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President, Albany Little League 

A 2011 Welcome 
Welcome to the 56th season of Albany Little 
League.  

This year almost 600 boys and girls ages 5-14 from Albany, 
Berkeley, Kensington and El Cerrito will be playing Little League 
baseball in Albany.  

The league has increased dramatically in size over the past several 
years, due in no small part to the hard work and dedication of many 
volunteers. As I begin my first season as president I want to 
especially acknowledge my two most recent predecessors, Dave 
Preuss and Rex Higginbotham, both of who remain very actively 
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Village, Ocean View Field, Cougar Field and Memorial Park.   

When my kids first started playing baseball in Albany I wondered 
what motivated Dave, Rex, the late David Krone and so many 
others to remain involved with the league long after their own 
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f those alumni 
parents I understand that in addition to our shared love of baseball 
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community that extends beyond the baseball field and continues 
long after our kids have gone on to high school and college. 
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Dave, Rex, David and hundreds of kids, families and volunteers 
have built over the past half century) both on and off the field)

and I hope that you will, too. Most important, I hope that all of you 
will share many happy times in baseball. 

Play ball! 

Jack Miller 
President,  
Albany Little League 

WITHOUT VOLUNTEERS WE HAVE NO LEAGUE 
 
 
 

Albany Little League 
P.O. Box 6003 

Albany CA 94706-0003  
(510) 526-1404  

www.albanylittleleague.org 
email: kidsgame@albanylittleleague.org  
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ALL STAR REPORT 
(Game Summaries courtesy of  
The Albany Patch http://albany.patch.com)

Juniors 

Game 1: Albany 6  South Oakland 5, 8 innings
Alex Rowland scored Shan Dhaliwahl with a walk-off single 
in the bottom of the 8th to complete an exciting 6-5 comeback 
victory for Albany.  Rowland's clutch double in the bottom of 
the 6th had tied the score at 5.  Parker Denison pitched 6 
strong innings and Calvin Bernard was flawless in 2 innings of 
relief to pick up the victory.  Albany made several stellar 
defensive plays, none bigger than Gideon Lebowitz's run-
saving diving catch in left which resulted in an inning-ending 
double play. 

Game 2: Albany 4  Concord American 3
In another thriller, Carl Jacobs's bases loaded grounder scored 
Reed Thomas-McLean with the winning run in the bottom of 
the 7th inning.  Jack Johnson snared a fly ball and fired a strike 
from right field to Calvin Bernard to nail a runner at home to 
preserve the tie in the top of the inning.  Jacobs held down 
Concord American for four innings before giving way to 
Collin Calloway who was outstanding in relief, yielding no 
runs in three innings for the victory.  Calloway and Alex 
Rowland had two hits each. 

Game 3: Albany 16 Pinole-Hercules 5
After falling behind 2-0, then again 5-p q r s t u v w x y z { | y } ~ • € •

bats went berserk in the bottom of the 5th inning.  Up and 
down the lineup, the boys just kept hitting and hitting.  Finally, 
with two men on, Jack Johnson hit a 300 foot bomb to end the 
game via the mercy rule.  `Fourteen runs and only two outs in 
the 5th.  None of the coaches or parents had ever seen anything 
quite like that performance by any team ‚  especially after not 

looking particularly strong in the first 4 innings.  Just a few 
~ r s t • s } ƒ s v } ƒ s r € } y „ v | … t … † } … t ~ y ‡ t w ~ ˆ } r ‰ • s suicide squeeze 
to bring home Collin Calloway for the 6th and game-winning 
run; doubles by Carl Jacobs, Reed Thomas-Mclean, Alex 
Š

~ ˆ v x y … q † } … t ~ y ‡ ‹ q Œ x • • t • Ž t y } € ~ y q x y … • • • € | • t • • ‘ t • } € € t …

others. 
  

Denison and Jacobs combined for the pitching duties.  
  
Game 4: Albany 11 Concord American 3 

Albany wins District 4 Championship! 

The Albany Juniors met a strong Concord American team in 
the District 4 Championship on Wednesday.  Albany got off to 
a quick start with both Shan Dhaliwal and Reed Thomas-
McLean scoring on an Alex Rowland sacrifice fly in the 
first.  Parker Denison was masterful on the mound for the first 
five innings, helping preserve a narrow 2-1 lead.  The Albany 
offense then caught fire scoring four runs in the 5th and five 
more in the 6th to break the game open.  Their bats continued 
to be very productive throughout the lineup, with Calvin 
Bernard and Denison leading the charge with two key RBI hits 
each.  Carl Jacobs and Daniel Dempster each worked  an 
inning on the mound to close out an impressive 11-3 win.  The 
team played its best defensive game of the tournament and 
looked poised and ready for the upcoming Section tournament 
in Petaluma. 

Sectionals
  
Game 1: vs. Davis, July 17 ’  Davis 6, Albany 2 
“

s t u v w x y z { | y } ~ • € • x y } y r ~ x s ~ r ” } r „ s t • } y Ž x ‘ } € • s Matt 
Trask on Saturday.  Albany was able to put runners in scoring
” ~ € } r } ~ y q w | r • | € r „ ~ | v … y • r ƒ t r r s t w } ƒ s } r € r ~ w • t x •

through.  Collin Calloway, Daniel Dempster, Shan Dhaliwal 
and Carl Jacobs shared pitching duties and were able to hold 
… ~ ˆ y Ž x ‘ } € • s powerful offense in the last few innings.  Jacobs 
also turned in a stellar play at 3rd base, snaring a line drive and 
turning it into an inning-ending double play to keep Albany 
within striking distance.  Reed Thomas-McLean had two hits 
and an RBI for Albany.  

Game 2:  July 18 ’  Albany 7, San Francisco 5 

Albany and San Francisco battled through a tight game, with 
Albany breaking through for three runs in the 6th inning to go 
ahead for good.  Albany used several pitchers including Parker 
Denison, Shan Dhaliwal and Carl Jacobs.  Jacobs was able to 
retire the side in order in the 6th and 7th to preserve the 
win.  Collin Calloway had three hits and scored the tying run 
on a wild pitch with two-out in the 6th. Alex Rowland, who 
had two hits, then followed with a big RBI single to score what 
proved to be the game winning run. 
  
