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FROM OUR TREASURER
JACK HUNTAMER

The Money
Part of It

Watching an Albany Little League game

has a warm, kitchen-table feel to it. For
the eight years my kids have been in the
league, I've been managing, coaching,
and holding the treasurer's job, and I've
enjoyed a lot of good feelings along the
way.

My day job is engineering, which
sounded close enough to accounting for Rex Higginbo tham to rope me
into this job seven years ago. Basically, I'm the guy writing checks,
sometimes scolding managers for losing their equipm ent, but more
often telling people yes and funding projects where they are
contributing their own time to make things happen.

In the 2005 season, baseball expenses for the
were $117,772" This seems like a lot of money and
when you consider that the league has no adult empl oyees and pays no
rent for use of the fields at the Village. Last se ason, we collected only
$110,414 and dipped into our savings $7,358 to make up the
difference. Our Board of Directors is committed to keeping fees low,
but we cannot make a habit of running in the red"

Albany Little League
it is, especially

THE MONEY COMES FROMe AND GOES TO-

49% Registration Fees _ 8% Fields

33% Unclaimed Work Deposits 22% Equipment &

11% Snack Shack Uniforms

9% Sponsors 17%lnsurance, Charter,
6% Interest on Savings & Administration
2% Other _13%Jmpires

Take note from the charts how much the league depends on
unclaimed work deposit refunds. Many of these are from parents who
contribute lots of hours year after year, but think that Little League is a
good program and are happy to add this support. On the expense side,
we pay what we have to keep the league moving. The model for Little
League is 100% adult volunteer, but every year that seems to slip a bit
more and these days we pay teens to help with field setup and to
umpire the games.

We have a good relationship with UC Berkeley.
the land at the village, and the fields are the hom
League over the years. It is a good deal for every
fields, on the other hand, require cash--last year
$10,587 in rent.

Little League is, by design, a community progr
everyone's contribution of cash, volunteer effort,
participation in cheering the kids on. You can do
Little League affordable by helping with the

The university owns
egrown effort of Little
one. All the other

we paid the cities

am and depends on
and general

your part to keep
fields and the snack

shacks, and by treating the equipment and everythin g else like
it is your own----because really it is.
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How | Became a
Sportswriter
By Mark Camps

I've covered four World Series, a dozen playoff

series, an All-Star Game or two. | was forced to ta Ik to
Barry Bonds on a daily basis during much of the

1990s, enduring the surly slugger's sullen attitude and
curt remarks. But I've also dealt with many gentlem en

of the game, like Nolan Ryan, Cal Ripken, and Mike
Schmidt.

So, how did | get a job, writing about baseball for
the San Francisco Chronicle, one of the 10 largest
papers in the country? The answer is in several par ts:
obsession, curiosity, making lemons out of lemonade ,
being in the right spot at the right time, and -- a nd as

someone once told me -- guts and luck. Oh, and |
guess | should thank my parents for having a daily
newspaper on the breakfast table every morning.

| was obsessed by

baseball as a kid,

keeping a daily record

of statistics in my

journal-notebook---

top 20 home run

hitters, hits and RBI

lead-ers. As | got

older, maybe age 14

or 15, | would keep a

daily log of Giants

averages, and in

particular, the daily

at-bat totals of my

favorite player, Willie

McCovey.

It was fun, but | always wondered why the numbe rs
| kept in my journal didn't match the statistics in the
newspaper. During the summer after my junior year
of high school, | got up enough courage to call the San
Jose Mercury sports department. | explained very
courteously to the sports department employee |
spoke with that the Merc's stats were way off. | g ot

lucky because instead of hanging up on me, he
listened and was appreciative of my attentiveness.

| continued to call the paper every couple of weeks
or so. Then one day, during the summer after
graduating from high school, the Mercury called me.
The man I'd been talking to asked if i would like t o]
come down to the paper and take a look at how the
sports department worked and how the stats were put

into the newspaper. Of course | accepted, and | go ta
nice tour. As | was thanking him and getting ready to
leave, he asked if would like to work for the paper ,
working Fridays and Saturdays, taking reports over the
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phone from high school football games. The tour wa S
really a job interview in disguise.

The job was horrible for my high school social life,
but it was my foot in the door to the world of
sportswriting. After a year at the Mercury, in 198 11

headed to college, Cal State Long Beach, and to my
surprise, found a job waiting for me. One of the

editors of the Merc talked to one of the editors at the
Press-Telegram about this kid who was coming down
to Long Beach. Presto, | was offered a job at the P -T

as a scoreboard editor and part-time high school
reporter.

Two years later, as | was finishing up my d egree
in business, | approached the San Francisco Chronic le
about a job editing their scoreboard page. After a two
minute interview, the sports editor at the Chronicl e,

liking my newspaper background and knowledge of the
game, offered me the job on the spot.

| began at the Chronicle right out of college. After
covering several high school football and basketbal |
games September 1985, | was assigned to cover my
first major league baseball game. At that game, an
afternoon affair against the Reds, a rookie named E ric
Davis hit a home run for the Reds and beat a terrib le
Giants team under its new manager Roger Craig.

More than 20 years later, I've attended and cove red
at least 1,000 professional baseball games, from
spring training to the World Series, and hundreds o f
college and high school games, too. I've also writt en
stories about almost everything for the sports sect ion--
-pro rodeo, college volleyball, the Scottish Highla nd
Games.

These days | write a Sunday column called "By the
Numbers,” a compilation of statistical oddities, tr ivia,
anecdotes and observations, all rolled into one. | also

edit other writers and make suggestions about what
stories go into the newspaper.

Is this the best job in the world? Hardly. I've
worked a lot of nights and weekends, I've eaten a | ot
of late-night pizza, and yes, I've endured the rant ings
of many childish athletes. But if you love sports, can
communicate effectively, have a keen eye for detail S
and don't mind typing stories on your laptop comput er

on a crowded airplane, no job can be any better.
Mark Camps is manager of the AA Yankees,

coach on the Majors Cardinals, and sportswriter
for the San Francisco Chronicle.
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The Spirit of the Volunteer cont.

Walking and Talking with
David Krone, Part |l

When we left the Albany Little League's
indefatigable player agent in the previous issue of
the Little Leaguer, he was on a little walk down
memory lane, strolling around North and South
Field and detailing the 1980s, his early years as
the league's player agente --- D.R.B.

This was an Albany city park. The University

was never in charge of the fields, and Little
League was independent of the parks
department. Those basketball courts over there
used to be a City tennis court. And that building
[now the University Village Community Center]
used to be part of the Albany park system. The
City went through a process to transfer
jurisdiction back to the University that was
complete by the late 80s.

The only idea about the fields was, well, you
prep the field for a game. There was no concept
of maintaining a field. That idea is something
that's evolved over the years.

Can you recall how you actually got into
working on the fields?

There was something that got me actually
committed. It was '83 and | was coaching that
year. | thought I'd help out with the fields on
Opening Day. So | got here at seven in the
morning, and | was amazed that the field looked
like it had been trashed. It was like they got out
the chalk machine and made funny shapes from
home plate through shortstop! | couldn't figure
out why anybody would do this. Well, | figured
people would show up, and we'd get it all taken
care of. But nobody showed up.

So it was just a little vandalism?

No, what | took as vandalism was field prep for
Opening Day! Remember, there was no concept
of maintaining a ball park; it was just field prep.
So how do you deal with field prep? You give a
kid five bucks to do it! In this instance the kid
who was getting paid got some help from his
dad, who was an early-riser. So the rest of the
season | got down to the fields at 6 a.m. each
Saturday morning  to make sure that pair didn"t
trash the fields! That"s really how | got into it.
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When you think about it, besides the fields,
what is really different about the League
from when you started in '82?

The number of people doing quality work is the
biggest difference. The contributions back then
were sincere, but it was like an 18-century
physician bleeding  his patient. The treatment,
however well
intentioned
usually made
the condition
worse. Now
when people
do something
they actually
make things

better.
Why do you
think  that
is?

