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DAVID PREUSS 
President, Albany Little League 
 

A Big Welcome 
 

   Welcome  to the 52nd year of Albany Little 
League, a landmark year in our history.  Not 
only do we have more kids participating in ALL 

than ever before, but this season our teams will en joy the extensive 
baseball field renovations completed over the winte r at the 
University Village, Memorial, and Oceanview.  
   Increased participation is a reflection of the h igh quality of our 
league and it is why we are drawing more and more f amilies each 
year. Our families are telling us that we have been  doing a good job    
and have become the league of choice in our area.  Furthermore, 
this year we have added T-Ball, a great way for 5 a nd 6 year olds to 
first learn about and experience real baseball.   
     We have spent almost $150,000 and have made su bstantial 
improvements to all three Village fields.  Now Kron e Field and North 
Field meet the Little League International specific ations for post-
season play and, as a result, we have been chosen t o host the 10 
year-old All-Star Sectionals this July 16-21. 
   The North field's new grass infield, new fencing , and new seating 
make all three of our Village fields quality venues .  And, Krone 
Field, already a great facility, now has a new back stop and 
announcer booth.  Our old practice field, the Bobby  Sujishi East 
Field, has been reconfigured so we can play our Sin gle A games 
there which will bring those players and parents in to our baseball 
community at the Village.  Additionally, the Snack Shack has gotten 
a complete makeover by Little League coach David Dhaliwal!s 
construction team.  You can read more about the new  features of 
the Village fields and the renovated City of Albany  fields, further on 
in this issue of the Little Leaguer. 
  We have a great feeling about the community effor t that's 
completed our projects.  At the Village, the improv ements were paid 
for out of our Danner Field Fund, established with considerable 
foresight some ten years ago by the ALL Board of Di rectors.   Out of 
each fee paid by parents, twenty-five dollars has b een deposited for 
field improvements, raised to thirty-five dollars t his year so we 
could complete the renovations.  
   With some assurance from the University of Calif ornia that we will 
be continuing baseball at the Village, our current board approved 
the expenditures for these upgrades.  The Universit y allows us use 
of the fields to us in exchange for our league main taining them.   
   We also want to thank the citizens of Albany for  passing Measure 
R which provided the funds for renovating Memorial and Oceanview 
state-of-the-art baseball facilities.   
   And, of course, we can't forget the great effort  of our parents, 
who over the years have grabbed the shovels, the ra kes, and the 
hoses, and spent countless hours putting these fiel ds in game 
shape.  For those of you who are new to ALL, Krone Field is named 
after our indefatigable groundskeeper David Krone, who passed 
away last year after nearly 25 years with Albany Li ttle League.  Now 
the effort is being led by Jon Ely.   
   Let's enjoy our remodeled baseball home, and wit h more 
generous volunteering, let's keep it beautifully ma intained.   
   Let's play ball" 
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Our Fields in 2008 
 

By David Berson
 

   The huge improvements in Albany Little League's fields are the result of foresight, selfless volunteering, and cooperation between the 
Albany-Berkeley community and the University of California.  
   The University and Albany Little League work together under an agreement that the league maintains the University Village fields in 
exchange for using them free of charge.  During the past several years, the University has been interested in commercial development of  
the Village property, but the league was assured youth baseball will remain at the Village.  

    
    That was the point when the ALL's Board of 
Directors began plans for the extensive work 
done over the past several months.  The results, 
especially for those who have watched baseball 
at The Village for years, are quite dramatic.  
 
   Our teams also play on Memorial and 
Oceanview fields.  They are owned by the City 
of Albany, and during 2007-2008, with funds 
approved by Albany voters  they were also 
upgraded.  The league rents time on those 
facilities.   
 
   Little League's intense interest in the fields 
began back in the 1980s when David Krone, a 
parent and volunteer, began organizing their 
maintenance.  Krone recognized that a mediocre 
field produced mediocre play.  He prompted 
other parents to join the effort, supervised 
crews, and got excellent results.  His crowning 
achievement was the grass infield for the field at 

the southwestern side of the facility.  Last year, shortly before David Krone succumbed to cancer, the name of the field was changed from 
South Field to David Krone Field.   
 
    At the end of last season, parent-volunteer Jon Ely became Field Maintenance 
Director and supervised the upgrades that are debuting this season.   
  
Here is a list of some of the improvements to the University Village fields: 
 
New fences at North Field.  This will cut down on cheap homers at North.  "The low 
fence was taken down and the fences were moved back ten feet.  Dead center is still 
only 180, but to left field it's 205 and 190 to right with ten-foot tall fences. North is 
now a much better field for Majors baseball," says Jon Ely.  

