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BY DEBORAH AGRE
Little Leaguer Staff Writer

How Important is Winning?

When my son Eli started playing Little League
five years ago we were told by the coaches and
the veteran parents that we were not to say
anything to the kids about winning and losing.

We did, however, have a diligent scorekeeper, as
Albany Little League teams at all levels do. The
players knew who she was and after each game
rushed over to her clamoring to know who won

and what the score was. She would
claim not to know, while other parents would chime in, with
things like, "everybody's a winner in Little League ;" "we're here to have
fun,” and "the point is to play your best and learn the game."
Who were we kidding?

The kids cared about success, and so did the par
But we also cared about things like building skills
and developing good sportsmanship. We subscribed to
we played down the normal measures of success in ba
running, fielding, and pitching ---the kids would p
more important values we were tying to impart. The
devalue competition but to keep it in its proper pl ace.

My experience in five years as an ALL parent is that it's working very
well. | regularly see kids shout encouragement to e ach other, comfort
their teammates after errors or bad performances, c omplement each
other (and even opposing players) for good plays, g et over losses, and
take questionable calls in stride. In fact, while | 've witnessed coaches
and parents lose it, I've very rarely seen players step out of line.

In Albany-Berkeley Little League, we are mercifu lly spared the
problems that plague other leagues, like injuries r esulting from kids
being pushed too soon and too hard and fights among parents,
coaches, and players. | attribute this to the human istic values that
pervade the Bay Area, the fact that most of us don’ t pin our hopes for
our children's futures on college athletic scholars hips or professional
sports careers, and the on our league's adoption of the Positive
Coaching Model.

The Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA) was found
alarming increase in kids dropping out of organized sports (seventy-five
percent by age twelve) because of too much pressure . According to its
website ( www.positivecoach.org ), "PCA was created to transform the
culture of youth sports to give all young athletes the opportunity for a
positive, character-building experience."

Its main goal is "to replace the 'win-at-all-co
with the 'Double-Goal Coach' who wants to win but h
important goal of using sports to teach life lesson
life lessons kids learn through playing sports is t

ents and coaches.
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A Double East Bay Field Victory

Fields of Our Dreams Are Coming Soon

It's a very sweet time for a dedicated group of
sports enthusiasts who have literally changed the
map. After a ten year campaign EastShore Park will
have sports fields. To make that win even sweeter
for the Albany-Berkeley Little League, the City of
Albany will soon begin renovation of the field at
Memorial Park and the Ocean View sports field.

The area just south of Golden Gate Fields race
track will be the site of a 90-foot baseball diamon d,
60-footer, and two artificial turf soccer fields.
They're slated to open in Spring, 2008 and are
currently known as the Gilman fields.

In Albany, Memorial Field will have new turf, a new
drainage system, new backstops, dugouts, fences,
batting cage, and bullpens. In deep center field a
60-foot field will be built, allowing Little League
practices when there is no game at the 90-footer.

Ocean View will get new dugouts, backstop,
fencing, and permanent bathrooms, as well as a
practice diamond in deep center.

The Albany renovations come after some five
years of lobbying. Funds come from Measure R,
passed back in 1996 to provide monies for open
space projects.

"ltes taken a lot of years and a lot of commitme
by our parents and kids to make this happen. And
itss really going to help our league do the growing
weeve had to put off. There will be the space for
games and practice that weeve been lacking," says
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David Preuss, President of the Albany-Berkeley Litt le
League.

The Gilman fields came after a ten-year movement
that started with lobbying of the California State Park
system by field enthusiasts. At the outset, the Pa rk

authorities said the addition of sports fields coul d not
happen, saying no state park facility included a
sports field, that building athletic fields were no
of the state park mandate.

So field supporters began lobbying municipal

governments in the area. After a year, the Joint

t part

Powers Association, formed by the cities of
Emeryville, Berkeley, Albany, EI Cerrito, and
Richmond, was formed to promote a project.

Then, in return for tax considerations, Golden G ate
Fields sold the property to the Eastshore Park whil e

the JPA raised money from grants

Three-point-five million dollars was raised, but
those funds fell some $1.5 million short of
construction costs. That sum has come in the form
of a donation from CBS Billboards, headquarted in

Berkeley. After some discussion, the City of
Berkeley (within whose city limits the Gilman Field S
will be built), agreed to allow CBS to place signag e
near their headquarters on the east side of Interst ate
80.

Final approval came earlier this year in a rather
(Continued o n Page 4)

& Page 3



DEBORAH AGRE (Continued)

can be more valuable in the long run. "One of the
great values of kids playing at this age is that yo
learn how to deal with both winning and

That's what life is: You deal with a lot of
disappointment...Your life will be a lot better if

know how to deal with that."

A few years ago on a trip to the East Coast, | s
my nine-year-old nephew's team lose a game in
which he was the pitcher. | was horrified to hear h
coach tell him and everybody else in wide earshot,
"We lost the game because of you, Sam." | saw his
teammates glare at the coach, albeit behind his bac
and give Sam a few forgiving pats on the back.

Later, | saw an old college friend who was in hi
seventh year of coaching girls' softball. When his
daughter, taking her lead from third base, turned t
him and asked about the score, he responded, "Let's
put it this way, we could use a few hits." His
daughter rolled her eyes, as if she'd heard this
evasion a thousand times, and | suspect she had.
Then she turned around and put her focus right back
on the task at hand. Win or lose, she had all her
energy on getting home.

FIELDS (Continued)

dramatic session of the Berkeley City Council that
saw a long procession of some 500 sports fields
supporters, including kids in uniforms, walk slowly
through the council chambers.

Rex Higginbotham, there to speak for approval f
the ALL, says, "It took fifteen minutes for the who
procession. It was kind of like the Sorcerer's
Apprentice, a line that seemed to never stop. | ha
prepared a two-minute message but | cut it short.
knew nobody was going to listen to me while all
those people were filing by. There was everybody--
soccer people, lacrosse, baseball, soccer. The
Berkeley City Council members were pretty amazed.
| don't think they realized the extent of support f
the project.”

Preuss credits Berkeley Mayor Tom Bates with
rallying the Council behind the deal with CBS, as w
as Doug Fielding, key player in the JPA, Patrick
Roche of CBS, and Roger Carlsen, the Albany Little
League's point man.

Last year Carlsen told the Little Leaguer, "It'
actually been 50 years since any new sports fields
have been built in our area. There needs to be mor
places and more diversity of uses for sports in
Albany and the immediate area. We've been at our
limit for several years with the number of kids
playing. we're playing games every weeknight and
games all day on Saturday and Sunday!There's no
space for practice on fields we control so we have
rent space in Berkeley parks. And if we have more
kids who want to play, we have no space for new
teams"

u
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You Need to Know

Albany Little League baseball doesn't end ineJun
That's when Summer Ball begins. It's real
neighborhood baseball. Choose up sides and lays |p

For players ages 7-10, it's a great way to kegxethe
baseball fun and improve the player's game with
valuable instruction provided.

It happens this summer on Wednesday everings
and Sunday afternoon, with a potluck dinner
afterward. And while the kids move foreward on the
field, it's an opportunity for parents to try owaching
skills in an informal atmosphere.

Sign up now by calling ALL Operations Director
Brian Lukas aDr4bb@aol.com or 510-525-3219

W. Randy McCommons

A LITTLE BASEBALL QUIZ

1. In which Latin American nation were each of staemajor
league stars born: a) Vladimir Guerrero b) Omaegdel c)
Esteban Loiaza.