Game 3 July 19 

Albany Loses to Davis (Albany eliminated) 

Front Row (l-r): Carl Jacobs, Matthew Mino, Calvin Bernard, 
Daniel Dempster, Jack Johnson, Shan Dhaliwahl 
Back Row (l-r):  Collin Calloway, Coach Stephen DeGange, 
Gideon Lebowitz, Parker Denison, Alex Rowland, Reed 
Thomas-McLean, Kai Rasmussen, Manager Chris McLean
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ALL STAR REPORT 
 (Game Summaries courtesy of  
The Albany Patch http://albany.patch.com)

12-11s 

  

Game 1: Albany 11 Martinez 0 

By Steven Lau 

The Star: Albany's starting pitcher, Nathan Greco, came out 
strong from the start against Martinez on July 2. He struck out 
the first three batters, looking to set the tone for the remainder 
of the game. Greco allowed two hits in his three innings of 
work. 
The Turning Point: In the top of the first, Jeremiah Holmes hit 
a single to knock in the first of Albany's runs. After that, there 
was no looking back. The team went on to score four runs in 
the first and finished with 11 by the end of the fifth. 
The Quote: "I'm proud of the way these boys played," coach 
Frank Knowles said. "It was the first game and I think they did 
a fantastic job hitting." 
  

 Martinez's only two hits came on singles from catcher Jeremy 
Therssen and shortstop Sam Nishita during the first. 

Game 2: Albany 5  Walnut Creek 3 

By Jason Alpert 

The Star: Leo Pollack might have entered as a reliever, but he 
pitched like a starter. Pollack threw four strong innings of 
relief en route to earning the win. He struck out six and didn't 
allow a run. 
The Turning Point: Albany was holding onto a one-run lead in 
the fifth when Robbie Davison hit a one-out double for Walnut 
Creek. Pollack then forced Max Kulsuptrakul to pop out to 
first and struck out Clayton Barker to end the inning and rally. 
The Quote: "I feel relieved after that one," Albany coach Frank 
Knowles said. "This was a tight game that could have gone 
either way. I kind of have a sigh of relief after that one." 
  

Game 3: Albany 12 Pinole/Hercules 3 
By Peter Fournier 

The Star: Jordan Williams was five-for-five on the day at the 
plate, including a two-run home run that started a seven-run
sixth inning. He pitched a scoreless sixth inning to put the 
game away. 
The Turning Point: With the game at 5-3 entering the final 
inning, Albany's Willie Bass and Jordan Williams hit two-run 
homers to help put the game out of Pinole-Hercules' reach. 
The Quote: "He's a man of few words," said Albany manager 
Frank Knowles on Williams's good performance, but calm 
demeanor. 
The Bottom Line: When the game seemed like it would come 
down to a close ending in the sixth, Albany pushed on the 
accelerator and pulled away. The team now gets two days off. 

Game 4: Alameda 5 Albany 4 

Albany jumped out to an early 4-0 lead against Alameda's 
number one pitcher. Andrew Whittemore got things started 
with a hard single up the middle.  With Whittemore on base, 
the Alameda pitcher lost his control and Whittemore ended up 
moving around the bases, scoring on three wild pitches during 
some epic at-bats from Leo Pollack (11 pitches) and Avery 
Tonkyn (7 pitches resulting in a walk).  Then Max Katz-
Balmes took one for the team - in the arm - to put two runners 
on.  With two out, Jordan Williams crushed a 2-0 pitch, deep 
over the left/center field fence.  Leo Pollack pitched a 
masterful three and a third innings, allowing only one big hit to 
the Alameda slugger.  Albany gave up the lead after some very 
opportunistic hitting by the top of Alameda's order in the 
bottom of the 4th.  Albany threated in the 5th getting two 
runners on and again in the 6th.  Liam Knowles led off the 6th

with a double to deep left center.  After two more walks, the 
bases were loaded with one out.  Unfortunately, Albany hit 
into a force at home keeping the tying run at third.  The final 
out was recorded after the Alameda shortstop, who was 
playing to his left for a hit up the middle, made a nice play on 
a grounder to record the third out at second unassisted.  Leo 
Pollack and Nathan Greco combined to limit Alameda to five 
hits over five innings. 

Game 5: South Oakland 3 Albany 2 (Albany 
eliminated) 
By Peter Fournier 

The Star: South Oakland starter Sam Hollenbach gave up two 
runs on seven hits in 5 2/3 innings, while striking out six while 
walking one. He also worked his way out of a bases-loaded, 
no-out jam in the fourth to keep South Oakland's lead intact.  
The Turning Point: Albany managed to load the bases with no 
outs in the fourth inning, but Albany couldn't push a run 
across. 
The Quote: "That hurt. To get nobody home in that situation 
was frustrating," said Albany manager Frank Knowles of the 
fourth inning. 
The Bottom Line: Albany lost a pair of one-run, tough-luck 
games in being eliminated. Had a few more things gone its 
way, Albany could still be contending on the road to 
Williamsport, Penn. 

Front row (l-r): Willie Bass, Max Katz-Balmes, Billy Treseler, Grady 
Camps, Jordan Williams, Austin Warren, Jeremiah Holmes 
Back row (l-r): Coach Duane Greco, Nathan Greco, Dixon Layton, 
Liam Knowles, Andrew Whittemore, Coach Jeff Shipley, Leo 
Pollack, Cameron James, Avery Tonkyn, Manager Frank Knowles
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11-10s A Team

Game 1: Albany 21 South Oakland 1 
  

This game combined great pitching (only one hit allowed and 
three base runners total) and amazing hitting (20 total hits, 
including 4 home runs).  After giving up one run to SOLL in 
the top of the 1st (their only hit was a HR), the 11s stormed 
back with 13 runs in the bottom of the 1st (led  by Clayton 
McDonald and Cody Sim hitting back-to-back HRs and then 
Cody hitting a second home run in his second AB of the 
inning  (he hit a third HR in the 3r`d inning)).  We put up 
– — ˜ ™ ™ š › œ • ž Ÿ   › ˜ ¡ ¢ £ • › ¤ — ¥ ™ ¦ ™ ž ˜ § ¥ ˜ › › ™ ¦ ¦ › • ¡ £ ¨ › £ • • £ • © ¡ ª

 Our 
pitching was paced by Ben Miller who pitched two innings 
(allowing one hit, walking one), Josh Friedkin who pitched a 
scoreless 3rd and Abraham Hill who closed out the game in the 
4th.  Seven players had multi-hit games and every slot in the 
batting order scored at least two runs «  a true team effort. 
  