Well, for

one thing, we

have more

people  now

who read books. By that | mean, more people
have day jobs that require them to solve
problems and be creative. Also, we have better
communication. There was no Internet or e-mail
25 vyears ago. Plus, we benefit from Rex
Higginbotham"s recruiting genius. Rex has a
talent for getting good people with young kids to
commit to jobs. Parents hold jobs longer now
than they did 25 years ago, and with longevity
comes institutional memory.

The cultural change is most visible among our
coaches. Years ago, a typical practice was an
adult throwing to one kid at bat as 10 kids stood
around to shag balls. Now, our coaches go to the
clinics and put into practice what they see. I"ll b
many of them read books on coaching, too. The
result is a much higher average level of play than
25 years ago, and my bet is that the majority of
the best coaches the league has ever had in its
50 years are coaching in the league right now.

Is there something ahead that you consider
a big challenge to the league right now?

Well, it might be perpetuating an environment
where parents are motivated and are continuing
to volunteer.

So what has kept you motivated all these

years?
There's always new stuff to do.
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EXTRA! EXTRA!
TEAM REPORTS

www.albanylittleleague.com

SINGLE-A

Astros
FIVE LITTLE MONKEES

The energy-blast Astros  look
increasingly like seasoned pros as
they run, hit, catch and high-five their
way to summer. Catcher Darien Eng
worked home plate with skill and
courage in a game against the
walloping Blue Jays. Hurray for
protective gear. In the same game,
pitcher  Clayton McDonald taught
everyone a thing or two about
keeping an eye on the ball, as he
worked with teammate and ace first
baseman Rowan Craig to get
runners out. Rafael Arms
concentrated deeply to hit a power
grounder that got him easily to base.

In a game against the mighty
Mariners, Lev Corne smacked a ball-
blurring right field hit. Miguel de
Lavega followed with a pop fly that
escaped a sea of hopeful gloves. And
Eli Townsend sent a ball high-and-
dry over second base, to produce the
run. On the field, Andrew
Whittemore looked a lot like a
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Houston Astro as he reached high to
snatch an inning-ending high fly.
Ethan Sedar kept busy as pitcher,
real busy, with perfectly aimed throws
resulting in handcuffed hitters and
great defense. Charles Rauch easily
took three bases after smacking a
grounder into center field in a game
against the going-strong Tigers. Dust
and friendship are  Astro themes of
midseason, and they go together well.
Andrew Liu hits with intensity that
gets the whole team cheering. You
can count on Malayan Godner-
Abravanel to give his all to the bat,
helping everyone score. Alexander
Hodges and Michael McCabe prove
that it!ls about fun and skills, as they
swing hard and hustle on the field.

---Kate Rauch

Blue Jays
| SONG ORTHODONTICS

The stands are filled with the roar of
laughter and cheer from lively Blue
Jay parents. You know where these
kids learned the fun part of their
program" But what are they learning?
They!re catchin!, they!re throwin!,
they!re rockin! n! rollini# and now,
$ltls all about execution. They!re

Albany, California

getting the ball. It's what to do with it
next,% observes Assistant Coach
Daniel Lew . Parent Leyna
Bernstein concurs, $First it was all
about getting on base. Now, there!s
more emphasis on fielding.%

What do the Blue Jays love most
about baseball? How are they having
fun? Kaylan Sykes and Kevin Lew
love being the pitcherls helper
because theylre involved in every
play. Best buddies on and off the
diamond Conor Hogan , Ryan
Jodatian , and Jesse Valva love
batting. $I love the feel of the bat
cracking the sweet spot,% explains
Conor . They also admit to loving the
sound of the crowd!s applause. Ryan
Glatt loves his three batting gloves,
especially his $lucky glove% from older
brother Josh . Noah Glasser , Cory

Sterner , and Jonathan DeWitt love
being a part of the team and making
new friends. Team players" Alex

White , Niko Lopez , and Chase
Pastor are excited about what they!re
learning and love to practice over the
weekends with their Dads. Eli
Barnes , Alex, Cory , and Ryan J .
love showing their team spirit by
wearing  their Blue Jays hat
everywhere they go.

MAY 20, 2006 PAGE 1



All the Blue Jays love their $post-
game cheer% and the ensuing group
running and mitt-throwing melee.
Way to go, Blue Jays"

---Kerrily Kitano

Marlins
GORDO'S TACQUERIA

The young Marlins are swinging
some heavy lumber. The Brian Oh

led offense has been Vvirtually
unstoppable averaging 20 runs per
contest. Oh has put on a clinic with
the bat, the highlight being a soaring
grand slam against the Tigers. First
baseman Sam Noble has been a key
offensive contributor and has
anchored the defense with his slick
glove. Nic Salvo and Cody Sim have
earned reputations as hard-hitters,
nearly maiming their coach/pitcher on
numerous occasions with screaming
liners. Savvy veteran Jeremy Lane
has reached base safely 16 of 17

W.Randy McCommons

times through five games" Nate
Sanders has flashed some leather
coming up with all-star plays from the
shortstop position. Pitcher Henry
Brusseau showed great reflexes
against the Mariners snaring a frozen
rope and tossing to Noble to double a
runner off first. The Tigers had a
tough time keeping Dylan Ransley
and Max Blau off the bases as the
two combined for nine hits and eight
runs. Speedy Ben Church sizzled
against the Brewers with three
singles. James Bartlett was a thorn
in the side of the Blue Jays with a
perfect day from the leadoff spot: four
hits, four runs.  Trevor Wescott has
scored eleven runs in only four
games. But if the $Fish% have a true
specialty, it is the post-game
handshake. The chorus of $Good
game, Good game% has turned into a
mosh pit of Marlins and Mariners or
Blue Jays or Tigers with laughter and
smiles topping off another great day
at the yard.

---J. Brusseau
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Mariners
DOMINO'S PIZZERIA

A sparkling, warm evening found
the Mariners and Brewers on the
South Field.  Riley Ridgway drilled $a
STINGING line drive% down the third
base line. Eric Yen followed suit with
a sky-high shot that found him safely
on first base. Miles Martinez made a
diving grab from first base to secure
the first out in the Mariners! dazzling
defensive showcase. Noel Herrera
and Nico Bilbao stepped up to the
plate and mirrored each other at
different games as they loaded the
bases, while their savvy base-running
skills turned singles into  doubles”
Henry Rugg!s fast hands stole a
Brewer blast that seemed destined to
go deep, while Caleb Carpenter
made a spectacular catch to secure
the out at first base.

Taking the field two days later with
the Astros, Chris Carpenter hit a
thundering double that sent any
remaining geese in search of quieter
grass" Joshua Temple secured the
third out with his smart play and fast
feet at second base. = Emerson Birch
continued the trend of big hits with a
powerful double that earned him an
RBI. Noel Herrera stopped what
would have most certainly proven an
extra base hit with a precise throw to
halt the play at a single. Dixon
Layton ran up all three outs at
second base to bring the Mariner bats
back up in the fifth. Jackson
Freeman hit a blistering screamer
that found the hole between first and
second. Julian Cole was a defensive
standout with his fine play at catcher
to conclude the game. As the Astros
and Mariners shook hands at the end
of this exciting match-up, coaches and
fans alike wished that these two
teams could play each other every
game"

---Sarah Layton

Stephen Walsh

Nationals
GOLDEN GATE FIELDS
April 22 Nationals vs. Tigers: After

weeks of cancellations due to rain and
wet fields, the all-new Nationals'
coaches, players and parents were all
glad to see some action. And a
rousing opening game it was" Facing
the fine Tigers team, our players
showed many strengths individually
and as a team in batting, base-
running and fielding. Here are some
highlights of the game. Ashton
Aspley missed this game, and Wally
Brostrom 's arm was still mending.
Judging from their play since then, it's
clear they're great assets for the
team.