2. Name seven ways to get to first base withotiirgga hit.

3. What National League teams played in these tisheal ball
parks? a) Ebbets Field b) Shibe Park c) Sportsnirark .

ANSWERS ON PAGE 6

April 29, 2007

Andre w hamilton
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SPIRIT OF THE VOLUNTEER

volunteer of the year: brian Bernard
By David Berson

Maybe there are really three Brian Bernards. One
of is coaching Brian Jr.'s Beavers, another is
managing Calvin's Giants, and the other one is
coaching Maddy's softball team, the Red Hot Chile
Hitters.

Or maybe one's helping with the wrestling team,
and number two's volunteering at Contra Costa
Theatre, and the other's haggling with a used car
dealer.

Or maybe, oh heck, you get the idea. 1 can go o n,
and | guess | will, because Brian is the Albany Lit tle
League's Volunteer of the Year, and without
volunteers, we have no league.

The count is 21, teams he's managed or coached,
and he's putting together All-Stars again, and he'l
be shipping out later in the year, per usual.

But he's not thinking about all that very much
Some people like to creep up to the water and just
put a toe in. Others get a good running start and
just dive in. Guess which one Brian is.

(And, by the way, if you don't think you know
Brian, he's that portly gent under the baseball cap
with the long Hawaiian shirt over long shorts.)

"I don't know why I'm Volunteer of the Year.

There are plenty of people doing a lot more than |

am. Whenever my kids are involved in something, |
volunteer. It's my way of making sure | get to han g
out with them," he said recently between bites at

Al's Big-Burger.

While many of Brian's colleagues in the upper
reaches of ALL coachdom are in the "baseball
genius" vicinity, Brian's decidedly not one of them
"I always coach with Marco Santos. Coaching with
him is basically showing up with and watching him
coach. Marco is a lot of fun but he can get serio us.
I'm the jokester. Before he tells the kids to focu s,
he has to tell me. | don!t consider myself a real

THE LITTLE LEAGUER
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good coach. I'm just basically a cheerleader. | w as
one of the kids who had bubble gum in his back
pocket. | wasn!t a great athlete at all. My kids must

have gotten their athletic ability from their mom."

Some of Brian's most famous games involve his
third base coaching. "I'm sure," says one ALL coac h,
"he's way ahead as lifetime leader in the sending-
guys-home-to-get-tagged-out category."

And another recalls Brian's early managing. "He
got me to coach with him. He said, 'lt's easy. I' Il do
everything on the field, and I'll take care of the
equipment, handle all the practices and the games.

Just be there for what | need." Four weeks into th e
season he told me he was shipping out, and he
handed me the team."

Brian says those days are over. A California
Maritime Academy grad who most often works as
first mate on huge cargo ships, he says he now only
ships out after the All-Star teams he helps put
together have finished their seasons. And better
yet, "My company lets kids spend time with us. All
the kids of have been at sea with me."

There's a story about those Hawaiian shirts, too.

When Brian and his coaching cohorts started playing
all-star games with other communities they noticed

the seriousness of their opponents. As Rich Caldwe I
tells it, "We noticed a common thread with those

teams being that the coaches were fully outfitted

with either complete matching ‘spandex’ baseball
uniforms (not a pretty sight), or at the least, off icial
coordinated team regalia and matching coaches
shorts, etc.

"Brian's idea was to 'invent' a uniform for us all
that would both make a statement about our
approach to the game, as well as give Albany a very
memorable identity in these 'serious' tournament

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6)
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Brian Bernard cont.

environments that would include a large dose of bot h
satire and sarcasm commentary aimed at the "Boys in

Spandex." Thus, the Albany Hawaiian shirts were bor n.
Each year, Brian would pick up a new batch on one o f his

Hawaiian ship legs and that would become the summer
‘uniform’ for us coaches.

"We have really made a lasting name for our tea ms,
associated with the shirts, especially given the fa ct that
these teams have consistently outplayed and beaten
most of those ‘serious baseball machines,” winning a
large number of those tournaments outright, all whi le
having a really good time in the process. We have
always elicited a great deal of positive commentary from
folks watching the games, most of whom understood
completely the symbolism of the shirts and the iden tity of
Albany baseball.”

While at home, Brian faces the difficult task of

conducting his own small business without letting i t
interfere with baseball. "We do auto body work for used
car dealers. Can you believe doing business with u sed
car dealers all day? This is a business that costs me
money."

Dubbed by some as "The Man With the Cell Phone
Glued to His Ear,” Brian has been known to back away

from a game to deal with a business matter. "It get S
really crazy when he starts arguing with one of his
employees," says one of his coaching partners. "Fi nally
he says to the guy, 'Look, I'm in the middle of a g ame.
You take care of it."

The business is not quite like coaching Little L eague
Single-A and Double-A. "l never raise my voice wit h
them. Triple-A, | tell the kids they!re expected t 0 know
how to play, and by majors, | expect them all to kn ow
the game. I'm always harder on the better players. The
players who don!t have the capabilities, many who | ust
don!t have the physical skills to play, | respect t he hell
out of them if they just work hard. The Juniors, i f they!re

not focused and make mental errors, then | get on
them."

That's a much refined outlook says fellow coach Craig
Strang, who's watched Brian throughout his ALL expe r-
ience. "He's still intense, but his demeanor has r eally
changed a lot. He's really gotten into the spirit of Albany
Little League. He has just the right mix of having fun

and being serious about the game."

"Baseball is made up of very few big and dramatic mments, but
rather it's a beautifully put together pattern of countless little
subtleties that finally add up to the big moment, ad you have to be
well-versed in the game to truly appreciate them."

---Paul Richards

THE LITTLE LEAGUER

From Behind thePlate
Mike Lee

Sunday, March 18th was just another day of games fahe
Albany Little League. The season had been ushered the
day before with the usual fanfare of a noisy paradelown
Solano Avenue and colorful opening day ceremonies pkete
with numerous local dignitaries. But Sunday was a dayo
get down to the routine of playing baseball once mer

As befitted the occasion, nothing out of the ordary
happened in any of the games which were played thalay.
Yet unbeknownst to most of the
players, coaches, and fans who
happened to be at the
University  Village playing
fields that day, history was
being made. Because for the
first time in the over fifty year
history of the Albany Little
League, a female, _Laurel
Oldershaw, was umpiring ALL
games.

Laurel, a freshman at
Berkeley High, and a member
of its varsity softball team, was
char-acteristically unassuming
about her trail-blazing achievement, as she had beeabout
her success as a player in the Albany Little LeagueBut
those persons in attendance who were aware of thestorical
implications of Laurel's debut, including Laurd!s Mom,
Barbara, were both exceeding proud of Laurel, as wklas
confident that that day would portend a new era in tle
Albany Little League in which girl umpires were as much a
fact of life as boy umpires.

Interestingly enough, two weeks later on March &h,
umpire Ria Cortesio, was on the bases as part of thenpire
crew when the Cubs played host to the Arizong
Diamondbacks on the last day of the Cactus Leaguthe first
time a female umpire had worked a Major League
exhibition game in nearly 20 years.

"How do | feel about it? | could care less," Culs pitcher
Scott Eyre told The Associated Press. "If she can taa
game, she can call a game."

April 29, 2007
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The Question This Time!

For some of our stalwart young umpires

"What's the toughest thing
about umping a game?

Ben Cerami

Coaches annoy me. | had a
game where a coach wanted a
call he didn't get and griped
about it the whole game. |
didn't kick him out of the
game, but | thought about it.
He actually blamed me for his
team losing.

Griffin Goetz

You have to really pay close
attention. You have to make
sure you really look at a play,
and you can't be in a hurry to
make your call. Good umps
will take their time to make
the right call.

Paul Navarrete

You have to stay in position.
In one game, the kid pitching
was a hard thrower. He threw
a pitch | thought was coming
right at me and | moved away
and called it a ball. It was a
curve and broke right over the
plate. He and his dad, the
coach, really gave it to me.

Michael Gaunt

Just getting the calls right is the
toughest thing, especially the
really close plays, the close

pitches and the tags at home.