Game 2: Albany 13 Walnut Creek 3
  

It was another team effort in Albany 11s 13-3 victory over 
Walnut Creek.  Standout starting pitching by James Goldwyn 
was a key to this win as were the nine 2-out hits the team had 
during its three innings of batting.  A big opposite field home 
run by Gianni Bloom was the drive of the game and multi-hit 
games from Eli Townsend (three hits), JT Freeman (two hits), 
Jaxon Stuhr (two hits) and Gianni Bloom (two hits) led the 
offense.  The boys really felt comfortable playing in front of 
the home crowd at Krone Field. 
  

Game 3: Continental #1 8 Albany 2 (winners bracket final)  
  

The 10-11 squad met a hot pitcher and some solid bats in 
falling to Continental 8-2.  The Albany boys showed some grit 
(JT Freeman holding the ball at home while getting run over 
by a CLL runner; Eli Townsend taking a pitch off the elbow 
and not flinching; Josh Friedkin getting spiked making a tag at 
2B) and some life in the 6th inning (Cody Sim hitting another 
¬ ­
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runs) but were unable to string 
hits together and fell behind early.  Clayton McDonald had two 
hits and each of Freeman, Sim, Townsend, Gianni Bloom and 
Abe Hill added a hit for our offensive attack. 
  

Game 4: North Oakland 16 Albany 3 (Albany eliminated)
  
  

11-10s B Team
  

Game 1: Clayton Valley 5  Albany 4 

Shane Kaneshiro pitched his heart out in the Albany opener. 
He threw five plus innings, striking out six and kept Albany in 
the game. Albany trailed 2-0 in the 4th when Henry Brusseau 
stroked an RBI single to put them on the board. Albany 
erupted for three more runs in the top of the sixth to take a 4-2 
lead. Cory Sterner delivered the key blow, a line drive two-run 
double. Anthony Gaskins smacked a deep double and a single 
and Liam Rohlsson also added a double. Eli Dinneen and 
Kaneshiro contributed singles during the big rally. 
  

Game 2: Albany 15  Antioch 6 
  

The Albany bats were loud throughout as they crushed a 
variety of Antioch pitchers. Brusseau again started the scoring 
with a first inning inside-the-park home run. Matt Pascual-
Mead delivered big in the second with a bases-clearing double 
that scored Charles Rauch, Sterner and Brusseau. Starting 
pitcher Pascual-Mead and closer Michael Noland sparkled on 
the mound, shutting down the Antioch offense all night. 
Kaneshiro hit a deep double to start the five-run third. Jacob 
Kelly doubled home two runs in the fifth. Lucas Greenbaum 
reached base safely three times and scored twice. Sam Trotter 
walked, scored and played solid defense at 2B. 
  

Game 3: South Oakland 15 Albany 5 (Albany eliminated) 
  

Albany was eliminated from the tournament by South 
Oakland.  Despite the lopsided score, there were some bright 
spots. Shay Schreibstein made several dazzling running 
catches patrolling CF. Catcher Dinneen was solid defensively 
behind the plate again. Right Fielder Kelly kept Albany close 
by making a few tough grabs. Brusseau and Kaneshiro led the 
offense with hard hit RBI doubles. The team was the only B 
team from District 4 to participate in the 10-11 draw. The boys 
did themselves and Albany proud by finishing in 7th place out 
of 14 teams. 

Front row (l-r): JT Freeman, Cody Sim, Ben Miller, Josh 
Friedkin, Eli Townsend, Abe Hill 
Back row  (l-r): Mgr Dale Freeman, Coach Mike Sim, James 
Goldwyn, Clayton McDonald, Joe Hudson, Jaxon Stuhr, Gianni 
Bloom, Coach Bill Treseler Front Row : (l-r) Eli Dinneen, Henry Brusseau, Sam Trotter, 

Cory Sterner 
Middle Row : (l-r) Matt Pascual-Mead, Michael Noland, Jacob 
Kelly, Lucas Greenbaum, Anthony Gaskins, Charles Rauch, 
Shane Kaneshiro 
Back Row : Coach Shiva Gaskins, Manager John Brusseau
(not pictured Liam Rohlsson, Miles Martinez, Shay Schreibstein)
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10-9s A Team

Aidan Williams, Arif Zamil, Claire Fargeix, Cole Irie, Daniel 
Colwell, Emanuel Gordis, Gabriel MacClure, Jin-Young Heo,
Joshua Solomon-Culp, Justice Paraiso-Caceres, Owen Cooper,
William Moscato 

Game 1: Albany 26 Walnut Creek #1 1 
Game 2: Albany 11  North Oakland #1 2 
  
Game Summary by Peter Fournier courtesy of The Albany 
Patch http://albany.patch.com

Game 3: Antioch #2 9 Albany 5 

The Star:  Owen Cooper hit a pair of singles and scored a run 
in the third for Albany, but his performance wasn't enough to 
overcome a five-run second inning for Antioch. 
The Turning Point: Antioch poured on six runs in the first two 
innings, three of which were unearned and made the difference 
in the game. 
The Quote: "We had a couple of sloppy defensive first innings. 
I think that's basically it, and then our team settled down. That 
was probably the difference. They're a good team," Albany 
coach Kellin Copper said. 
Who's Next? Albany drops into the losers' bracket, and will 
play the winner of the Alameda/Clayton Valley game 
Thursday in Albany 
The Bottom Line:  A slow start for Albany cost it a spot in the 
winners' bracket championship and it will be eliminated with 
one more loss. 
  

Can You Take  
Pictures For  
The Little Leaguer?  
Why not? Just snap those great action 
shots and send them to the Little 
Leaguer. (The cute wallet pictures go 

to Grandma and Grandpa, please.) 
 
Contact: Editorlittleleaguer@gmail.com

10-9s B Team

The Albany 9-10 'B' All Stars had a good tournament and 
enjoyed some hard earned success.   We won three games and 
lost two.   We started the tournament winning 7-1 against 
Martinez #1.   We lost to Antioch #2 13-1.   In the losers 
bracket we came back to defeat Concord American 9-8 and 
Pinole 14-7.   Our run ended in a close game that we lost to 
Alameda 4-6.   Everyone on the team contributed with their 
bats, gloves and arms. 
  