Every Nationals player batted
successfully during the game" In the
fourth inning nine players got hits,
seven consecutively, and in the next
inning nine players got hits once
again" Most hits were singles--tips,
grounders and line drives--with strong
base  running: Jack Ely (4),
Jonathan Kairys (4), Caleb Monson
(1), Jesse Nankin-Royer 3),

Aaron Horng

Angelo Paraiso (2), Brandon Ross
(3), Chet Shemchuk (4), Jordan
Williams (1), David Woodfin 4)
and Sarah Brostrom (2). In addition
Jordan hit  three triples, and
Jonathan  hit one"

There were some great plays during
the game. Jesse fielded a grounder
and tagged third base for an out;
Jonathan  caught four grounders and
made tags or throws for the outs;
Jordan at catcher caught two tips
from batters and later caught a
grounder at third and threw the
runner out across the diamond;
David fielded grounders at second
and at pitcher and also caught a fly;
and Chet caught a fly at first for
another out.

There was good rapport on the field
and great support for batters from the
bench throughout the game. Coaches
Nathan, P.J. and Shem , assisted by
Romell in the dugout, helped the
players stay focused and get the most
out of the game.

---Shams Kairys
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Rangers
JOHN & SUE GRIFFIN

The Rangers are truly red-hot this
season with their combination of crack
defense and solid hitting.  First base
has proved to be the team!s defensive
$sweet  spot%. Theo  "Sticky
Fingers# Lewis , Jacob "Velcro
Hands# Schwartz and Sam "lron
Glove# Agate  snagging all there is to
snag. Henry "Eagle Eye#
Rosenfeld has that second base isn't
a bad place to be either, making great
defensive routinely.

Sebastian "The Jolt# Jones and
Gabe "The Wood# Woody have
been cranking and Cam "The Man#
Daly has sent several balls into orbit.

Eli "The Lion# Dinneen has been an
RBI leader, and  Tucker "The Drive#
Palmeri has been smashing the ball
past scurrying infielders with

regularity. Charles "The Bash"
Disbrow and lhson "The Sonic#
Nassiri have added to the Ranger
danger with timely hitting.

The Rangers took two from the
Nationals, then came wupon the
Mariners on Mother's Day. This time

it was Julian Zemach-Lawler and
Tucker Palmeri supplying the
punch. The mom's came to play too
with  Gabe's mom, Sarah Henry,
making a sprawling grab in the
bleachers on a high pop-fly, making
several Rangers wonder aloud if she
could suit up and actually join the
team. Meanwhile, Samuel Agate
made several strong throws to Eli at
first base despite a stomach cramp
that forced Sam to leave the game,
and  Abraham Hill was a big
contributor offensively. When asked

by a reporter why the Rangers are so
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successful this year, Theo replied,
*Our coaching is second to none*.

---Charles Disbrow & Teresa
Chuh Agate

Tigers
TANNAHILL REALTY

The Tigers have continued to show
strong play and develop their team
spirit. On  May 6th  against the Blue
Jays , the Tiger!s tight defense got
three outs in every single inning,
earning them a team trip to the ice
cream shop from  Coach Peter . Willy
Bass, as pitcher, got the first two
outs, scrambling for grounders and
tossing the ball to  Sylvan Ludewigt
at first. In the third inning, Jacob
Kelly was involved in all three outs at
first. He caught a pop-up, grabbed a
grounder, and caught a ball coming
from second baseman Sylvan. Billy
Tressler made an awesome catch at
third, scooping it up before it hit the
ground. Tarin ~ Kim, at second,
grabbed a grounder and tagged the
runner on his way to second. Pitcher
Paulo  Amaro scooped up a
groundball and swiftly threw it to
Tarin at first. Shortstop ~ Sylvan made
a stunning leaping catch for an out;
he grabbed a grounder and threw it to
Tyler O!Neal at third for the next
out. Tyler!'s sure glove got the Tigers
3 outs in their next game against the
Astros (May 13) He caught 2
popflies as pitcher. Then Tyler caught
a long fly ball to left center; he swiftly
threw the ball to Orion Lewallen at
first to get a double play" Pete
Chaicana at shortstop grabbed a hot
grounder and astutely threw the ball
to second to get the lead runner. Only
4 batters got up to bat that inning"
Jacob Amme stuck with a bobbled
ball at second and was still able to
make the out at second. Tigers
offense is strong, too. Henry Bross
smacked a ball up the first base line
for an RBI single. Elias Mizock is
hitting hard balls up the middle. With
runners on base, Carl Stott is
whacking balls up the left side. Orion!s
aggressive base running, along with
good hitting, is scoring for the Tigers.
Bring them on"

---Daryl Austern

(NOT REPORTING)

Brewers
FULFORD
ORTHODONTICS

DOUBLE-A

Orioles
KINGSFORD CAPITAL
MANAGEMENT, LLC

Orioles v. Phillies + In the first,
Liam Knowles brought home 4
Sutter and Charlie Arriero. Jack
Tomasik  finished the inning with a
huge hit. In the field, Jack made a
great catch at second for an out.
Reilly Seban  had a base hit and then
stole both second and third. Sam
Wilkins  took to the mound in the
third and then in the fifth stole third
base.

Against the Angels, in the first,
Nick Sternad ,, and Brian Jaurez
had good base hits. Emmalee
Kneafsey also nailed a base hit. In
the field during the second, Emma
was great behind the plate and Nick
made a huge a catch for the first out.

In the third, Thomas Gunkel hit a
single, Sam Lombardi advanced him
to second, and then  Nick hit Thomas
to third. Keeping up the heat, Z hitin
two runners home with a double and
was then sent home by Charlie . Liam
hit Charlie home and the Orioles took

to the field where they held the
Angels at bay. In the fourth at bat,

Aren  Yegissian-Kanneian had a
sharp pop fly and Reilly made it
home. In the field, Sam L . caught

almost identically weird bouncing balls
with throws to  Aren at second base
for the second and third out. What a
rally + what teamwork" Brian showed
real hustle in the fifth with a quick run
to first. A final nice surprise for the
moms was the Orioles coach providing
orange roses for each player to
present to their 51 fans.

---Jennifer Lombardi

Phillies
KENNETH BREHNAN,
DDS, MS

The Phillies have really come alive in
these last two close games against
the Yankees ™ Eli Berson started it
in the bottom of the first with a hit
and scored when Paul Bauer a hit a
line drive. That set the stage for
strong batting throughout the game.
Nicholas Howett got his first two
hits, the second being a clean double.
Tupac Leahy  knocked a double and a
triple . Danny Golde hit solidly to
land on first , and Noam Samuels
followed with a hit to first. Nathan
Zicherman drove both Danny and
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Noam home while playing the pickle
between first and second for as long
as he could draw it out. Rowan
O!Connell-Gates got a solid hit his
second time up, scoring the last of the
Phillies 7 runs in total.

The very next game, the Phillies
fought out another close one with the
Yankees. Camden Sikes  achieved a
personal best of 3-for-3. Jacob
Beckman got two hits. But the
Yankees creeped by the Phillies for
the second time. Defensively,
Nicholas Howett got his first out
when he tagged a  Yankee trying to
steal third. Ben Roosevelt pitched
aggressively for two innings and
managed to hold the opposition
scoreless.

---Ginny Roemer

Pirates
CERAMI BUILDERS

April 28: Pirates vs. Yankees;
April 30: Pirates vs. Orioles; May
7. Pirates vs. Red Sox; May 12:
Pirates vs. Orioles; May 14:
Pirates vs. Red Sox

Pirates fans have enjoyed five great
games and witnessed remarkable
team cohesion since the last weekend
in April. Asked what is best about
their team, Henry Bazakas
comments $Pirates have some very
good pitchers%. According to Delilah
Davis , $Pirates have become good
hitters%. Max Katz-Balmes credits
$great baserunning% for their success
as a team. Arabelle Schoenberg
observes $We have become a good
team and have a lot of comraderie%.
Sara Cerami acknowledges $ We
have a pretty good team and know
how to have fun%.