You always kind of question
youself later, but in the game
you've got to be really
confident of your calls.
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IS THE SNACK SHACK
GOING TO THE (HOT) DOGS?

Hecks no! It's actually going away from hot do gs, and the most popular item is now Gatorade---
red, orange, green, and blue (in that order). Then comes the ballplayers favorite snacks---seeds and
bubble gum.
In the meantime, the Albany Little League's dy namic snack shack coordinators continue to
formulate new menu items to capture the gastronomic imagination of youngsters and parents alike.
At the Village, a new feature is chile, available o n hot dogs, in a

bowl, on nachos, etc. And
there's also beef and chicken
tacquitos for the 2007 season.
Watch for specials like pizza (or
whatever else looks good at
Costco on any given day).

At Memorial, rookie snack
shack coordinator Julie Demp-
ster says she and  her

grillmaster-husband David have had early successes with on-the-
premises grilled burgers.

Village coordinator, Alice Ely, now in her sec ond season, says
our snack shacks rank high compared to those she vi Sits in
tournament play around the Bay Area. "There are bi gger ones and
some of them do a lot of cooking, but we're pretty good. And, hot
dogs at two dollars are a good deal."

Snack shack is still the most popular choice f or volunteer service,
but with only four teams in Juniors, recruiting has been a little tougher
there. With Memorial's full kitchen, the Dempsters hope barbecuing
and other innovations will
attract the League's many
capable cooks to create
culinary  masterpieces for
baseball consumption.

The snack shacks are
always oases of sunny spirits,
real bright spots on the
baseball landscapes, and if
they're not tidy little profit
centers for the league, they
do have potential.  There

have been occasional reports of margarita parties, but they have not
been confirmed. The shacks require ordering and st ocking, and
vulunteers are urged to put things away properly bef ore they leave,
stock the shelves when they're not busy, and try no t to eat all the
Polish Dogs.

Kathryn Levinson with
the new Village deluxe
coffee maker and Julie
Dempster with the
incredible new Memorial
refrigerator.



EXTRA! EXTRA!
TEAM REPORTS

www.albanylittleleague.com

SINGLE-A

Mariners
Gordo's Taqueria

March 26 Jays vs. Mariners;

April 8 Mariners vs. Marlins
April 18 Rangers vs. Mariners;
April 2 Marlins vs. Mariners:

The skies were finally dry in the top
of the third « month that is « March,
and the Mariners hit the field ready to
put some dust on their shoes and
chips on their bats. *Everyone got the
rust out and looked in mid-season
form,» said Coach John Martinez at
the end of the first game with the
Blue Jays.

In the dugout, with bags of
sunflower seeds scattered nearby,
Henry Rugg described what all the
boys may have felt that first game:
My heart was beating. | got two
strikes because | was so scared.
Then, | hit a beautiful drive to right
field that was unbelievable. | thought
| was dreaming when | got to first
base.» However, by the third game,
both Dixon Layton and Jackson
Freeman showed what can be done

THE LITTLE LEAGUER EXTRA

as pitcherls helper and shortstop
when they both made amazing,
unassisted double plays, catching a fly
ball and hot-footing it to beat the
runner to the base. Joshua Temple
showed a tiger!s strength and agility
when he got not one but TWO doubles
in the first game of the season against
the Blue Jays. In the same game,
Nico Bilbaols speed and slides saved
a couple of outs as  Miles Martinez
describes: *The guy threw to second
and almost got him, out but Nico slid
under to beat the throw to second.

Chris  Carpenter found his
groove in the first game against the
Marlins when he got on base and
scored 4 times, sliding into third in a
cloud of dust. Julian Cole  beat out a
line drive to second. His fielding and
pinpoint accurate throws kept the
Marlins base runners at bay. Eric Yen
made a powerful hit that soared into
left field, cinching his safe run to first
base and bringing a rise of cheers
from the stands. Noel Herrera
wowed his teammates and the
parents with his hit between second
and third base, padding his stats with
another RBI.  Riley Ridgway hustled
like the road runner shot out of a
cannon and beat out his infield single
in the bottom of the third against the

Albany, California

Marlins < hels got power" Emerson
Birch showed great hustle in catching
grounders in his position as short
stop, and throwing to third for an out
against the Rangers.  Miles Martinez
showed natural ability and consistent
skill in making hits every time he was

up in each of the four games" In the
top of the fourth inning against the
Marlins. Caleb Carpenter gave

everyone a grand finale grand slam
when he rapped a shot that sailed
deep left centerfield. Before any of
the Marlins touched it, he ran home
for a grand slam" No slackers on this
team « the Mariners are warmed up
and in mid-season form"
---Claudia Bilbao
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Blue Jays
Andronico's

eltls all about learning the game
and having fun,* explained Assistant
Coach Dan as he summed up the
team!s approach. The Albany Blue
Jays are right on track. From
swinging bunts to solid hits, from
rain-outs and muddy fields to sunny
green diamonds, this team can be
caught laughing and having a good
time in any circumstance. Coach
and Team Manager Dave noted that
the team has improved dramatically in
a short period of time. <We have
outstanding batters with everyone
getting on base and welve already
had a couple of 3-out innings.s Icing
on the cake" Or, in a single word by
Blue Jays parents, this team is stight.e

Did we already mention fun?

March 26 Jays vs. Mariners

Cory ignited the offense in this
season opener by blasting two big hits
into the outfield. Kaylan!ls  searing
hits continued to establish the Blue
Jays as a threat. Ryan J. smashed a
line drive and topped off the game by
catching a high fly ball for the final
out.
April 2: Blue Jays vs. Brewers
The Blue Jays were troopers playing 2
innings through pouring rain and
enjoying themselves immensely.
April 8: Blue Jays vs. Tigers
Conor catapulted the offense with a
series of blistering hits and a total of 3
RBI!s on the day. Niko boosted the
tally with sizzling hits and great
catching. Jonathan was on it
catching a hard groundball for a force
out, following a quick tag to a player
who had taken his foot off of second
base.
April 17: Blue Jays vs. Marlins
Alex was awesome with unassisted
put-outs at first base too numerous to
count. Chasels lead off single in the
third sparked the team. Power hitter
Ryan G. started hitting some eropes,*
easily getting on base and advancing
runners. Kevin continued  with
scorching hits"
April 22: Blue Jays vs. Rangers
Eli ripped a couple of big hits and
caught a crucial fly ball. Noah nailed
a clutch hit, bringing Conor home.
Jesse was a jubilant outfielder,
chasing down balls wherever the
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action was, even covering first base
from centerfield"
---Kerrily J. Kitano

Tigers
Tannabhill Realty

In the first three games of the season,

the Tigers have been developing their
skills and their team work. Here is the
wrap-up:

When Tarin Kim is pitcher, the balls
don!t get past him; with his accurate
throws, the batter is sure to be out at
first. Elias Mizock  has a hot bat; hels
ripped the ball up the middle and left
side for solid singles and RBIs . Billy
Tressler is catching pop flies and
rifling the ball to first to get his team
some outs. Pete Chiacana  has been
smacking the ball to center and right
field. Jacob Kelly has been solid
wherever he has played. His bat is
hot, his glove is reliable at first, and

he is scooping up balls and making
great throws in the infield.