David Noland was solid at third base, drove in runs and hit 
well in every game. Luke Mager was strong at second base, 
crushed a triple in the first game  and scored often. Mark 
Riggio-Kerley tracked down fly balls in the outfield, shared in 
the catching duties, and ripped a triple in our first win. Cedric 
Epple made a great shoe string catch in the first game and hit 
well throughout the tourney. Matthew Sim made many great 
plays at shortstop, stole the opposition blind and scored many
runs. Elias Duchowny started the third game at pitcher, stole 
bases as a hitter and as a pinch runner and scored important 
runs. Michael Bales was behind the plate for most of the 
tourney and scored many of our runs. Daniel Martinez-Krams 
was the winning pitcher in our first and fourth games and hit 
the ball well. Evan Mallah was key as our catcher in our game 
ending strike out/throw out double play in game four.   He was 
also a terror on the base paths. 

Luke Tannahill roamed the outfield catching anything hit near 
him and hit and scored often.   He was also valuable as the 
team leader during warmups drills. Charley Ross drove the ball 
to the outfield for multiple base hits throughout the tournament 
and showed some strong glove work at first base. Cameron 
Henritzy pitched very well and hit the ball hard with regularity 
in all of the games. Theo Seeds was invaluable as the relief 
pitcher in several of the games, earning the save in one game 
and the win in another.   He also hit, ran and scored in most of 
the games. 

It was a great bunch of players, coaches and parents, who came 
together quickly and did whatever was asked of them to 

(Front row)- David Noland, Luke Mager, Mark Riggio-Kerley, Cedric 
Epple, Matthew Sim, Elias Duchowny 
(Second row)- Michael Bales, Daniel Martinez-Krams, Evan Mallah, 
Luke Tannahill, Charley Ross, Cameron Henritzy, Theo Seeds 
(Standing)- Ed Noland- manager, Mark Mallah- coach, Kevin 
Tannahill- coach
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contribute to our winning record in the 2010 9-10 All Stars 
District 4 Tournament. 
  

Game 1: Albany 7  Martinez #1 1 
Game 2: Antioch #2 13  Albany 1 
Game 3: Albany 9  Concord American #1 8 
Game 4: Albany 14  Pinole/Hercules 7 
Game 5: Alameda #1 6 Albany 4 (Albany eliminated) 

TOC REPORT 

Congratulations to the Albany Little League 
Divisional Champions! 

Juniors: Beavers

  

The Beavers were knocked out of the Tournament of 
Champions by eventual TOC winner South Oakland Little 
League. 
  

Majors: Cardinals
Aaron Brumels, Cameron James, Elijzah Casanares, Ethan 
Seder, Jack Ely, Jaxon Stuhr, Joshua Friedkin, Nathan Greco,
Sevrin Weiss, Shail Sierra-Koncar, Theo Lewis, Thomas 
Roche 
Manager: Duane Greco 

The Cardinals won three games in the TOC before falling in 
the championship game to Concord American Little League. 

Triple A: Rays

  

The Rays had a good run at the Tournament of Champions, 
winning our first two games against Lafayette 12-2 and South 
Oakland 11-3. We then took a loss from a strong Alameda
team in the Semi-final 7-1. Along the way every player 
contributed in what was the Rays³ trademark ́ µ ¶ µ · ¸ µ ¹ · º

eff¶ » µ ¼ ½ All 12 players hit safely in the tournament and turned 
in several excellent defensive plays. 
  

Aidan Williams scored often, played solid second base and 
pitched well in the third game. David Noland drove in runs, 
tracked down fly balls in left field and played strong at third 
base. Tate Hoyer hit lead-off, scored often and made nice plays 
at third base. Jin-Young Heo had multiple hits, played solid 
short stop and was the winning pitcher for game #2. Evan 
Mallah was on base often, played solid at the catcher's spot and 
tracked down everything in center field. Michael Noland hit 
safely in every game, was the winning pitcher in the first game 
and played a solid short stop. Gabriel Raulet hit well, scored 
and stopped everything hit to him at second base and in right 
field. Charley Ross drove the ball to the outfield for a triple in 
the third game, pitched and held down first base with some 
impressive glove work. Michael Bales hit well, scored runs 
and was a rock behind the plate, with multiple throw-outs. 
David Barer's bat was hot. He had three hits in the second 
game and played All Star defense at first base. Rowan Craig 
crushed an inside-the-park home run in the first game and 
played solid out field throughout the tournament. Stephen 
O'Brien hit safely in every game, scored often and was strong 
at third base. 
  

Double A: Orioles  

By Manager Monte Stott 
There are many ways to measure the level of success of a Little 
League team.  One can look at the won/loss record, the runs 
scored vs. runs allowed, or a variety of other baseball-specific 
statistics.  But in my opinion, there is only one statistic worth 
considering when measuring the level of success of a Little 
League team, and that is the percentage of kids who sign up to 
play Little League the next year.  The 2010 Albany Little 

(First row) Stephen O'Brien #12, Tate Hoyer #3, David Noland 
#2, Evan Mallah #5, Aidan Williams #1, Michael Bales #9 
(Second row) Charley Ross #8, David Barer #10, Gabriel Raulet 
#7, Michael Noland #6, Rowan Craig #11, Jin-Young Heo #4 
(Back row) Keelan Williams - bench coach, Ed Noland - 
manager, Griff Williams - coach, Mark Mallah - coach

Back row (l-r): Manager Michele Bachmeier, Jake Bass, 
Chris Mullaney, Miles McClure, Ben Velasquez, Parker 
Denison, Coach Marcelo Mino 
Front row (l-r):  Carl Jacobs, Kye Moffat, Julien Scribbner, 
Aiden Gadberry, Riley Seiben, Matthew Mino; Not pictured:
Ben Kleven, Coach Eamon Scribbner
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Orioles had a perfect season, as all 13 of the players signed up 
to play Little League again this year.   