 
 
New warning tracks make for better and safer 
baseball.  Six feet in front of the outfield fences, the 
turf has been changed to a dirt surface.  An outfielder 
can move back on a fly ball and know by the feel of the 
surface on his feet that he is approaching the fence.  
                  
At Bobby Sujushi - East Field the old batting cages 
are gone and a backstop has been added.  New soil was 
brought in and there are new anchored bases.  
 
North's Grass Infield.  The grass is definitely a 
challenge to maintain, says Ely.  Too much or too little 
water will inhibit growth.  The same for cutting it too 
short or leaving it too tall.  But the reward is a strong 
surface that, at proper length, gives the ball a true roll 
and true bounce, with far fewer bad hops.  
  
                     (CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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THE FIELDS (Continued from Page 3) 
 

               Little League President David Preuss  
                     and Field Director Jon Ely 
 
President's Box at Krone Field.  The booth in back of home 
plate has enlarged window to aid scorekeeping and announcing.  
A new public address system has been purchased for the facility.  
 
New Drainage.  A large new drainage pipe for Krone Field will 
actually work to drain water from both fields after substantial 
rainstorms.  
 
Curbed Fence Lines.  Look closely at the outfield fences and 
you'll see cement curbs at their bases.  These prevent grass and 
weeds from growing up on the fence, which reduces 
maintenance time, makes herbicides unnecessary, and lowers 
costs.   
 
New Bullpens.  Each team now has its own bullpen at North.   

 
New Bleacher Seating at North.  The old shed has been 
removed leaving a new spectator space close to home plate for 
fans watching from the north side of the field.   And bleachers 
have been added for Sujishi East Field 

 
 

An Update on Sam Kravin 
 

by Stephen DeGange 
 

   One of the finest members of our baseball community 
was involved in a very bad motorcycle accident recently 
and I wanted to share what I know about it. 
    On a normal afternoon in the middle of February, Sam 
Kravin!s motorcycle went out of control and he was badly 
injured.  The irony is that Sam had the bike up for sale at 
the time of the accident and was about to give up this 
hobby. 
    No other vehicles or pedestrians were involved in the 
crash and a small bit of good fortune resulted in the first 
person on the scene being a woman who happened to be 
an I.C.U. nurse.  She knew what to do.  Sam was air-
vac!ed by helicopter to the trauma center at John Muir 
Hospital in Walnut Creek.  This was followed by a couple 
of weeks in the intensive care unit. 
    His condition today is stable and decidedly improving. 
    But let!s go back a few years" 
    Sam played his Little League baseball in A.L.L. and 
attended Albany High School.  After his playing days 
were over and while he was still in high school, the late, 
great Mr. David Krone and I recruited Sam to help out 
with our field maintenance efforts at the Village.  From 
day one, Sam was eager and dedicated.   
     He impressed Mr. Krone, which, trust me, is no small 
accomplishment.  Krone, he of the old school, hearty 
stock, do-the-job-right-or-don!t-do-it, Midwestern values, 
had a small chip on his shoulder about the work ethic of 
some of today!s teenagers.  Sam, without saying a word, 
knocked that chip off of David!s shoulder with his hard 
work, ingenuity, passion and commitment in maintaining 
the playing fields for our children. 
    Sam may have started out as a gun for hire and as 
someone who #helped$ us but soon became an equal.  His 
efforts were tireless.  For years, he singlehandedly did the 
daily, pre-game field prep! for every game at the Village.  
Nor can I recall a Saturday or Sunday that I did not see 
Sam at the fields in the midst of some major undertaking.  
He took on projects that Krone and I hadn!t even thought 
of.  Just about everything that has been done to improve 
and maintain our ball fields in the past eight years, Sam 
Kravin has had an instrumental hand in. 
    When I moved up to help take care of Memorial Field, 
I tried to commandeer Sam.  Krone would only allow 
Sam to be absent from the Village for so many hours.  We 
actually used to fight over who would get Sam for this 
project at The Village or that project at Memorial.  
Frequently, Sam worked on the Village fields and 
Memorial on the same day.                                          
   Now that the heroic Jon Ely has taken over the 
gargantuan effort of re-building and maintaining three 
fields at the Village, Sam has not missed a beat.  I know 
that Jon relies on Sam (and respects him and appreciates 
him) as much as Krone did and I do. 
   Before Sam's recent return home, I visited him in the 
hospital. He was in good spirits and was most articulate  
                              (CONTINUED ON PAGE 10) 
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All-Star Report  
 

Albany's Winning 
Summer 

 