Carl Stott!s is scooping up balls in
the infield and making plays from the
outfield; he knows where the play is
to get the runners out. Henry Bross!
hitting is strong; he went 3-for-3 in
the first game.  Willy Bass!  alert play
has got the team both a double and a
triple play. Catching the ball at short,
he ran to second, tagged the base and
threw the ball to Jacob Kelly!s
waiting glove at first to catch 2
runners who didn!t tag up. In right
field, Willy snow-coned a fly ball and
threw it to first to again catch a
runner trying to make it to second.
Jacob Amme  went 4-for-4 in the last
game. Hels grabbing ground balls and
making good catches at first. Paolo
Amaro is hitting singles and helping
to advance the runners around the
bases. Orion Lewallen , as catcher,
and Tyler OINeal , as pitcher, have
some good team work going. They got
two outs in a row, alertly making two
force plays at the plate to rob the
other team of two runs. Sylvan
Ludewigt , another solid all-around
player, is hitting RBI doubles and
catching any throw that comes to him
at first to make the out. With things
looking this good so early, the Tigers
have a promising season ahead.

---Daryl Austern

Rangers
John & Sue Griffin
APRIL 18 Rangers vs. Mariners

There is only one word that can
accurately describe the 2006 Rangers
ball club: Dynasty" The Rangers
turned their first double play of the

season  when Jacob  Schwartz
swallowed a pop fly at short stop,
then rifled the ball to Julian Zemach-

Lawler at second base to end the
first inning. Cameron Daly
Sebastian Jones and Gabriel Henry
Woody uncorked some powerful

drives that helped bring in Eli
Dinneen , Theo Lewis , Henry
Rosenfeld and Tucker Palmeri for

some insurance runs. In the final
inning Samuel Agate gobbled up a
grounder at third and whistled the ball

to lhson Nassiri at first for a
spectacular out. Then Abraham Hill
followed that up with a phenomenal
stop at second base gunning out the
runner at first to end the game.
Charles Disbrow answered a lot of
guestions about the future of the ball
club as he walked off the field on
Tuesday when he told a reporter,
#You ain't seen nothin' yet.#

April 22 Rangers vs Jays It was
Henry Rosenfeld's Birthday. Need |
say more? The Rangers rolled. Theo
"Jeter" Lewis put on a clinic at
shortstop with routine, Blue Jay
beating throws to Julian Zemach-
Lawler at first base. Blue Jay parents
started to complain after the #inside-

the-park# homerun by Jacob
Schwartz who drove in lhson
Nassiri , Tucker Palmeri and

Sebastian Jones . At the top of the
sixth, an infield #pop fly# was no

match for Abraham Hill as he made
a body-contorting grab while standing
on the pitchers mound. Charles

Disbrow wrapped-up the second
double-play of the season as he
stepped on third base with the ball
after a nice toss from Eli Dinneen.
Samuel Agate, Gabriel Henry
Woody and Cameron Daly
continued to pepper the Bluejay
outfield with blasts that kept the
bases full of Ranger base runners all
afternoon. Rangers fans  were
repeatedly assured by Berkeley's
most venerable #town crazy# that #WE
GOT THE BOOM#"

---Charles Disbrow

Astros
Five Little Monkeys

With a Hallelujah to dry fields and
clear skies, the Astros enthusiastically
jumped into the 2006 season,
hammering first-inning base hits as if
they!d been playing ball for months.
First up to bat in the first game of the
season against the equally-eager
Brewers, Rafael Arms slammed an
outfield hit, easily landing on first
base. Malayan Godner-Abravanel,
Lev Corne, Darien Hoa-Win Eng
and Alex Hodges followed with a
streak of solid hits, sending boy after
boy around the diamond and home.

In the dugout, players who!d never
met before were becoming quick-
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friends, in a two-hour flurry of high-

fives and egood tries. Sure, there
was also plenty of kid-level score-
keeping, de-emphasized by the
coaches, but dug-out culture none-
the-same.

In the third inning, pitcher Rowan
Craig was quick on his feet, and quick
with his arm, firing to the bases to
help get runners out, in spite of the
annoying afternoon sun. Catcher
Clayton McDonald was nimble and
alert, dipping, reaching, and jumping
to land balls in his mitt, frustrating
runners with his home-plate outs.

Even as the first game drew to a
close, weary players gave it their all.
Michael McCabe walloped a center
field hit, taking two bases. Charles
Rauch followed with a powerful line
drive, getting the team fired-up.
Hitters Eli Townsend and Andrew
Liu put the streak in streak as the
Astros ended the game in a dizzying
burst of hits and runs.

And so they burst into the season,
with new skills and team spirit on full
display in game two and three,
against the formidable Brewers.
Miguel de Laveaga handled first
base like a pro, keeping his eye on
the ball to make the catch, and end
the batters hopes of reaching second.
Ethan Seder led an Astros trademark
contagious run of base hits; with
team-mate Andrew  Whittmore
walloping the ball.

«Considering how little practice time
welve had, theylre playing well; a lot
of the time they!re making the plays,¢
said Coach Mike McDonald . *They!re
a nice group of kids; they seem to get
along well, and like playing together.

---Kate Rauch

(NO REPORT RECEIVED)

Angels
Lee Myles Transmissions

DOUBLE-A

Pirates
Cerami Builders

March 19 Pirates vs. Angels;
April 21 Pirates vs. Angels;
April 23 Pirates vs. Phillies

The rainy season has interfered with
game-playing but has not dampened
the spirits of the Albany Pirates. Great
teamwork, strong batting skills, and
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sharp defense have been seen in all of
the games.

In the first game of the season, a
particularly exciting moment occurred
when Angels were leading and Henry
Bazakas took the plate. Henry hit a
double, bringing home Oscar Brown
John Xie was next at bat, hitting a
double as well, followed by Sam
Marston ,, who brought  Sara Cerami
home with an RBI. When Max Katz-
Balme hit the ball to center field,
Henry, now on third, came home and
tied the game.

Next up, Severin Weiss hit an RBI
that brought Max home and put the
Pirates in the lead for an exciting
spell. Grace Wallau added strong
defensive support, fielding a hard hit
ball to second base. Go Grace"

Against the Angels the Bucs had
great slams by  John Xie, Severin
Weiss, Arabelle Schoenberg,
Nathan Greco, Oscar Brown, and
Brad Kline. Severin Weiss kept the
first base well covered during the first
two innings, making two outs at first.
Shortstop Arabelle made an amazing
catch in the second inning; when Max
Katz-Balmes  struck out the next two
batters, the inning ended without
allowing any runs.

Later on, second baseman Sara
Cerami and first baseman  Brad Kline
showed that they can cover those
bases. What a team" With Sara
stopping those grounders and quickly
getting the ball to Brad, the Angels
could not make it to first base"

Game ended with a force out at
home in the fifth, by pitcher Brad
Kline and catcher Oscar Brown

On April 2, two perfect innings were
pitched by Nathan Greco , again
showing his prowess, striking out six
batters in a row" What precision" A
great defensive play was made by
Delilah Davis , who perfectly fielded a
grounder and made a close play at
first base.

Coach Paul Cerami says, I am
impressed with the team solidarity
and spirit. The team supports and
lifts each other even during tough
times.»