Such a remarkable season was due in part to the committed 
group of kind, respectful and light-¾ ¿ À Á Â ¿ Ã Ä Å À Ä ¾ ¿ Æ Ç È É ¾ ¿

Ê

Å Ä Ë Æ Å

Ê

Â ¾ ¿ Æ ¿ Ì Á Í Å Î ¿ Ï Í Ã Æ Ð À Æ Á ¿ Ñ À Á Ï À Ò Î ¿ À Î Î Æ ¿ À Æ Å Ó Ô Õ

observed Coach Ö × Ø Ø Ù Ú Û Ü Û Ø Û Ú Ç È Ý

Ê

Ñ Þ ß à ß Â À Â ¿ Ò À Æ Ï ¿ Â Ò À Î Î

Â ¿ À Ñ á À Í Ã À Â Â ¿ Ó Â Í Å Ó À Æ Ð ¿ Î Î À Æ Â ¾ ¿ Ì Á Í Å Î ¿ Ï Í Ã Æ Ô Ý â Ã Ò ¿ Ä Å À Ä ¾ Í Ó ã

Í Ó Â ¾ ¿ ä å æ Â ¾ Í Æ Þ ¿ À Á Ç Õ ç Å À Ä ¾ è Û é Ø ê é ë × Ü À Ã Ã ¿ Ã Ô È ì ¾ À Â

impressed me the most was the level of teamwork the kids 
displayed.  If Congress could work together as well as the 
Ì Á Í Å Î ¿ Ï Í Ã Æ Ô Å Ë Á ¿ Ä Å Ó Å Ñ Í Ä Ð Å ¿ Æ Ð Å Ë Î Ã Æ Å Å Ó Ò ¿ Ò ¿ ¾ Í Ó Ã Ë Æ Ç Õ

í

× î ï ð é î ï ñ ð é î ò ó ô õ ö Ú ÷ Û Ú Ó Å Â ¿ Ã Ô È Ý Â Ð À Æ Â ¾ ¿ Ï Í Ó Ã Ó ¿ Æ Æ À Ó Ã

respect they showed one another that impressed us the most.  If 
their individual acts of encouragement to one another were 
fully documented, the resulting pile of paperwork would cast 
Æ ¾ À Ã Å Ð Æ Å Ó Â ¾ ¿ á Þ Á À Ñ Í Ã Æ Å

Ê

¿ À Á Â ¾ Ç Õ

The Oriole parents were also tremendously supportive.  At 
least one parent of each player helped out significantly at 
multiple practices and/or pre-game warm-ups.  The most 
notable helpers were former Albany High baseball standout 

ø

î ù Û Ø ö ú × Ø û Û Ú ÷  (who was inducted into the Albany High 
Sports Hall of Fame during our Oriole season---no kidding!) 
and 

í

é Ú ö Ø ð î

í

õ Û Û  (who knows more about setting up a 
delayed steal than any of her PhD brainiac Cal colleagues).   
Ultimately, however, the Oriole season was all about the kids.  
All of them had their moments, like when: 

Blake White gave the Angels a devil of a time with his 
superlative outfield defense in our season opener. Cian Chee
bleached the Red Sox with a two-strike bunt single, catching 
the defense napping (and surprising me right out of my 3rd base 
coach box). ê ö ü Ù Ú Û Ü Û Ø Û Ú Ã À Æ ¾ ¿ Ã Â ¾ ¿ ý À Ã Á ¿ â Æ á Á À Þ ¿ Á Æ Ð Í Â ¾

doubles in consecutive at-bats. þ ö î ÿ é þ ÷ ö ÷ ÷  corralled the 
Philliesâ  offense with a shut-out pitching performance in the 1st

inning of a closely contested game. ñ × Ø Û ð � × Ú � ü é î ê é ë × Ü  shut 
down the Yankees (in a New York minute) with six strike-outs 
during two 1-2-3 back-to-back innings. 

ø

÷ ÷ × ó � Ü ò ó ô õ ö Ú ÷ Û Ú

sunk the Pirates with a broadside of outfield blasts in a 3 for 3 
plate performance. ò é � Ö Ú Û � Û Ú  de-winged the Angels while 
going 2 for 3 and scoring two runs. è é ÷ õ é î þ � × î î Û Ú branded 
the Philliesâ  offense while sparking a no-out bases loaded 
Ã Å Ë Ò Î ¿ á Î À Þ

Ê

Á Å Ñ Â ¾ ¿ Ä À Â Ä ¾ ¿ Á â Æ á Å Æ Í Â Í Å Ó Í Ó É � � Ã ¿

Ê

¿ Ó Æ Í � ¿ á Î À Þ

of our Championship game. þ õ é ð î Û þ õ × Ú é Ø × é î  kept the Pirates 
offense at bay while throwing a scoreless inning. 

ø

î ù Û Ø ö

ú × Ø û Û Ú ÷ � Ú 	  knocked the H out of the Angelsâ  halos with blasts 
thru the infield that would have sent A-Rod diving for cover. 

Ù ð Ø Û Ú

í

õ é Ü Û   defrocked the Padres with a pair of hits and two 
runs scored. 
 Ø Ø × ö ÷ þ � × î î Û Ú  broke the Philliesâ  with a two-out 
double in the bottom of the 8th inning of our Championship 
game. 

ø

× ï Û î � Ú × ó Û made believers of the Padres with his 3 for 
4 plate performance. 

At our first practice, I asked the kids to try their best, be good 
to one another, and wear their hats right.  With focused 
practices staffed by lots of parents emphasizing quality reps in 
a supportive setting, every Oriole kid improved as much as 
they could have during the season. And we had fun doing it.  
The fact that all 13 kids signed-up again this year makes me 
really happy: we struck a great balance for the kids between 

having fun and working hard.  It was a perfect season. Oh, and 
by the way, we played fairly well while winning the 
Championship game 2-1 in 8 innings.  But that did not mean 
much.  We had already won what was important during the 
season.

(Kneeling, l-r): Atticus McWhorter, Blake White, Dom Treseler, Shayne 
Shiralian, Sonja Stott, Tyler Chase, Cian Chee, Julie Lawrence 
(Standing, l-r): Angelo Gilbert Max, Brewer(kid), Neal Davis, Ryan 
McWhorter, Riley Kirkman-Davis 
(with finger pointing up), Nathan Skinner, Aiden Price, Bill Treseler 
(adult), Angelo Gilbert Jr. (kid), Elliot Skinner (kid), Monte Stott, Carl 
Stott (redhead at end)

Kids Day at Cal! 
 