From the stands, it!s clear that this
team is well-rounded, strong in both
offense and defense. Most impres-
sively, it!ls the dignified and profess-
sional conduct of the players that
wows the crowd.

The Motherls Day game opened
ceremoniously with a starting pitch by
Dottie Eisner , Sevrin Weiss! great-

grandmother. Brad Kline was the
starter and got great defensive plays
by Nathan Greco , who solidly

protected third base, making two tag-

outs in the first inning. Second inning
ended with a grounder to Brad who
sent the ball to  Sam Marston at first
base for a force out.

Oscar Brown demonstrated great
offense, with a line drive past second
base in both third and fifth innings,
getting a single and a double. RBI!s
by Max, Arabelle, Brad, and Sara
kept the game alive. Sevrin Weiss
as the closer, remained cool and
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collected. Coach Duane Greco
commended the team at $maintaining

good defense when the Pirates were
threatened late in the day.%

Other notable events this month
include single base hits by Grace
Wallau against both the Yankees and
the Red Sox. In the Yankee game,
Delilah Davis created an RBI and
defensively closed the game as she
stopped the ball at second base and
pegged it to first baseman Sevrin.

--- Sue Johnson

Red Sox
WHITMER & ASSOCIATES

The Red Sox continue to shine as
the season progresses. On April 30 R
the Red Sox (6) played the Phillies
(0). Pitcher Ray Karam made an
amazing bare-handed catch and throw
from his knees to get an out at first.

He then showed his pitching skills by
striking out the next six batters to
come to the plate™ In the top of the
third, Clayton McDonald blasted the
ball into center field. Next up, Isaiah
Deal , another powerhouse hitter,
slammed the ball for a triple. In the
bottom of the 8 ™, Cullen Ridgeway
proved his skills as catcher with an
easy throw to Sam Kreisberg at
second to get the runner stealing.

On May 6 ", the Red Sox played
twice. In an early game against the
Angels (Red Sox 8.9Angels 6) our
Sox held the Angels until the last
possible moment. This game allowed
the Sox to display their awesome
defensive skills. In right field, Ray
caught two pop flies to end the first
inning. In the bottom of the third,
Sam made an excellent tag on a huge
throw from Isaiah at deep center.
Teddy Swain  played great defense at
first base, and got a huge single in

the top of the 4 ™ for an RBI.  Ethan
Salzman showed awesome infield
skills when he stopped a grounder and
made an out at second base.

Later that day it was Red Sox <9
Yankees 4 with pitcher  Avery Tonkyn
striking out three of the first four
batters in the first inning" In the Sox
first, Kevin Yen single was followed
by awesome hits by both Nathan
Frankel and Andrew Sterner , and
impressive stealing by all three of
them. Next came a strong double by
Michael Castillo , a home run by
Clayton , and a solid double by  Ray .

On May 13, the Red Sox dropped
the Pirates again 6-4 and proved that
batting practice works. In the first
inning, every one of our hitters made
contact with the ball: Nathan
Frankel hit a whopper of a double,
and Cullen opened the second inning
with a blast all the way to the center
field fence, followed by awesome hits
by Sam and Kevin Luan . We
continued to shine in our fielding as
well, with a strong throw from Michael
to Kevin Yen for an out, excellent
pitching by Cullen, and a great play
by Kevin Luan at short stop to make
an out at first.

---Sarah Whitmer

Yankees
MECHANICS BANK

The Yankees continued their
standout performance in games
against the Pirates and Red Sox, and
two games each against the Phillies
and Angels. Close followers of the
action may be wondering, however,
$What are these Yankees really like?%
To answer that question and to get to
know the team a little better, this
reporter took the opportunity during
several recent games to find out what
the Yankees enjoy most about playing
Little League.

Pitching has proven to be the best-
liked role among Yankees players--
five out of twelve players name it as a
favorite. Sam Warren may have
explained it best when he noted that,
$I just like pitching.% Quenton
Dugan offered his own analysis,
revealing that $I like to throw strikes
so | can get people out.% Noel
Jameson highlighted the pitcher!s
central place in the game: $You have
the most control over the field.%
Rounding out the pitchers! responses,

Duncan Tait  spoke for them all when
he explained that pitcher is his
favorite position $because | like
pitching.%

At the other end of the battery two
Yankees have found the catcher
position to their liking. Kazuki
Akiyama made it clear why he
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catcher explaining $I want to get the

other players out.% Flynn Buxton-
Walsh shared Kazukils interest in the
catcher spot and noted, $lt's fun to

throw out people stealing.% He also
cited an additional advantage of the

catcher position, namely, that $you

don!t have to do much jumping.%

Despite the occasional requirement
for jumping, the infield has also been
popular with the Yankees. Hannon
Ayer favors the shortstop position
$because | like throwing really fast
and really short.% The critical catching
role at first base was Massimo
Lambert!ls  favorite because, $You get
the most attention.% Kye Moffat
picked the hot corner at third base as
his first choice, especially because, $I
like to tag people out.%

Yankee players have also shown a
preference for hitting and running.
Anastasia Malanche likes to get on
base and $bouncing off the base to
trick people.% Austin - Warren
pointed to batting as his own favorite
part of the game since, $lt!s funner
than the other stuff.% Grady Camps
seconded the motion in favor of
batting, observing that, %You get to
crush the ball sometimes.%

One message was clear throughout
these conversations with the Yankees:
Itls been a great season for the team
and theylve all found a part of the
game they really enjoy. In the final
analysis, theylve had some great
coaching, and have had good fun
while learning to play the game.

---Stephen Walsh

(NOT REPORTING)

Angels
LEE MYLES TRANSMISSIONS

TRIPLE-A

Devil Rays
EAST BAY PAINT CENTER

In the Devil-Rays! 8-3 victory over
the Twins, Eli Schwartz struck out 8
consecutive batters in the first two
innings. In the fourth and fifth
innings, Robert Wu  also struck out
five batters. Offensive leaders in that
game included Jacob Maler, with a
line drive single down the third base
line, and Christian Fargeix, who
singled up the middle past second
base. In our 10 +4 victory over the
Diamondbacks, Michael Orenstein
hit a double to left field to drive in two
runs, and Jake Bass slammed a
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single to center field. Defensive stars
included Noah Hermalin , who caught
a screaming line drive to third base,
and first baseman Lev Facher , who
in one inning caught two pop flies and
scooped up a hot grounder to shut
down a D-Backs rally.

In our <-3 loss to the Reds, Noah
at second base, had a beautiful pickup
of a hard-hit bouncer. Later, in the
same position, Jake Bass made a
diving catch to shut down a Reds
Rally. Behind the plate, catcher
Michael Lew  tagged out a runner at
the plate. In our <-4 loss to the
Rockies, right fielder Ben Jenkins
thrilled the crowd by throwing to
Chris Mullaney at first, who threw to
catcher Jacob Maler,  who tagged the
runner at the plate. Later in the
game, Gabe McGaw Ferran
repeated this feat from the left field,
throwing to Noah at third, who rifled
home a throw to Jacob, who again
tagged out the runner at the plate.

---Glenn Wolkenfeld

Diamondbacks
ANTHONY FREEMAN

It's been a hot and cold bunch of
games for the D-backs. The good
news is that despite a less-than-
stellar record, the team has started to
coalesce. With 3< runs in the last
three outings, our bats have come
alive and started to really produce +
where it counts”

Briefly (there!s a ton more detail
on the web about these games, folks)
strong Reds pitching kept our bats
awfully quiet in Game Four to the tune
of <-2. Let!s just say we limped away
from Game Five against the Royals
after losing 17-4. Game Six against
the Devil Rays wasn!t much better (at
one point it looked like another
slaughter was looming at 10-1) and
we lost that one 10-4.