---Sue Johnson

Orioles
Kingsford Capital

Orioles coaches Tim Kneafsey and
Joe Tomasik and Manager  Frank
Knowles had these observations.
Aren Yeghissian-Kanneian is full of
eagerness, enthusiasm, and loves to

play the game. Charlie Arriero is
strong, confident and ready to play
any position. Emmalee Kneafsey is
quiet, talented, and brave, holds her
own with the boys,

thank you. Jack Tomasik is eager
to learn, takes instruction well and
studiously puts it into practice. Liam

Knowles is the Orioles youngest
player, but shows no fear and only
one that throws right, bats left.
Nick Sterrnad is reliable, versatile
and quick, loves to run...fast. Reilly
Seban is an all-around ballplayer with
excellent fielding and hitting skills.
Sam Lombardi is tough, especially at
catcher...he took a shot on the knee
only to bounce back and get behind
the plate without hesitation. Sam
Wilkins is one of our lefties, like me"
Actually volunteered to pitch and rose
to the occasion Thomas Kunkel our
other lefty...this is his first year in
organized ball and he's doing quite
well. He made a great double play in
practice the other day. Z Sutter -
only kid | know named #Z# -cool
name. He works hard and is eager to
learn each position. Brian Juarez is
our newest Oriole. | haven't met him
yet, but it sounds like he's really
itching to play. Winning their season
opener, the team was off to great
start with EmmalLee  pitching and
Sam L behind the plate giving her
that target she needed. At bat, in the
second, Charlie made a solid single,
followed up by Liam, Jack, Z and
Aren. Nicky took a turn pitching in
the 3rd while the Orioles  batters
Sam W., Reilly and Sam L. kept up
the pressure. In the 4th, Emmalee
stole second and when Nicky was on
the mound, he made a great catch. In
the 6th, Sam W . took a turn pitching
and the final up at bat looked good
with Aren, and Z ending the game.
---Jennifer Lombardi

Yankees
The Mechanics Bank

The Yankees made the best of a
difficult rainy season and bounced
back from a four-week rain delay with
three consecutive wins. The team
faced the Red Sox in both of their first
games and split the series 1-1. Sam
Warren belted in a crucial single in
the opener, setting up the team!s first

run of the season on an RBI hit up the
middle by his brother Austin
Warren . The attack by the Yankees
continued in the fourth, with a strong
single by Flynn Buxton-Walsh and a
two-run double by Hannon Ayer
Grady Camps  made a splash with his
aggressive base-running, advancing
on every opportunity. Quenton
Dugan provided the defensive
highlight of the game with a perfect
throw across the diamond from third

to first to stop a Red Sox rally in its
tracks.
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Pitching was the name of the game
in the Yankees! second match-up with
the Red Sox as Duncan Tait, Kazuki
Akiyama , and Kye Moffat combined
to hold their opponents to only one
run over the first four innings. The
Red Sox battled back against a strong
Yankee defense, and took the lead in
the fifth before  Anastasia Malanche
won the game with a walk-off single,
much to the delight of the Yankee
faithful who had stuck with their team
through the entire two-and-a-half
hour game.

The Yanks continued their strong
showing in both halves of a split
doubleheader against the Angels and
Orioles. Noel Jameson , in the
leadoff position, sparked several
rallies and inspired his teammates
with his commitment to getting on
base by any means necessary.
Massimo  Lambert speared a
screaming line drive to right for the
defensive play of the game. Though
worn out from their efforts in
morning, the Yankees rallied to play a
second game that same afternoon,
dedicated to their teammate Hannon
Ayer who was out with an injury in
the pre-game practice. The Yankees
all wish Hannon a speedy recovery
and look forward to his return in the
season!s remaining games.

---Stephen Walsh

Red Sox
Whitmer & Associates

April 21, 2006

Red Sox 4 v. Yankees 5

In our second game of the season,
the Red Sox played well both
offensively and defensively. Teddy
Swain pitched two scoreless innings
for a great start to the game.
Andrew Sterner stole two bases and
made it home from a hit by Clayton
McDonald . In the third inning,
Avery Tonkyn , playing second base,
made two incredible outs at first base,

and Raymond Karam made an
awesome attempt at an out to first
base. Michael Castillo shone as
catcher in the fourth inning, while
Avery was able to strike out a Yankee
with just three pitches. Kevin Yen
successfully fielded two grounders at
second base. In the top of the fifth,
Clayton displayed great pitching and
fielding as he and Kevin Luan
connected for an out at first base.
Nathan Frankel displayed awesome
catching skills. Cullen Ridgway hit
an amazing double in the sixth inning

for an RBI, followed by a double by
Raymond to tie the game 3-3. A
single by Ethan Salzman brought the
score to 4-3, and he was able to steal
two consecutive bases and make it to
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third. Sam Kreisberg made a great

hit that got him safely to first base

and Isaiah Deal showed great

defensive playing as he tagged a

runner out in the bottom of the sixth.
---Sarah Whitmer

Phillies
Kenneth Brehan

In the first inning of their first game
Rowan O!Connell-Gates started this
sseason-of-hitseoff with a strong one.
With the help of another hit by Eli
Berson , Rowen came home to boast
the first score of the season for the
Phillies. Nathan Zicherman blasted
into the first game, successful at bat

all three times up. Ending the Phillies

first game and turning it into an
unforgettable one, Tupac Leahy
turned a strong hit into a home run by
closely beating the catcher to home
base.

The Phillies won their second game,
thanks to outstanding pitching of
Rowan , Ben Roosevelt , Noam
Samuels and Camden Sikes.
Offensively, the Phillies _really shined
at their fourth inning at bat.
Nicholas Howett faced down the
jitters by taking the first at bat
Rowan hit a double and stole third
Eli hit an infield single, beat the throw
to first, and brought in Rowan  with
an RBI™ Jacob Beckman hit a single
and drove in another runner. Paul
Bauer hit a single, and went to
second on a defensive error. Jacob ,
hit by a pitch, was walked, and then
stole second.

In their third game the Phillies
displayed real defensive action. In the
second inning, Camden notably
grabbed a hard hit grounder, threw
fast to second base and forced the
opposition runner out.  Also in the
second inning shortstop Jacob caught
a difficult grounder to end the
opposition rally. With  opposition
runners on first and third and two
outs, a wild pitch hit the backboard
and catcher, Danny Golde , was able
to control the play by grabbing the
ball and firing a strike to second base,
and the stealer was out" Eli, as
shortstop in the fourth inning, went to
his right to cleanly field a sharply hit
ground ball. Eli fired itto Noam at
first, who beat the runner by half a
step.

All of the Phillies games have been
competitive and they are proving
themselves a serious team"

---Ginny Roemer

"The other sports are just
sports. Baseball is a love."
---- Bryant Gumbel

Reds
Mary & Joe's

March 26 Reds 11 Rockies 4;
April 19 Reds 8 Twins 16;
April 22 Reds 10 D-backs 8;
April 24 Reds 6 Rockies 7

The Reds have had an up-and-down
start to the season. The pitching
corps is solid, with Joe Franco
dominating the Rockies in two games
by striking out 14 of 16 batters faced,
Elijah Cooper allowing two runs in
six innings pitched, Calvin Bernard
usually blanking opponents with a
combination of fastballs and sinkers,
Christopher Nicas throwing three
strong innings and allowing only two
runs against the DBacks, and other
potent arms waiting in the wings. At
the plate, clutch hits have been
delivered by David Wheeler (a 2-RBI
single), Alex Malanche (a sizzling
RBI single), Robert Bermudez (a 2-
RBI single), and  Eugene Heimann (a
RBI double). Jack Swett and

Graham Greenwood have been
accomplished base stealers, and
Michael  Stromberg and Sam
Johnson  have hit the ball hard for
base hits. Defensive gems have
included second baseman Sam!s
unassisted double play, throwouts of
would-be base stealers by catchers
Alex and Christopher , long throws
by shortstop Joe and third baseman
Eugene to catch runners at first base,
and Jack!s game-ending catch of a
troublesome high fly ball to right field
against the DBacks. ---Mark Nicas

The Little Leaguer
Editor-In-Chief
David Ross Berson
drberson@shbcglobal.net
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Mets
Bavarian Professionals

April 19: Mets 13 D-Backs 8

Nathan Pettyjohn made the first
run of the season walking home but
earned it for real, scoring three more
times off hits at his subsequent AB!s.
He was not alone. Every single Met
made contact at the plate including a
stand-up double by Reed Thomas-
McLean, a shot to right-center by
Liam Pauley, and singles by Albert
Xiao, Preston So, Jallah Griffith,
and Dario Fenstermacher-Ritchie
First-time  player Morgan Clark
earned an RBI and then bravely took
one for the team.