The #16 ranked Golden Bears would like to invite 
your youth team out to the upcoming Kid s Days at 
Cal Baseball!  The Pac- 10 season gets underway 
this weekend against Washington State, and 
Sunday, March 27 is our first Kid's Day.  A ll youth 
(12th grade and under) will have a chance t o run 
the bases and get player autographs after the game.  
Join us before the game for pos ter making.  
Remember ALL YOUTH RECEI VE FREE 
ADMIS SION TO ALL CAL BASEBALL GAMES! The 
mighty Golden Bears are taking on the Cougars of 
Washington State at 11 am.  Com e out and see 
starting pitcher Dixon Anderson, dynamic Second 
Baseman Tony Renda, as well as local favorites SS 
Marcus Semien and closer Matt Flemer, both from 
St Mary's High School in Berkeley, as they open up 
another great season of Pac-10 baseball! 
 

Oth er dates for Kid's Days at Cal Baseball are: 
Saturday, April 23 vs. ASU 1pm and Su nday, May 
29 vs. Stanford @ 1pm. 
 
For additional games and ticket information please 
go to calbears.com . 
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Jack Humphrey, Equipment Collection 
Manager, in 2009with another truckload of 

equipment for kids in need

WARNING! 
BATS GET BETTER  WITH AGE 

COMPOSITE BATS MORATORIUM 
 

Check Website for Exempt Models 

M any little leaguers will be somewhat surprised to find that they 
cannot play with 
their brand-new 
bat.  Just after 
Christmas, Little 
League Inter-
national issued a 
blanket mora-
torium on all 
composite bats, 
effectively banning 
them from use in 

officially 
sanctioned games.  Although this moratorium was initially limited to 
the Junior, Senior, and Big League divisions of Little League, the ban 
on composite bats now extends to all divisions of Little League 
International.  

Concerns about bats have been raised recently, particularly after the 
injury to pitcher Gunnar Sandberg in Marin County last year, who 
was nearly killed by a come-backer to the mound. Composite bats in 
particular have raised attention, as the league has determined that 
they actually get better with age� and potentially more dangerous.  
The maximum performance standard for non-wood bats in the 
divisions for 12-year-olds and below is a Bat Performance Factor 
(BPF) of 1.15. (BPF is a measurement of the ratio of the 
"bounciness" of a baseball off a bat compared to a baseball off a hard 
wall.) 

The moratorium on composite bats only applies to composite-
barreled bats. Bats that have only a metal/alloy in the barrel (and no 
other material, unless it is in the end cap of the bat) are not subject to 
the moratorium, regardless of the composition of the handle.  

Information on the composite baseball bats that have received 
waivers for the Junior , Senior, and Big League Baseball Divisions of 
Little League can be found at: 

www.littleleague.org/learn/equipment/approvedcompbats.htm

Majors:
www.littleleague.org/learn/equipment/approvedcompbatssmall.htm

ALBANY LITTLE LEAGUE 
ANNUAL EQUIPMENT DRIVE 

By John Brusseau 

Baseball is a game that requires a lot of equipment. You 
can see this at the Village about an hour before game time. 

 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  

helmet caddies and buckets of balls out of their trunks. Kids 
pile out of cars with bat bags bigger than they are. Those 
yellow wiffle balls are scattered all around the green 
outfield grass, only to be stashed away in their red mesh 
homes once the game begins. 

We are lucky to a part of a strong organization. Albany 
Little League is able to keep our teams stocked with plenty 
of gear, paid for by registration fees and cash raised by our 
fantastic fundraising committee. Other leagues are not as 
fortunate. They struggle to obtain the proper equipment. 
Oakland Little League veteran Jeff Humphrey witnessed 
this need 
and has 
done 
something 
about it. 

In 2005, 
Humphrey 
joined a 
group 
headed by 
former Cal 
batting 
coach Oscar 
Miller and 
another 
renowned Bay Area coach, Don Christian. They collected 
seven loads of gear from various leagues and distributed 
them to baseball teams in West Oakland. Jeff and his son 
Jack took over the program in 2006 and have been 
collecting ever since.  

Jeff contacted ALL Vice President Jack Miller a few years 
ago, and Albany Little League has participated in this drive 
since then. The Drive takes place on Parade Day. Juniors 
have a collection station at Memorial Park to go along with 
the Village contributions. This year Albany families donated 
an entire truckload of cleats, bats, gloves, etc. The gear was 
dispersed to players in East Palo Alto, West Oakland, 
Richmond, Rodeo, Vallejo and San Pablo.  

Partly because of the efforts and spirit of the ALL 
community, more kids are able to play baseball. If you have 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � !  � � � � � � � � � ! � " � � � � � � � # � � $ % � � �

� � � ! � � & � � � � � � ' � � � ! � � ! " � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ( �

pickup.  

“The research found that composite 
bats, while they may meet the 

standard when new, can exceed that 
standard after a break-in process.”

 
--Stephen D. Keener, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Little League Baseball 

and Softball
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continue to act up, and the umpire has to eject them, the Game 
Coordinator can stand behind them, and if need be can step in 
and enforce the ejection.  The adult Game Coordinator does 
; < = > ? @ A = > A B < C A D = < < @ A D D E F A G H ? I A J ? ; K G < E = J L ? F F H M = > A N O D A

simply there to help enforce rulings.

A:  Have you ever 
seen such a situation 
yourself? 

Q:  P

> ? @ A ; O = ? L = E ? F F N

seen it myself, but I 
have had to tell a 
coach to stop 
appealing plate 
decisions to me while 
I was umpiring 1st 
baseM I just stuck my 
hand out and with 
conviction said, 
G Q < ? L > R J

P

> ? @ A H A A ;

coaches take it farther 
with kid umpires.  I 
> ? @ A ; O = K < ; A S = T N H A F I U

but I did hear of a 
coach ejected from an 
All-Star game.  If that 
happens, it has to be written up and submitted to the district 
and the local directors then decide what the punishment will 
be. The individual might not be allowed to coach any more in 
F S = = F A F A ? V E A W X < S = O H B D A = = N H A D S < E H R

Q:  Y

> ? = > ? H Z A A ; = > A C A S D K A H = L ? F F N < E O @ A > ? K = < T ? [ A C > S F A

umpiring or watching umpiring here in Albany? 

A:  Last year at Krone Field we had a play where the outfield 
fence gate had been accidently left open, and there was a long 
fly ballM did it go over the gate?  Or through the gate? No one 
could tell if the ball would have left the field if the gate had 
been closed (as it should have been), and thus would have 
been a home run.  We had to rule it a ground-rule double. 

Q: Any words of advice for coaches and parents out there with 
respect to the youth umpires of the league? 