Things started looking up in a
tough 17-14 loss to the Rockies in
Game Seven. A pitcherls duel it
wasn!t, but we certainly kept things
close with great hitting and sweet
baserunning. Kudos to Augie
Johansen , for hitting his first triple
(of three, so far) and to Max Brawer
for the defensive play of the game + a
seemingly effortless double play. And
hey, no shame in our 14 run effort
here.

We got some sweet revenge against
a strong Royals team in Game Eight

with RBI-licious hitting from Parker
(two monster doubles) Julian , (with
another huge double), Max B , and a

tomahawk double from Alex that was
hit so hard it set the sprinklers off"
The team got strong D from Gideon ,

Parker and  Augie as well as
excellent pitching and nice base

running from Gideon , Parker and
Alex . Special mention to Alex who
saved the game by fanning the last
two batters with bases loaded in the
bottom of the sixth to ensure the win
at 12-<.

The streak continued three days
later in a stellar Game Nine with an
incredible 12-11 win against the
Twins. Highlights included Daniells
and Gideon!s monster hits, Parker!s
LONG caught ball deep in center,
Augie!s two triples, Krishan!s  clutch
RBI, Gideon!s two doubles and great
pitching, Collinls  amazing slide at
home, Max!s stellar work at second
base and Daniells solid D and strong
pitching. Well done, D-backs"

---Josh Lebowitz

Reds
MARY & JOE'S

SPORTING GOODS
AAA Reds (Mary and
Joe!s)

April 29 « Reds 8, Diamondbacks

2; May 5 « Reds 11, Twins 6; May

3+ Reds 11, Devil Rays 6; May 7
Reds 12, Royals 7; May 10 « Reds

8, Mets 5; May 12 « Reds 3, White
Sox 7; May 14 « Reds 3, Royals 4

The Reds have come on strong since
the seasones soggy start, winning five
of their last seven games. Some
highlights in alphabetical order follow.
Robert Bermudez has been a
monster hitter leading the team in
RBIss, and he has fielded well, picking
a runner off second base with a throw
from center field; his absence due to
a recent injury leaves a large hole in
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the lineup.  Calvin Bernard has been
a solid hitter and pitcher, and has
been throwing nasty knuckleballs for
strikes. Elijah  Cooper has
dominated on the mound, and hit a
home run in the teames win against
the Royals. Joe Franco has been
successful as the teames closer and
shown excellent glove work at
shortstop, as when he made a
beautiful diving catch of a pop fly
behind third base against the Royals.
Graham Greenwood has hit the ball
hard and was responsible for two of
the teames three runs against the
White Sox; he had a RBI double, then
singled and stole second to put
himself in position to be brought
home. Eugene Heimann has pitched
with fine control and batted for clutch

hits; with the team down by two runs

in the last inning and the bases
loaded against the Royals, he
delivered a single against a tough
pitcher.  Sam Johnson has shown a
good arm as pitcher and swung the
bat with authority; he also turned in a
beautiful shoe string catch against the
White Sox. Alex Malanche has
driven in runs with his bat, and
manufactured runs with his feet;
against both the Royals and the
Diamondbacks, he got on base and
proceeded to steal second, third and
home. Christopher Nicas has
pitched well by throwing low strikes,
and delivered a 2-RBI, bases-loaded
double against the Devil Rays.
Michael Stromberg has displayed
good bat control; he has hit the ball
hard up the middle, but he also laid
down a nifty bunt against the Royals.
Jack Swett  showed Pete Rose hustle
by beating out two infield singles
against the Diamondbacks. David
Wheeler has hit the ball hard for
several RBIes, and been a surehanded
first baseman anchoring the infield.

---Mark Nicas
Rockies
ALBANY FIREFIGHTERS
ASSOCIATION
April 26: Mets 12, Rockies 25: Lots

of scoring made for an exciting game.
Cole Martiniak , Eli Baum , Bob Ely ,

Julian Ludewigt and Aidan
Gadberry all got it going early,
scoring in the first inning and Cole ,
Eli, Julian L ., Bob, Remi Lee |,
Julien Scribner , Kai Rasmussen
Josh Goldman Waters, Kai
Kramer , Noah Amme and Josh

Glatt all scored at the end for a
whopping 17 runs in one inning!!!
Josh was on fire on the pitchers
mound, taking care of 4 outs in the
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first two innings including a quick
reach for a fly ball. Kai L.is the guy to
watch out for if youere thinking of
stealing- teaming up with Julien and
Bob to maintain law and order. April
30: Rockies 11, Royals 3: Eli and
Cole both pitched great innings, along
with great defensive plays by Bob,
Aidan, Cole , and Noah to hold the
Royals to three runs in the first
inning. Kai R. teamed up with Bob
again to catch a runner trying to steal
third. Eli hit a fantastic triple in the
second inning for two RBIs.
May 6: Mets 6, Rockies 4: Noah
was the king of the mound, with 4
strikeouts and 2 assists in the last two
innings, and Bob almost did the same
in the first two innings, with 5
strikeouts. Aidan was very busy
playing first base, making several
outs, and both  Julian L. and Cole
managed to catch runners trying to
steal. May 9: Rockies 17,
Diamondbacks 14: It was a close
game with the Diamondbacks, with
lots of scoring and action in the field.
Eli managed the nearly impossible
while playing catcher, grabbing a foul
ball to make the last out of the game
an especially memorable one. May
11: Rockies 6, Twins 12 The Rockies
started up fast with a fantastic double
play in the first inning- Cole catching
a fly and tossing it to Eli to make the
out at second. Once again, Aidan -
AKA "Stickyfingers# showed his tricks,
diving for and catching a fly just past
the pitcher . Kai K., Aidan, Julian L.,
Cole, Remi, Noah and Julien S . did
a great job covering the field,
scooping up balls left and right to
make the outs.
May 13: Rockies 8, Devil Rays 4:
Cole pitched 4 innings, one with only
six tosses of the ball! Kai K. made a
great catch in LF and  Eli saw a lot of
action in the outfield, assisting in
several outs in the first half of the
game. Julian S . surprised the
opponents with is signature bunt,
easily getting on base.

---Tim Veness

Royals
ANDRONICO'S
Royals 17, Diamondbacks 4: The

Royals were on fire as every hitter
made contact. Jack Johnson  had two

more doubles, Gabriel Lazar
Garrido  doubled, Shan Dhaliwhal
doubled , Camilo Vilaseca singled

twice with 3RBlss . Evan Clark hit
himself on, Nick Kubler singled and
walked, Cassidy Hudson made solid
contact to reach base, Ben Kleven
singled , Kiran Misra Seibel singled,
James Weaver and Jack Friedson

walked, and Liam Klaidman-Rinat
singled, as the Royals scored 5 runs in
every inning except the first. The
pitching was solid as no hitter put the
ball over an outfielders head.
Mother!s Day, Royals 4, Reds 3

The makeup game was scheduled for
Motheres Day. The Royals got a full 12
players as Kiran Misra Seibel
pitched a wonderful four innings and
allowed two runs. By that time, the
Royal mothers were waving their blue
sparklers. Kiran was backed up by
Jack Johnson!s ninth and tenth
doubles of the year.  Cassidy Hudson
also laid down a perfect bunt single.
Gabriel Lazar Garrido smacked a
triple, Evan Clark celebrated his

birthday with two hits, Camilo
Vilaseca walked  twice, Liam
Klaidman-Rinat singled, James

Weaver walked, and Jack Friedson
walked. Shan Dhaliwhal came in to
pitch and struck out the side in the
fifth. Royals led into the sixth, 4 to 2.
With the bases loaded, a single went
into left field and Kiran picked it up
and gunned the tying run out at home
to win the game. Nick Kubler had
two nice catches in the outfield and
two hits and Ben Kleven  played good
D as the Royals pulled out the win for
their mothers. Happy B-day Evan!!!!
---Camilo Vilaseca

Twins
DAVE'S DOUGOUT
DESIGN A SIGN

Twins 3 Devil Rays 5;
Twins 10 White Sox 9; Twins 11
White Sox 4; Twins 6 Reds 11;
Twins 6 White  Sox 7;
Twins 12 Rockies 6; Twins 11Mets

10: The Twins have played an
exciting series with the White Sox
(winning the series two games to one)

and have had many thrilling games.
Their hitting has been phenomenal
and the team has had exciting run
down plays and spectacular catches.
The most exciting game of this set
was the game against the Mets. Filled
with unusual plays, the Twins won the
game in extra innings. Robin
Rosenberg pitched an amazing
inning against the Mets. With the
bases loaded, he pitched two
strikeouts to end the sixth and to
send the game into extra innings.
Tirzah Riley made a magnificent
catch in the seventh to end the game.