Defense was HOT" Amazing behind-
the-plate action by Jallah helped shut
things down in the second, while Reed
made an impossible catch on a line
drive to end the third. Emmett Smay
was on fire both ends scoring one
more run than the two K!s made while
pitching. Eian Peters closed things
out striking out two and allowing no
walks or hits to end things.

April 22: Mets 4, White Sox 7.
Nathan earned the first run of the
game  while Joaquin  Menijivar-
Austerlitz,  and Dario all were able to
connect with huge hits off a lot of
tough pitching. Tony Yang  kicked
things off in the fourth with a run and
Jallah picked up spirits with a stand

up double.

Defense was the word of the day.
Reed and  Tony caught their
opponent in a pickle in the first and
Tony and Preston closed out the
fourth with a brilliant double play.
Nathan didn!t allow a run from the
mound for the last two innings to
keep things close.

April 23: Mets 9, D-Rays 12 . The
first started off grandly with steal
home by Emmett , followed by a two
run homer by Reed and a run by
Albert . Both Nathan and Reed stole
runs in the third accompanied by Eian
and Morgan by more traditional
means. Joaquin continued hot hitting
for the second game in a row.

----Nancy Hoeffer

White Sox
Albany Bowl

The North Field bleachers were
packed as the defending AAA
champion White Sox much anticipated
season got underway with a bang.
The team was quick to knock off the
rust, as it managed to orchestrate a
win in its first game in route to a 2-1
record in its first three games. Key
components to the team's quick start
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out of the gate have been tremendous
pitching outings from a rotation of
Sami Tugan, Niko Buxbaum, Noah
Bremmer, Carl Jacobs, Tyler
Caldwell, and Matthew Mino ,
timely hitting from Dylan Stevens
and Zak Obstfeld , and strong
defensive performances from Kolby
Butcher  behind the dish and Matt
McKenzie at first base. The team also
received a huge boost in its last game
as it saw two key players return,
Tyler Prince and Ryan McDougall
who are expected to contribute big.
The coaching staff, led by Matt
Bremmer and joined by Rich
Caldwell and Marcelo Mino is
looking forward to a season full of
wins, not on the scoreboard, but in
the development of our kids as
players, teammates, and friends.
---Marcelo Mino

Rockies
(Albany Firefighters )

March 26: Rockies 4, Reds 10 The
Rockies kicked of the season with
some great defense skills. Super
pitcher Bob Ely managed to shut
down the Reds in the second inning
with three consecutive strike outs,
and Eli Baum almost managed to do
the same in the third. Cole Martiniak
kept the score down in the fifth inning
with two strikeouts, finishing things

off by scooping up a grounder and
throwing to first base to end the
inning. Aidan Gadberry showed how
sticky his glove is with a great catch

in right field. They didn!t do bad at bat
either, Bob smashed a triple and
Julien Scribner and Eli both hit solid
singles.

April 18: White Sox 16, Rockies 4

Eli kick-started the game with two
stolen bases and a run scored in the
first inning.  Josh Glatt demonstrated
excellent fielding at second through
two innings. Kai Kramer caught fly
ball at third-base for the last out of
third inning. Noah Amme  performed
beautifully in the field with two assists

for outs as first-baseman in the third
and a caught fly in the fifth. Julien S
pitched a near flawless third with only
eight pitches thrown and three batters
out. Rockies held the Sox scoreless
through the third and fourth innings
but the Sox got the better of them in

the fifth to finish off in the lead.

April 20: Royals 6, Rockies 1

The Rockies gave a good fight to the
Royals without much success. Eli
scored the only run of the game by
stealing home in the last inning to get

the Rockies on the board.

April 22: Rockies 17, Twins 7 The
Rockies are officially on the run from
the eauthoritiess after Saturday!s
game, racking up many stolen bases

in the first sunny weekend of the
season. Julian Ludewigt , Josh
Goldman Waters , Bob, and Kai
Rasmussen all managed to steal
home plate. Noah and Julian L both
got a major piece of the ball, scoring
doubles and two RBIs each. Bob also
doubled. Remi Lee caught a pop fly
in the sixth and turned it into a
spectacular double play with the help
of Cole at second.
April 23: Reds 6, Rockies 7 The
Rockies are finally hitting their stride
in the field, performing like a well
oiled machine to keep the runs down
and the opponents off the bases.
Some pitch perfect throws from Josh
G-W and Bob from third over to Aiden
at first helped move the game along
and keep the score tied. Noah broke
the tie at the bottom of the sixth by
stealing home and sealing the victory
for the Rockies.

---Tim Vaness

(NO REPORT RECEIVED)

Angels
Lee Myles Transmissions

TRIPLE-A

Royals
Andronico's

Royals 14, Devil Rays 10

The Royals dug a deep hole for
themselves even though there was
stellar pitching from both Shan
Dhaliwhal and Ben Kleven. Down
7-0, the Royals rallied for five runs to
make it 7-5. Ben pitched a beautiful
shutout fourth. To help the cause
Evan Clark made a fantastic catch in
left" The bats were on fire in the fifth

as: Nick Kubler, Gabriel Lazar ,
Shan, Ben , James Weaver, Jack
Johnson, Cassidy Hudson, Jack
Friedson, Liam Klaidman-Rinat

and Evan all banged out hits or had a

RBI as the Royals sent thirteen men

to the plate. At the end of the inning

the Royals led 14-7. Coming from a
shut-out inning that ended with a
diving catch that turned into a double

play by pitcher Camilo Vilaseca, the
Royals took the field in the sixth and

ten minutes later were enjoying snack

with their first win under their belt.
With a huge boost behind the dish,
Cassidy and Jack never kept base
runners at ease on the South Field
base paths.

Royals 6, Rockies 1

In the bottom of the first the Royals
knew they were going to win. With
three strikeouts in the first by Kiran
Misra Seibel, the Royals came up.
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The Royals rallied and put one run on
the board. Fortunately that was
enough as Camilo Vilaseca came in
for two innings, striking out five. The
Royals tacked another two runs on
the board . Nick Kubler came in to
pitch and shut them down . James
Weaver came in next inning and
struck out one. Ben Kleven came in
and made sure the game stayed out
of reach with two strike outs. The big
story were the bats as Evan Clark
banged out three solid line drives in
three at-bats and with a couple of
RBIs. Gabriel Lazar Garrido smoked
a few balls . Cassidy Hunter played
great everywhere, outfield, third base
and catcher and also had a few hits
too. Every player on the Royals
reached base that day. To end the
game Jack Johnson , who had his
own little fan club made the tag on
the last play of the game at the plate
on a would-be base stealer. Liam
Klaidman-Rinat had an injured neck
and could not play  but loyally brought
the water jug to the bench for the
team and cheered his heart out

---Debbie Potter

Devil Rays
East Bay Paint Center

In our season opener, which the
Royals won 14 « 10, Eli Schwartz
scored the first run of the vyear,
brought home by Robert Wuls
double to right field The second
game, also against the Royals, ended

in a 5-5 extra-innings tie. Hits by Eli,
Michael Orenstein , Jake Bass , and
Michael Lew contributed to the D-
Rays! five runs. In game three, a 12-9
victory over the Mets, Christian
Fargeix  connected with the bases
loaded to drive in three runs. Our
hitting has been aided by smart base
running by  Noah Hermalin, Gabe
McGaw Ferran , who stole a base in
game one, and Michael Orenstein,
who made a steal in game two.

On the mound, Robert Wu has
pitched a total of five shut out
innings. In game two, Eli Schwartz
and Lev Facher pitched shut out
innings. Jake Bass pitched two shut
out innings against the Mets. Behind
the plate Jacob Maler has caught
foul tips and thrown out runners
trying to steal third. In game one,
Chris Mullaney assisted Jacob by
receiving the throw and tagging the
runner who was sliding into third. In
game two, catcher Michael Lew
threw to Ben Jenkins, preventing a
steal.