A: Parents should never get down on the kid umpires for 
making calls.  Ninety percent of the time these are judgment 
L ? F F H U H < K < ; O = V A = K < C ; < ; = > A [ S K H Z A L ? E H A = > ? = O H = > A ; ? = E D A

< I = > A V ? T A W \ < D L < ? L > A H U

P

O K > ? @ A = < H ? N D A H B A L = = > A V ? T A W

]

A H B A L = = > A B F ? N A D H U ; < = < ; F N N < E D H U Z E = = > A < = > A D = A ? T O H

players too.   

Q:  What would be the best experience as an umpire? 

A:  A smoothly-run game, one that has some of those tricky 
little rules that are scenario-based, and one that everyone 
leaves the game happy with the umpiring. 

Q&A by Chris Jackson.  Thanks to Mike Lee and Roger Carlsen 
for their research assistance. 

STRONG BASEBALL TURN-OUT 
CHANGES SUPES’ MINDS  

New Berkeley High Baseball Diamond To Get 
Priority 

By Chris Jackson 

Well over 100 passionate baseball players and supporters 
packed the Berkeley Unified School District Board meeting 
\ A Z D E ? D N ^ U _ ` a a = < K A T ? ; K ? L > ? ; V A S ; = > A K S H = D S L = O H H B A ; K S ; V

priorities.  A preliminary spending plan produced earlier by 
the BUSD had pushed the construction of a new baseball 
diamond for Berkeley High School down on the list of 
spending priorities, which would have meant construction of 
the diamond would have been put back until 2015 at the 
earliest.  The baseball players, many of whom recently played 
on the Albany 
b

S = = F A

b

A ? V E A O H

teams, loudly 
expressed their 
disapproval, 
waving signs to 
Z E S F K G c S T

Moellering 
\ S A F K W J

P

; = > A

end the Board of 
Superintendents 
listened:  they 
@ < = A K E ; ? ; S T < E H F N = < ? K < B = = > A ? F = A D ; ? = S @ A H B A ; K S ; V B F ? ; G d U J

which put the construction of the baseball diamond as a top-
tier spending project.   

Berkeley High School has been without its own baseball 
diamond for years, displaced by temporary buildings that 
forced the baseball players to practice on a city-owned 
diamond at San Pablo Park, a field that one parent observed 
G F < < [ H F S [ A S = S H T ? S ; = ? S ; A K  by Bill Murray and a psychotic 
V < B > A D W J e ? H < ; f < E ; V U ? O ^ g d h X V D ? K E ? = A C > < > ? H B F ? N A K

professionally, also noted the poor condition of the field and 
the dangers of practicing while children use the facilities and 
impromptu soccer games are played.  Having their own 
K S ? T < ; K C < E F K V S @ A = > A > S V > H L > < < F A D H G ? L > ? ; L A = < Z A H A A ; U

? ; K A @ A ; Z A D A L D E S = A K U J C > A = > A D S ; = < L < F F A V A < D = > A B D < H W c > A

standing-room-only crowd likewise loudly made their desire 
for a new field honoring Tim Moellering felt. 

Tim Moellering , a long-time teacher and baseball coach in 
Berkeley at Willard Middle School, and after 2002, at 
Berkeley High, passed away in January 2011 after a long 
battle with cancer.  Most of the members of the public who 
spoke at the meeting were strong advocates of naming the new 
Z ? H A Z ? F F K S ? T < ; K G c S T i < A F F A D S ; V \ S A F K W J j H d A D [ A F A N Q S = N

Q < E ; L S F T A T Z A D k ? D D N F i < < D A H = ? = A K Z A I < D A = > A d < ? D K U G

P

L ? ; O = = > S ; [ < I ? Z A = = A D C ? N = < > < ; < D c S T i < A F F A D S ; V = > ? ; = <

T ? [ A = > A B D < l A L = > ? B B A ; ; < C W J
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The Question This Time…  
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Michele Bachmeier 
Juniors / Beavers
Our task was not so much managing 
overconfidence as it was to build appropriate 
confidence. We had to work on continuously 
building skill, team unity, putting forth 
effort, and creating momentum.  That gave 
us the confidence we needed to play some 

pretty gritty games to get to the championship, and actually win.  We 
had a lot of fun.  We also ran around the block of AHS many times--
it makes it hard to be overconfident when you are exhausted!

Duane Greco 
Majors / Cardinals 
Over the thirteen years of coaching in Albany 
Little League I found that being over 
confident can lose games.  I wanted the 2010 
Cardinals to know this so I constantly 
reminded them to relax and stay focused 
through-out the game. That the game was not 

over until the last pitch. 

Ed Noland 
AAA / Rays

˜ ™ š › œ • ž Ÿ   œ ¡ œ ¢ £ œ ¤ £ ¥ ¦ Ÿ § ¨ © ª ¥

« ¬
¥ •   ¢ Ÿ ž ­ ® ¤

¬
  ª ¥

wrote earlier to the 
Little Leaguer that he and his family 
were moving to Seattle. He wanted to 
relate the following:]

¯

My two sons, wife, and I are going to miss 
° ± ± ² ³ ´ µ ¶ · ¸ ¹ º » ³ ¹ ¼ ² ³ ¶ ½ ² ³ ¾ ¿ ½ ´ ¶ ³ À ½

pursue a new job and we have enjoyed all of the friendships we have 
made with the wonderful players, parents, coaches and others 
associated with Albany Little League. We  have however, signed up 
to play and coach for the Bainbridge Island Little League this 

Á Â ´ Ã Ä Å Æ Ç

Monte Stott
AA / Orioles 
The 2010 Double A Champion Orioles never got 
overconfident because the coaching staff 
prioritized player development, and not game 
score.  The very first team e-mail stated these 
goals "Safety, fun, and improved baseball skills-
--

¼ Ä ¾ Ã Ä À ¹ ¼ À ½ ´ ¾ ³ ´ Æ Ç È · ´ Å ½ ¼ É » ¼ Ê Ä ½ À À ½ » Ã Ä

games, but to continuously improve. It's tough for a kid to get 
overconfident when they are really competing against their image of 
themselves at their ultimate best.  Winning games, and even winning 
the Championship game by one run in extra innings (which was 
really just luck) were unimportant aftershocks. Motivating the 
players to work hard and humbly strive to be their best was the real 
earthquake. 