In other news,  Scott Sowko had a
phenomenal catch in center field
against the White Sox. James
Stoner has pitched and fielded well
for the team. Alex Rowland has
made spectacular plays at home and

in the field. Luke Watry  has played
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a solid first base and has been hitting

the ball hard. Mark  Tingwald has
been amazing behind the plate and
Bradley Muller has been unyielding

at first and hitting solidly. Julien
Krzyzosiak!ls  bat has come alive and
he is hitting hard shots. Aaron

Lieberman  has been driving in runs
with strong hits. Jesse Barber has
been pitching great games and
contributing plays in the outfield.
Andrew Chiang is pitching and
fielding well for the team. The team
is really working together and having
lots of fun. They are looking forward
to many more exciting games in the
next weeks.

---Margaret Muller

White Sox
ALBANY..BOWL

The White Sox wrapped up the first
half of their season with a 4-3 record
going 2-2 in their last four games.
Game 1 of this 4-game stretch saw
the resilient White Sox put together a
comeback for the ages, crawling back
from an 0-7 hole to score five runs in
the fourth and three more in the sixth
to win the game. Tyler Prince got
the offense started with a big
opposite-field triple in the fourth.
Zach Obstfeld got into the mix with
two hits and four RBI. The big blow
came in the teames last at bat when
Matt McKenzie hit a bases-loaded
walk-off double to send the White Sox
faithful home happy. Strong pitching
from Sami Tugan , Nico Buxbaum,
Carl Jacobs, and Noah Bremmer ,
kept the game from getting out of
control, setting up the late inning
heroics

The White Sox treated their fans to
another dramatic game in their next
match-up spotting the Twins a 10-5
lead before pouring on the offense in
the late innings only to fall short,
having the tying run called out on a
close play at the plate to end the
game. Dylan Stevens continued his
hot hitting going 3-for-3 in the game.

Matt  McKenzie provided the
fireworks once again in the last game,
driving in the winning run with a
sacrifice fly in the 6th to propel the
White Sox to a 7-6 win over the rival
Twins. Key defensive diving plays by
Matthew Mino at second base in the
1st and shortstop in the 3rd kept the
game close. Tyler Caldwell and
Kolby Butcher played a big part in a
5 run fifth inning that helped the team
storm back into the game.

---Marcello Mino
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Mets
BAVARIAN
PROFESSIONALS

MAJORS

Athletics
ALBANY PEACE OFFICERS

April 29 Athletics 4, Cardinals 2:

Griffin  Goetz singled and Orion
Read homered. Clayton Langbein!s,
Tommy Kurtz!s, and Sam Quady!s
singles produced another second
inning run, enough to win as Daniel
Supple struck out ten. May 1
Athletics 4, Cubs 9: Giving up six
hits and two walks and committing
three errors led to the Ass first loss.
May 4 Athletics 7, Giants 2: Isaiah

Smith opened this  showdown
between once-beaten teams by
doubling and scoring after Daniel!'s

and Griffinls  singles. Tommy drove
in two more in the second, but the
Giants closed to 3-2 after four.

Daniel's  two-run homer in the fifth
opened some ground, and the Aes

added two more in the sixth. May 6
Athletics 10, Cardinals 0: Isaiah!s
double, Jake Kermish-Wells! single,

Daniel's RBI single, Orionls three-
run homer, and Isaac Bauer!s solo
blast got things rolling. Four more in

the second, and Orion!s two-hit
pitching produced a four-inning
mercy-rule  ending. May 11
Athletics 3, Braves 2: Isaiah!s and
Griffinls singles, Daniells sac fly,
and Orion!s  double produced two
runs. The Braves tied it after two,

and it stayed tied until Daniel's solo
homer in the fifth. May 13 Athletics

14, Braves 2: David Brostrom!s

RBI walk capped a four-run first, and
Adam Chinnls hard RBI grounder
highlighted the fourth inning of

another mercy-rule game, with the
Aes scoring seven more runs in
between. May 16 Athletics 5,
Giants 3

---Dave Quady

Braves
MR. ROOTER

The Braves broke through with
back-to-back wins in early May. The
key to both victories was the long
relief work of Rene Babior and
Garrett Freeberg . In one of the best
pitching debuts in Majorse history,
Babior shut out the powerful Giants
with four innings of one-hit relief. The
Braves rallied to win, 11-5, getting

doubles by Peter Schneider and
Daniel Baldassare and a triple by
Jacob Winkleman . Paulie Kennedy
helped Rene with two spectacular
catches in center field.

Rene was equally brilliant in his
second outing, allowing only one run
in four innings in a 3-2 loss to the Aes.

Freeberg got the win with three-
plus innings of effective work against
the Cards. The Braves rallied from 6-0
down and eventually won, 10-9, with
five runs in their last at-bat. The big
hit was Jake!s two-run double. Nick
Lamb later raced home on a wild
pitch with the winning run . Jack
Burley went  3-for-3  with  two
doubles, the second of which scored
Jack Robinson and Nick , who had
both singled in the fifth.

Paulie hit his fourth home run of
the campaign and doubled in a 7-4
loss to the Giants. Julian Binder
crushed a long double in the 3-2 loss
to the As. Aaron Frankel doubled in
a 14-2 defeat to the As, giving him
hits in consecutive games against the
hard-throwing As. Strong fielding by
middle infielders  Gabe Scaglione and
Peter has made the Braves very
competitive.

-- Paul Kennedy

Cardinals
ALBANY ROTARY

All losing seasons, like all unhappy
families, are unhappy in their own
way, and while the coaches can see
an increasing number of good things
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in every game, the kids tend to see
only wins and losses. Now, won-loss
record is not unimportant$keeping
score gives the games meaning$but
win or lose, the kids should benefit
from the process. The problem for the
grown-ups is convincing the kids
mired in a losing streak that theyere
gaining something in the grand
scheme of things

So to paraphrase perhaps the
greatest living American novelist,
"What can you say about a team with
a 1-8-1 record?# Well, take the hard-
working kid, eager to play catcher but
still green, who willingly goes to left
field even though he hates it, and
proceeds to nail a runner at the plate
with a perfect throw. Then therees the
young power hitter fighting through a
slump, who stifles a potential big
inning by gloving a grounder,
touching the bag and starting an
elegant 3-5 double play with a rifle
throw across the diamond. Or the 11-
year-old pitcher gutting it out against
powerful hitters two years older than
he. Or the 11l-year old batter$he
probably remembers striking out to
end the game against a dominating
pitcher, but does he also remember
his brilliant throw from right field to
save a run? Or the kid with a
diamond-hard passion for the game
who makes an emergency start and
goes 5 1/3 strong innings. Or his
catcher, bruised and bent over in
pain, but refusing to come out of the
game. Or the kid whoes asked to hit
to the right side in a crucial situation
to advance runners and does exactly
that, roping a hot shot that handcuffs
the first baseman

What the kids see are eight losses
and one lonely win. What their
coaches see are kids who
understandably get down on
themselves after a tough loss, but
who always rebound and come to the
next game ready to play hard---kids
who the coaches will never stop trying
to get to believe in themselves as
much as we believe in them.