In the infield, the D-Rays have
turned two double plays. In game
two, first baseman Lev Facher
caught a hard hit bouncer, tagged
first, then rifled home a sidearm

THE LITTLE LEAGUER EXTRA

throw to catcher Michael Lew who
laid on the tag. Robert  Wu
completed a double play by snagging
a line drive, then throwing out a
runner at first base. In the outfield,
Michael Orenstein made a perfect
throw to first from right field to beat
out a runner. In left field, in game
two, Christian stopped a bouncing
line drive into left field, and scooped
up a ball thrown past third base,
helping pitcher  Chris Mullaney shut
out the Royals in that inning.

---Glenn Wolkenfeld

Diamondbacks
Anthony Freeman

April 19: Mets13 D-backs 8

So after the rain, the ark and the
animals, and countless cancelled
practices and games, Coach Fred
Oyle!ls merry band of talented (if
soggy) Diamondbacks finally started
their season against a tough Mets
team. Despite the eventual loss, the
Diamondbacks showed a scrappy,
can-do, team spirit and tenacity that
will surely serve them well during the
rest of the season. Trailing by
ELEVEN, the D-backs piled up eight
runs over two innings but couldn!t
quite keep their amazing comeback
chugging long enough despite solid
hitting and some clutch defense from,

Daniel Dempster, Gideon
Lebowitz, Max Brawer Julian Pinto
and Augie Johansen including a
pickoff from Augie at pitcher to
Gideon at second and an amazing
catch by Max Levenson in deep right
field to end the inning and save at
least two runs.
April 22 Reds 10 D-backs 8

Again the DBacks came back from a
deep deficit with solid hitting including

a monster double by Parker
Denison , another double from
Gideon Lebowitz , a bases loaded

shot by Krishan Chadha and clutch
singles by Augie Johansen and Max
Levenson to tie things up at 7 all.
Again, our bats were singing, and
again, sadly, we came up just a hair
short against a solid and well-coached
Reds team. Other highlights from
game 2 (as if that comeback wasn!t

enough") included the D-backs D-
fense starting to wake up from the
long off-season, including Alex Oyle !s
solid work at first base, four steals,

and a sharp two innings on the
mound, Gideon!s and Miles
MacClure !s strong innings in relief,
and Krishan!s clutch heads-up play at
third to end a bases-loaded inning.

April 23: D-backs 12 W-Sox 6

The D-backs looked positively
stellar against last yearls AAA
champs. Twice we ran up the
maximum five runs in an inning, (the
first time with no outs) thanks to

outstanding  hitting - and the
occasional well-timed steal - from
Alex Oyle , Parker Denison , Miles
MacClure  (with a towering double,
among other hits), Charlie
Lundquist, Julian  Pinto, Max
Brawer, Collin Calloway (with
another big double), Gideon

Lebowitz and Krishan Chadha (with
at least three hits). Our defense also
continued its rapid evolution from
game one with strong pitching and
plenty of strikeouts from Augie,
Parker and Colin, solid fielding by Max
B and a successful rundown from first
to second by Alex and Gideon.
Despite being able to call the game at
the bottom of the fourth, both squads
were happy to play the full six
innings. Play ball, indeed"

---Josh Lebowitz

Twins
Dave's Dugout
Design A Sign

Twins v. Reds 16-8
Twins v. Rockies 7-16
Twins v. Royals 10-6

The Twins are off to an exciting
start this year" With two wins under
their belts, they look ready to take on
all of the competition" Now that the
rain has stopped, the team is anxious
to play. Pitchers Robin Rosenberg ,
Andrew Chiang , Alex Rowland and
James Stoner worked hard against
the Reds in the team!s first outing.
The team demonstrated good fielding
and base stealing skills.

Against the Rockies,  Jesse Barber

Tirzah Riley , Alex Rowland
James Stoner and Bradley Muller
pitched for the Twins. Robin

Rosenberg , Luke Watry and Mark
Tingwald  all added their bats to the
game with strong hits and many
RBl!s. Scott Sowko did a great job
behind the plate. Julien Krzyzosiak
and Aaron Lieberman added their
talents in the field . Andrew Chiang
made an amazing catch at second
base, stretching out fully he snagged
the ball for the second out, not only
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managing to get out one runner, but
to be part of a double play, throwing
the ball perfectlyto  Tirzah Riley "

The Twins bats were hot in their
third game. All the team hit well, with
some spectacular hits going to the
outfield. Robin Rosenberg , Andrew
Chiang and Mark Tingwald pitched
a strong game, while Scott Sowko
Alex Rowland and Mark Tingwald

shared duties behind the plate . Jesse
Barber caught a popup in the first for
the final out of the inning. Luke

Watry hit a 2 RBI triple in the third
which began a rally for the Twins.
The Royals tied the game in the
bottom of the sixth, so it was on to
extra innings"  Alex Rowland started
the rally with a long hit to center field
to score Andrew Chiang . The Twins
scored four runs in the seventh and,
in an exciting finish, the Twins got out
of the seventh and won the game,
only allowing four Royals batters to
come to the plate.

---Margaret Muller

White Sox 8, Royals 7
The returning  Shan Dhaliwhal took
the hill for the Royals and threw three
shutout innings with six strikeouts.
The Royals jumped out to an early 7-0
lead. The Royals got those runs from
a Nick Kubler single, a Shan triple
that scored Ben Kleven  who walked,
an Evan Clark double, Jack Johnson
single and a Gabriel Lazar  two base
hit that all drove in runs. Gabe!s rope
brought two runners around to score.
Jack Friedson also had a single,
helping the cause. Kiran Misra
Seibel had a sacrifice ground-out that
set the stage for Nickls single.
Cassidy Hudson was a menace
behind  the plate and Liam
Klaidman-Rinat took some mighty
hacks at the plate. James Weaver
came in to pitch and kept the score 7-
5 and then in the sixth, the great Sox
base running, coupled with some deep
flies and bad hops, cost the Royals
the game. None of it had to do with
bad skills or not enough height or not
playing their best, as each Royal
played like they were pros.

---Camilo Vilaseca

(NO REPORT RECEIVED)

Devil Rays
East Bay Paint Center

Majors

Athletics
Albany Peace Officers
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April 20: Athletics 6, Cubs 0

Rusty after three rainouts, it took
awhile to get going. Clayton
Langbein  broke the ice in the second
with a hard single after several two-

strike  fouls, and Isaiah  Smith
smashed a single an inning later.
Griffin Goetz!s long double, a walk,

an error, and aggressive base running
produced two runs in the fourth.
Jake Kermish-Wells opened the fifth
with a sharp single. Daniel Supple!s
walk, singles by  Griffin , Orion Read
and Clayton, and their gutsy base
running scored four more. Eleven
strikeouts, seven by Griffin , and
error-free fielding held the Cubs in
check.
April 22: Athletics 11 Braves 2

David Brostrom , Adam Chinn
Isaac Bauer and Jake all reached
base to open the third, and all scored.

Leading off the fourth it was Tommy
Kurtzls and Sam Quady!s turn to
reach, and score later. Orionls  two

homers and five RBIs stood out
among the team!s eight hits and eight
walks. Daniel contributed  five
innings of shutout pitching, with 12
strikeouts.

April 25:  Athletics 2, Cardinals 0

In the first, Daniel singled with two
out, and Griffinls homered to left-
center. A great start, but the Als
managed only one more hit and three

walks. Lucas Bell walked but
Isaiah!s  grounder skipped past the
second baseman and nicked him, for
an out. Pitching and defense were
stellar: the Cards managed only four
singles, starter  Griffin  struck out six,
closer Orion struck out three, Daniel
threw out a base stealer, and the Als
again played error-free ball.