              

Christopher R. Jackson 
Editor-in-Chief 

editorlittleleaguer@gmail.com 

Leif Brown 
Barbara Colbert-Pace 

Michelle Zatcoff 
Ë Ì Í Î Ï Ð Ñ Ò Ó Ô Õ Ñ Ï Î Ó Ö Ô Í

Fran Smallson 
Benjamin Jackson 

Shelley Clark 
× Ø

Ð Ô Õ Ó Î Ö Ì Í Ù Õ Ì Õ Ú Ð Ô Í

John Brusseau 
Chris Jackson 
Monte Stott 
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Albany Little League  
Major Volunteers 

 

Village Snack Shack Coordinator 
Cindy Alwan 

Memorial Snack Shack Coordinator 
Jennifer Lombardi & Alice Ely 

Village Equipment Managers 
John Brusseau & P.J. Caceres 
Team Parent Coordinator 

Erika Black 
Game Schedulers 

Andrew Layton, Marc Jacobs, Robb Bittner 
Practice Scheduler: 

Frank Knowles 
Sponsor Coordinator 

Erika Black 
Parade/Photo/Carnival Coordinator 

Jennifer Hansen-Romero 
T-shirt/Sweatshirt Sales 

Robin Miller 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Ilyse Gordis 
 

 

(No Photo Available)
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The Little Leaguer Sits Down to Talk With Chief Umpire 
Eugene Romero 

Albany Little League is one of the only leagues in the Bay Area to use youth 
umpires exclusively to officiate games.  Up until about 10 years ago, youth umpires 
only made the calls at home plate, with parents handling the bases. But according to 
former Chief Umpire Ü Ý Þ ß à á â à ã ä ß å æ ç â Þ Ý Ý è é Ý à ê ë Ý å Ý ì ê í ß ê ë î ß ä Ý î ß Ý å ß ï â ä

pulled out of the stands who knew little or nothing about baseball and had 
never haè â å ð ñ î é ë à ß ê à â ë å ë å Þ â ê â ã ã ò ó Thus he created the current system of 
having two youth umpires for each game.
The Albany Little Leaguer recently sat down to talk on the telephone with Eugene 
Romero, who is now in his second year running the umpire school for Albany, as 
well as overseeing all the umpires within the league. 
______________________________________________________________ 

Q: How old do you have to be to become an umpire in 
Albany Little League baseball? 

A: The minimum age is 11 to run a game, but we allow 
kids who are 10 ½ to attend the umpires clinic. 

Q:  What do you think makes for a good young umpire? 

A: You need somebody that can control the game:  they 
ô õ ö ÷ ø ù ú û ù ü ý þ ù ÿ � ø � � � � � � ø � ù ú ú � � � ø þ ù ÿ � � ù ú ú ý ø � ù ø ù � �

sellable to the crowd; they could be off a bit, but if they 
make the call with conviction the crowd and the coaches 
will accept it.  Make the call and stick by it. 

Q: Are there kids you would not 
advise to umpire? 

A:  There are some kids that I think 
need more training; they waver too 

þ � � � � ø � � ü ÿ ö õ û ø � � � ù ú ú � � ø ô õ ö ÷ ø

sell the call	 people will begin to 
question their calls.  Is it right?  Is 

� ø û � õ ö � 
 � � � ü � � ý ø � ù ö ÷ ø þ ù ÿ �

the call with authority. In general 
you need decisive calls. There are 
even some of the older kids who 

� � ý ø � ù ö ÷ ø ô õ � ø 


Q: Do the kids enjoy umpiring? 

A: I think they 
ú õ � � � þ � � � � ö � � � ø ÷ ý

another part of baseball that that I 
ô � ô ö ÷ ø ú � ù � ö ù ý ù ÿ � ô � ù ö ô � û � ý � �

would have.  You learn the rules, 
and learn how the game flows.  
And you learn the little ins and out 
of how the game is played in a way that you would never 
learn just playing the game.  This year we had 77 kids; 

ú ù ý ø ü � ù � û � � ù ô � � ÿ � ô ý � õ ø � � õ � � � ø � � � ú � ö � � 
 � � ù ø ÷ ý ù

pretty good track record. 

Q: How many of those actually umpire a game? 

A: Looking over the records, I would have to say about 
55-60% actually go on to umpire a game; some of the 
kids take the umpiring clinic two or three times before 

ø � � ü � õ õ ö ø õ � þ � � � � � ù þ � ý 
 � � � ù � ý � � ø ÷ ý � � � ø ø ü ø õ � � � ø õ

� õ � ö � � õ ö ø õ � � ù � � ö ø ý ù ö ô ÿ � ô ý � ù ö ô ü õ � ÷ � � � � ö ö � ö � ø � �

� ù þ � 
 � ø ÷ ý � ù � ø � � � ú ù � ú ü ø õ � � � � � ü õ � � ù � � ø õ ý ø ù ö ô

 up to 
your own former coach! 

Q: How long do they umpire? 

A: There are kids who are doing it today who have been 
doing it since 11 year old ball and beyond.  Some of the 

groundskeepers played in Albany Little League 
for several years.  They umpire a few games 
every year, long after they played there at the 
village. 

Q: Does it help them with their own play? 

A: 
� ô õ ö ÷ ø ÿ ö õ û � � � ø � � ú � ý ø � � þ

directly with 
the physical part of baseball.  I think it helps 
them to understand what the umpire is looking 
at	 so l

� ø ÷ ý ý ù ü ý õ þ � ø � � ö � � ý � õ � ö � ø õ � � � ú õ ý � �

they might double-tag the base, to try to get the 
� þ � � � � ÷ ý ù ø ø � ö ø � õ ö � � � ù � ý � ø � � ü ÿ ö õ û � ø ÷ ý � õ � ö �

to be a close call. 

Q: What is the new rule about an adult umpire? 

A:  The rule actually 
� ý ö ÷ ø ö � û ø � � ý ü � ù �

	 it 
began last year, though it will be enforced more 
strictly this year.  There must be an adult parent 
present on the field if minors are officiating.  
This year we have given a role for the adult 

� � ù ú ú � ô ø � � � � ù þ � � õ õ � ô � ö ù ø õ � � � � ø � � ü

get to enforce a 
rule that the umpire has made a call on.  In other words, 
if a coach or someone who is watching the game gets out 
of line, and the umpire has warned them, and they 

Continued on page 10