---Jack Miller

Cubs
BERKELEY.MOTOR
WORKS

The Cubs are learning what it takes
to succeed, as they have played
superbly at times to win, but have
also handled adversity in some tough
defeats. These kids have the talent to
compete, and with some confidence,
consistency, and a little luck, the Cubs
are geared toward a solid stretch run.

On April 27,in an 11-5 loss to the

Cardinals, Ryan Masterson blasted a
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3-run homer over the centerfield
fence in the first inning. Chapin Rudd
picked up a solid single. On April 29,

in a tense pitching battle, Nathan Gill
and Zachary Chiang each threw
three innings for a combined 1-hitter,

yet the Giants scratched out a 3-2
victory. Rick Gentry = made the play
of the game, leaping to rob a potential
extra-base hit in centerfield. On May

1, the Cubs played a great game,
defeating the previously-unbeaten
Athletics, 9-4. Chowyu Zhang , Rick ,
and Ryan each pitched two strong
innings, stymieing a powerful A's
lineup. Meanwhile, Zachary led the
Cubs attack, ripping a double, and
one inning later, belting a grand slam

over the left field fence. Ryan started
the scoring with a two-run double in
the  first. Rylan ~ McCommons

crushed an RBI triple into the right-
center gap in the fifth and scored
on Chowyu's RBI single. On May 8,
the Cubs scored five runs in the third
inning, including two on a double by
Nathan , as eight consecutive batters
reached base. Ryan pitched three
strong shutout innings to start the
game, but the Giants rallied against
the bullpen to win 11-7. On May 10,
Zachary shut down the Cards over
four innings, and Connor Davidson
and David Jacobs showed they had
majors stuff in relief to close out the
game 11-1. Daniel Larman and
Zachary produced back-back two-run
hits in the third, and the Cubs blew
the game open in the sixth on run-
scoring hits by Ryanand Rylan . The
defense was outstanding as Sam
Cheyette  made a sliding grab of a
sinking liner to take away a hit, and
Ryo Huntamer made a sweet short-
hop pick on a chopper to retire a
batter. On May 13, the Cubs fell to
the Giants 7-3, as  Ryan hit a two-run
single and David picked up an RBI
with a walk. On May 15, in a see-saw
battle, the Cubs held on to defeat the
Cardinals 6-5. Ryan came up big
again, knocking in three runs, and in
the bottom of the sixth, striking out
the final three Cardinals with the
potential tying and winning runs on
base. Chowyu started for the Cubs
and pitched two scoreless frames.
David, Connor , and Nathan bashed
ringing doubles, and Ryo hit the
game-winning single with the bases
full.

---Ken Chiang

(NOT REPORTING)

Giants
ARROW GLASS

JUNIORS

Mission Reds
H.K.I.T. ARCHITECTURE
& PLANNING

May 18: Mission Reds 6 , Oaks 5.
News flash: just at press time the
Reds held on to a one run lead to beat
the heretofore unbeaten Oaks. It was
especially sweet after last weekes
crushing defeat by the Trees. Ben
Ceramils perfect throw to Jacob
Shaddock picked off the potential
tying runnerss attempt to steal third in
the sixth, and newcomer Kenji
Quides  struck out the side in the
seventh for the save.

May 16: Reds 8, Seals 7. Time,
or at least darkness, was on the Reds
side, as the umpires called the game
at the end of six, preserving the Redes

victory. A leaping catch by Lucas
Caldwell of a line drive foul ended
the game. The Reds showed

improving defense their last three
games, executing  two perfect
rundown plays and eliminating costly
errors.  Kyle Hamilton-Lecky made
a fine backpedaling catch in left, and
Lucas and Ben combined for a double
play in the second. Offensively, the
Reds took advantage of opportunities.

In the third, Danny Jacobs lined a
single to left, then advanced to third

on an overthrow following Benes bunt
single. He slid under the tag to score

on Kenjiss sacrifice fly. After Corey
Cisney and Henry Fullerton were hit
by pitches, Jesse Schumacher and

Ari Dickman-Koeppel plated runs on
a pair of fielderes choices.
Momentum has definitely shifted to
the Reds, now winners of three
straight games

(NOT REPORTING)

Seals
BBl CONSTRUCTION

Beavers
MOBILE AUTOBUILDING
SOLUTIONS

Oaks
GOODMAN LANDSCAPE
DESIGN
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Great Baseball Reads
for Kids

By Deborah Agre

Itss been a few decades since | read <The
Naturale by Bernard Malamud or saw <Bang the
Drum Slowly, but | remember clearly how these
stories featured baseball as a powerful metaphor
or dramatic backdrop.

They're adult reading of course, but there are
plenty of books written especially for children
that delight with descriptions of exciting games,
tales of dynamic teams and tournaments, of
colorful players and the ups and downs of a
baseball season.

My son Eli (pictured with his younger
brother Ezra ) developed his interest in baseball
at the age of two and our baseball reading
began. In years past he's enjoyed Frank and
Ernest Play Ball by Alexandra Day and  Bottom
of the Ninth by Dale Gottlieb for their
abundance of amusing!and now useful'baseball
slang.

At the Ball Game written by S. A Kramer and
realistically illustrated by Thomas LaPadula,
vividly describes a brother and sisterss experience
of attending their first pro game. Another old
favorite is the version of the classic baseball sto ry
Casey at the Bat with Patriciass Polaccaes
fabulous drawings and a surprise ending.

Eli's recently
been reading the
Baseball Card
Adventure series
by Dan Gutman,
and his current

favorite is
Honus and Me
Gutman, who's

authored more

than fifty books , says, "l hated to read as a kid. |
thought reading was boring and hard to do. My
mother used to buy me comic books hoping it
would get me interested in reading. It didn't
really work. It wasn't until | was about in fourth
grade or so and | became a big sports fan.
Suddenly | wanted to know everything about
sports, so | had to read about it. That's what got
me interested in reading."

Good children's baseball fiction is not hard to
find. Some of our little leaguers are full of good
recommendations. Eli's teammate on the
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Rockies, Noah Amme, loves The Boy Who
Saved Baseball by John H. Ritter. "There are
great characters in the book and | like how

[Ritter] describes the baseball action and even
the action off the baseball field was fun to read,
too", he says.

Another of Noahes favorites is Baseball Fever
by Johanna Hurwitz. And of the many baseball
books by Matt Christopher, he gives Stealing
Home the MVB (Most Valuable Book) award. He
says," | liked the intense action and play-by-play.

The author makes you feel like you were there,
watching the game".

Noah has recently discovered the Scrappers
series by Dean Hughes. His favorite is Play Ball,
the first title in the series. He says he likes "how
the author describes how the players felt. It
seemed like it was a real Little League game,
reminding me of some of the feelings I've gotten
while playing."

Swapping recommendations with kids and their
parents will yield many more good reads. And
don't forget the public library.

MORE GOOD BASEBALL READS

From Julie Winkelstein
Albany Children's Librarian

Mama Played Baseball
by David A. Adler (ages 5-8)
Fleet-Footed Florence
by Marilyn Sachs (6 and up)
Cam Jansen and the Mystery of the Babe Ruth
Baseball
by David A. Adler (6-9)
Wild Pitch
by Christopher Nicoll (8-11)
Finding Buck McHenry
by Alfred Slote (9 and up)
In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson
by Betty Bao Lord (9-12)
Ruby Tuesday
by Jennifer Anne Kogler (12-15)
Athletic Shorts
by Chris Crutcher (teen)

ALITTLE BASEBALL QUIZ:
WHO AM |?

1) | played and/or managed for seven teams,
including the Yankees, Mets, Dodgers, and
Giants.

2) For home runs, there's Hank Aaron, Babe
Ruth, Barry Bonds, and then me.