---Dave Quady

Braves
Mr. Rooter

After surviving the winter monsoons,

the Braves started out a big rusty but

ready to thrill their loyal supporters.

At times, they excelled at all facets of

the game.
Manager Marvin Lambl!s passion

is crisp throws, and he got them on a

throw from right fielder René Barbier

to cutoff man  Jacob Winkleman to

third baseball Daniel Baldassare to
nail a Cubs batter trying to stretch a
double into a triple late in their close
encounter. Marvinls other passion is
commitment, and he got that on
Julian Binder !s diving catch in left
field against the Cubs. Shortstop Nick
Lamb turned in a 6-3 double play on

a liner off starter Paulie Kennedy !s
glove to keep the Als scoreless in
their second game.

The Braves got strong innings out of
Paulie and Nick on opening day, and
the extended work of 11-year-old
hurlers  Jack Robinson and Jack
Burley was very encouraging.

The Braves used small ball to
squeeze out a 7-7 tie with the Cards.
Aaron Frankel had two stolen bases,
and Peter  Schneider Gabe
Scaglione Garrett Freeberg ,
Julian, Nick, Jack R. and Paulie all had
steals as the Braves scored seven
runs on only three hits. (They were
helped by 17 walks and two hit
batsmen.)

Gabe and Jake produced solid hits
in the opening week. Julian was 3-for-

6 in his Majors! debut. Nick went 4-
for-6 for the week with three RBI
against Cards. Paulie!s 5-for-7 week
was highlighted by three monstrous
home runs on consecutive at-bats
against the Als and Cubs.
---Paul Kennedy

Cardinals
Albany Rotary

IIf it"s Tuesday, | must be stealing.#

Still shaking the rust off, one of the
Cardinals responded to a detailed
briefing on signs before the Braves
game with eIs it Tuesday?+ (Not that
the manager is much more with it,
unless you think a defense with two
left fielders and nobody in right is a
good thing.)

The Cards rolled a pair of sevens in
their two games last week, a come-
from-behind tie with the Braves and a
come-from-ahead loss to the Giants.

The Braves game was a beaut.
Zander McLaughlin , Luke Rose and
Tom Miller  struck out 12 and yielded
only one hit, and in the sixth the kids
scored three in the gloaming to tie.
Tom led off the inning with his first
ALL home run, Armon Sanders laid
down a perfect bunt for a base hit and
later scored on  Colin Armstrong!s
sac fly to deep center and Irvin
Quach and Marcellus Love
contributed clutch hits.

The Majors in the early season are a
lot about adjustments. For the 11-
year-olds it!ls getting used to the
speed and power of Majors-level
baseball; for the 12!s, it's learning to
become team leaders. This year with
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the lack of practice time it!s especially
challenging, but the kids have
exceeded expectations, especially the
pitching and defense. 11-year-old
hurler Macabe Camps  was supposed
to be broken in gradually but ran into
some hard luck as a blizzard of grass-
cutters and Texas-leaguers forced him
to pitch through the heart of Giants!
order with men on base. He
responded magnificently, main-taining
his composure and pitching through
the tough breaks.

It!ls been said that defense never
slumps, and the Cards have been
playing slick and smart defense. In
the tight game against the Giants,
with a runner on third and the infield
drawn in, Noah Derish-Luby fielded
a grounder at second and made an
off-balance but perfect throw to nail
the runner at the plate; in a similar
situation, Zander  at short looked the
runner back to third and fired to first
for the out. Gabe Patti, a young
rook in the majors last year, has
shown poise and maturity on offense,
defense, and as a team spark plug.
All-Star catcher  Chris Dempster is a
crucial steadying influence behind the
plate for the young pitchers.

They say that defense never
slumps, and the Cards have been
playing good and smart defense from
the outset. Against the Giants, in two
situations with the infield drawn in
and a runner on third, Noah Derish-
Luby and Zander each made major
league plays on to save runs. Gabe
Patti, a young rook in the majors last
year, has shown poise and maturity
on offense, defense, and as a team
spark plug. All-Star catcher Chris
Dempster is a crucial steadying
influence behind the plate for young
hurlers.

----Jack Miller

Cubs
Berkeley Motor Works

April 20 A's 6 Cubs 0

After a month of rainouts the Cubbies
finally played their first game of the
season and looked splendid in their
pinstripes and unmatched socks. But
as might be expected after the long
wait, the bats were a bit rusty as they
were blanked by the A's on two hits.
Only four Cubs were able to reach
base as Nathan Gill and Zachary
Chiang each collected singles.
Chapin Rudd was able to bravely
continue on to first base after getting

hit on the helmet with a pitch. On the
positive side, Cubs pitchers performed
well with starter Ryan Masterson
going two scoreless innings, and Rick

THE LITTLE LEAGUER EXTRA

Gentry and Chowyu Zhang each
contributing scoreless frames. In
spite of the long infield grass which
seemed to rise up and swallow ground
balls, the Cubs made some nice
fielding plays, including several by
Rylan McCommons at first base. In
the Cubs final at bat, David Jacobs
battled fiercely with the A's closer
until grounding out to end the game.
Apr. 24 Braves 6 Cubs 7
The Cubs picked up their first win of
the season after a thrilling come-
from-behind  victory against the
Braves. Nathan Gill drove in the
game winning run in the bottom of
the fifth with a solid single to left, his
second run-scoring hit of the day.
The Cubs batswere productive
throughout the lineup as Daniel
Larman and Rylan McCommons
each picked up multiple hits including
Rylan's long rbi triple. Rick Gentry
Zachary Chiang , Ryan Masterson
and Chowyu Zhang also hit safely to
keep rallies alive. David Jacobs
contributed defensively with a good
job  behind the plate, and Ryo
Huntamer and Chapin Rudd made
some nice plays at second base to
retire batters. After the Cubs fell
behind early in the game, pitchers
Conner Davidson and Nathan kept
the Braves in check, with Conner
providing two strong innings of relief
and Nathan striking out two batters in
the final inning to preserve the victory
--Ken Chiang

(NO REPORT RECEIVED)

Giants
Arrow Glass

Albany Little League gratefully
long-ter

acknowledges the
league sponsorship of!
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Mission Reds
H.K.I.T Architecture

Beavers 12, Mission Reds 6, night,
with the rain soaked Memorial Field
grass shin high in places. And the
Beavers brought their jungle lumber,
putting up several big innings to open
up space every time the Mission Reds
tried to make a game of it. Still, the
Reds were glad just to be playing,
after the proverbial six weeks of rain
and a game the night before that had
to be postponed because an Albany
High girl!ls softball game went 16
innings

And there were signs of life for the
Reds, both offensively and
defensively. In the first Lucas
Caldwell made two great plays at
first, snagging a hard smash and later
cleaning up an errant throw from the
catcher as the runner tried to convert
a dropped third strike. In the second,
Jacob  Shaddock made a fine
running backhand catch in right,
shagging a humpback liner just at his
shoetops.

The Reds came out swinging in their
half of the first. Danny Jacobs
doubled, and after walks to Lucas
Caldwell and Ben Cerami , Corey
Cisney plated a run with a groundout
and Henry Organ plated another
with a sharp single to left. In the
third the Reds scored with their feet.
Danny stole second and scored on an
error, and Lucas stole third and
scored on a throwing error. The
frame also featured singles by Henry
and Corey, and a long fly ball out by
Ari Dickman-Koeppel Peter Wu
and Jesse Schumacher got some
well needed innings of pitching in, and
Kyle Hamilton-Lecky struck out the
side in the fifth.

---David Shaddock

(NO REPORT RECEIVED)

Oaks

Goodman Landscape Design

Beavers
Mobile Auto Body Solutions

Seals
BBI Construction
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