3) I'm a Bay Area native who spent four
seasons with the A's. Last season | was World
Series MVP.
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Our Generous Sponsors

| Song Orthodontics (Blue Jays) High quality family
orthodontic care with careful attention to individ ual needs
www.isongorthodontics.com 1183 Solano Avenue, 528-
2228... Gordo's Taqueria (Marlins) "Awesome burritos" too

at popular Solano location "Fast, delicious, quali ty
ingredients, and the best bang for your buck." Cal | in orders
528-8226 ! The Mechanics Bank (Yankees) Independent
community banking since 1905, latest technology wit hout
sacrificing personal service 801 San Pablo, Albany
www.mechbank.com I Cerami Builders (Pirates) Berkeley
based full construction com-pany since 1987 for rem odels
addi-tions, and new construction (521-7251) ! Fulford
Orthodontics (Brewers) Dedicated to professional yet
personal care in a fun and friendly environment. El Cerrito

Plaza, 527-7111 www.fulfordortho.com!

Andronico's (Royals) "Passion for every ingredient," featuring

a full line of everyday grocery items plus specialt y items from
around the world. Open 8AM - 10PM Daily 1850 Solano ,
Berkeley 524-1673 ! Golden Gate Fields (Nationals) Since
1941, the _ turf action in the East Bay, On 225 acres of Alban y
shoreline. www.goldengatefields.com Domino's (Mariners)
The Pizza Delivery Specialists. 1421 Solano Ave 52 6-9346
Hours: Su-Th 11AM-12AM, Fr-Sa 11AM-1AM ! Mary and
Joe's Sporting Goods (Reds) An Albany High baseball cap?

A swimsuit for

those laps you're

really going to

start swimming

now? Tetherball?

Tube sox? 911

San Pablo Ave.

510-524-6542 !

Bavarian

Professionals

(Mets) A wide

range of service

and repair options

for all BMW

models. www.bavpros.com 1218 7th Street, Berkeley 524-
6000 ! Dave's Dougout (Twins) Sportscards and
collectibles 863 San Pablo, 524-7120 www.davesdougo ut.com
Albany Bowl (White Sox) The home for family entertainment.
36 lanes, café, billiard hall, great parking, priv ate parties.
www.albanybowl.biz 540 San Pablo 526-8818 ! Mr. Rooter
(Braves) Full service plumbing and drain cleaning w hen you
need a qualified plumber. 1516 University Avenue, B erkeley,
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843-6378 !  Albany Rotary (Cardinals) Com-munity service

projects and college scholarship programs. Members hip by
invitation. Lunch every Tuesday 12:30 at Solano Gr ill & Bar,
1133 Solano ! H.K.L.T. Architecture & Planning (Mission
Reds) Since 1964 specializing in Planning, Design, Interior
Design, Specifications, CADD, Construction Administ ration,
and other technical areas. www.hkit.com ! Goodman

Landscape Design (Oaks) Berkeley-based, blending superior
craftsmanship with unique artistic possibilities fo r exceptional
gardens 528-8950 www.goodmanlandscape.com.

----More Sponsors Next Issue----

YOU NEED TO KNOW

You can apply for your Work Deposit Refund as
soon as you have completed eight hours of work for
the League. Don't forget that unless you're one of
those pulling at least 50 hours, you have to do your
fair share at the Snack Shack,

Pick up the form at either Snack Shack.
Remember, all refund requests must be in by
August 1, including a stamped, self-addressed
envelope per the instructions on the form.

Would you like to make a donation to kids'
baseball? An easy way to contribute is to complete
your League work, but not apply for the Work
Deposit Refund. All unclaimed work deposits are
used to pay for Little League in Albany.

PHOTOS ON PAGE 6
BY MICHELLE LEE
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The Question This Time

"What Do You Like Most
About Your Favorite Coach?"

AAA Royals

Liam Klaidman-Rinat
He tells us what to do but
he's not hard on us. He
teaches us how to play
better and how to work on
what we need to work on.
I've learned to hit harder
and farther.

Juniors Oaks

Nick Dale

He's really helped me in
every part of the game, |
pitch better and hit much
farther. He's strict enough
so that we have good
practices, instead of every-
body just goofing around.

AA Pirates

Arabelle Schoenberg
A good coach is confident
of the team and knows
how to help people with
trouble. And he says it's
OK to strike out or miss a
pop up once in a while.

Majors Cubs

Chowye Zhang

He showed us discipline,
how to stay tough and not
feel bad after every
mistake. He taught me
that whenever there's a
grounder, you just step up
a little so you can always
get ready for the ball. .

THE LITTLE LEAGUER

David Ross Berson
Editor-In-Chief
drberson@sbcglobal.net

Debra Dove Masterson
Publisher

Audrey Jaffe
On-Line Editor

Paul Kennedy & Deborah Agre
Roving Reporters

Special Thanks
Mark Camps

Get Well Soon
David Krone
Will Chiang

For Team Reports, Standings, Scores, and
more. Visit sPortability on the web. If you need
the link for your team email for it to:
kidsgame@albanylittleleague.org

ANSWERS TO A LITTLE BASEBALL QUIZ:
1) Casey Stengel 2) Willie Mays 3) Jermaine Dye
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HERE COMES ALL-STARS

Mid-June is the traditional end of the Little
League season---and the beginning of All-Stars,
tournaments that (for 11-12 year old teams) can
continue all the way to the fabled Little League
World Series in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.

Soon, our Albany Little League Majors and
Juniors players will vote to select their picks foe
best of the best. A Juniors team, an 11-12 yaér ol

Majors  team,
and an 1l-year-
old team will be
formed. Nine
players will be
selected by the

vote and
coaches, chosen
by the league

Board of Direc-
tors pick from
three to five
more players. A
9-10 year old
team will also be selected by our AAA coaches, the
roster filled out again by Board appointed coaches.

These tournaments are about winning, no doubt.
In All-Stars, the minimum play rule is only that
each player has one at bat and three outs indlte fi
Breaking the rule
means forfeiting the
game. Kids and
parents should under-
stand the managers are
gearing to victory and
utilize players accord-
ingly. But, says AAA
Commissioner  Brian
Bernard, "You never
know. Last year the
kid picked last turned
out to be the best
hitter. He wasn't even
voted onto the team, but when he got his chance, he
swung a very hot bat."

The rosters will be announced on June 15th, and
practice begins for the tournaments, the first round
being the District 4 with teams from South Oakland
way out to Antioch included in the competition.s It'
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a double-elimination tournament---two losses and a
team goes home.

Last year Albany's 11-year-olds won the District
4 tournament, but lost in the next round the
Sectional, a tournament between teams from
various Northern California counties. Then comes a
state tournament, and the next stop is Regionals;
this year's West tournament is in San Bernardino.
The winners of these eight tournaments around the
nation head to Williamsport for the real deal---The
Little League World Series.

You can find more information about All-Stars,
online: www.littleleague.orgnd www.unpage.org

JAND SUMMER BALL TOO

Baseball doesn't end in June when school's out. In
fact, it's just heating up in most places. Our
California weather (except for years like 2006)
allows us to get in a strong season even before
summer. But that doesn't have to mean no more
baseball. Not by any means.

Summer brings Summer Sandlot Baseball in
Albany. It's a much less
structured program then our
Little League season. It
doesn't require the firm
commitments that can get in
the way of other summer
family plans. The cost is
minimal.

Kids show up and choose
sides. It's really about good,
old neighborhood baseball,
with a special focus on gaining experience and
building skills. That goes for parents too, who
haven't had the time to get into the game durirg th
spring months. Many of the volunteer opportu-
nities for parents, including coaching, are avadab
during the summer. It's a great way to learn about
the league and make new friends.

Games are Sunday afternoons and Wednesday
evenings from June 25 to July 30th for ages 7-11.
Sunday games are followed by a 5 o'clock BBQ.
The cost is $70, and you can register for both
Summer and Fall Ball for only $120. Register
online at www.albanylittleleague.com

SKETCHES BY DELILAH DAVIS
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