By Paul Kennedy 
 
     The numbers tell the story of an eventful 
summer for Albany Little League on the area 
all-star circuit: 78 players, six teams, 28 
victories, two district championships, one 
sectional and one district runner-up finish. 
Throw in another Tournament of Champion-
ship banner for the Junior 
League's Beavers, and they all 
added up a record-breaking 
summer. 
     Never has Albany Little 
League had more players 
participate in postseason play 
-- it took advantage of rules 
allowing leagues to enter two 
teams in the 9s-10s and 10-
11s age groups -- and it 
finished first, first, second and 
fourth in the four 
championships for District 4 
(Alameda and Contra Costa). 
No other Little League had 
more than one champion. 
     Albany's second-place 
finish in Section 1's 10s-11s championships -- 
the best-ever by an Albany all-star team so 
young -- meant it was second out of 50 Little 
Leagues in Northern California. 
     With players from two championship teams 
spread throughout the 2008 Albany Little 
League's Majors, fans are sure to see some 
superb baseball this spring at the University 
Village fields. 
 

 
 
 

Juniors  
   Albany's dreams of back-to-back District 4 
Junior League titles ended when it fell to 
South Oakland in the District 4 championship 
game at Oakland's Caldecott Field, but Albany 
had thrilled its supporters with some nail-
biting baseball. 
   After losing its opening game to East 
County, Albany reeled off five straight wins -- 
two of them no-hitters -- to reach the final. 
   Against East County, Albany won in 11 
innings after being down to their last out in 
the 7th inning and later trailing by two in the 
9th inning. Three days later at North Oakland, 
Albany's Juniors outdid themselves, rallying 
from two runs down in their last at-bat and 
taking the lead on a two-run single by Leib 
Sutcher, the Albany talisman, with two outs 
and two strikes. 

 

Players  
Brian Bernard (Beavers); Lucas Caldwell (Mission 
Reds); Ben Cerami (Oaks); Nick Dale (Mission 
Reds); Kai Huntamer (Beavers); Alex Jones 
(Mission Reds); Paul Kennedy (Mission Reds); 
Ryan Masterson (Mission Reds); Justin Maxwell 
(Beavers); Tommy McCoy (Seals); Kellon McGuire 
(Seals); Jesse Santos (Beavers); Jesse 
Schumacher (Oaks); Leib Sutcher (Seals) Luke 
Tanaka (Beavers); Yoshi Uemura; (Mission Reds) 

Manager 
Paul Cerami 

Coaches   
Stephen DeGange, Marco Santos,Brian Bernard 

 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6) 
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Results:   District 4  Juniors  
July 2 East County 3 Albany 2  
July 5 Albany 11 Lafayette 0  
July 6 Albany 18 Clayton Valley 1  
July 7 Albany 8 East County 7 (11 innings)  
July 9 Albany 11 Walnut Creek 1  
July 10 Albany 5 North Oakland 4  
July 11 South Oakland 10 Albany 4 
 

 
 

Little League (12s) 
 
   Albany set the tone for a successful run in the 
District 4 Little League (12s) championship with a 
6-5 victory over Antioch West. 
   The 12s achieved their longest run during their 
four years of district play, reaching the semifinal s 
of the loser's bracket with four wins. 
   Pitchers Marcellus Love and Gabe Scaglione 
pitched complete game victories, while Albany got 
home runs from Colin Armstrong, Nathan Gill and 
Patrick Xu. 
 
 
 
 
 

Players:   LITTLE LEAGUE 12s  
Colin Armstrong (Braves) 
Macabe Camps (Dodgers) 
Elijah Cooper (Cubs) 
Nathan Gill (Giants) 
Adam Lieber (Cubs) 
Marcellus Love (Cardinals) 
Ryo Huntamer (Cubs) 
David Jacobs (Athletics) 
Peter Schneider (Braves) 
Gabe Scaglione (Dodgers) 
Jack Robinson (Dodgers) 
Kyle Tannahill (Cubs) 
Patrick Xu (Cardinals) 
Manager: Marc Jacobs 
Coaches:   
Jack Huntamer 
Kevin Tannahill 
 
Results: 
District 4 LITTLE LEAGUE 12s  
July 6 Albany 6 Antioch West 5 (8 innings)  
July 9 South Oakland 9 Albany 4  
July 10 Albany 9 Antioch East 2  
July 11 Albany 5 Continental 1  
July 12 Albany 5 Walnut Creek 4  
July 13 South Oakland 3 Albany 1  
 

 
10s-11s #1  
All-Stars  
 

   Albany completed a five-game 
sweep with a 5-2 win over Alameda 
in a championship game that went 
nine innings. Albany not only won 
at Alameda's home field but it 
gained revenge for its loss to a 
talented Alameda team as 9s-10s 
in the 2007. 
   Starting pitcher Robert Wu had 
escaped from a bases-loaded, no-
out jam in the bottom of the 6th 
inning to extend the championship 
game to extra innings. Reed 
Thomas-McLean hit a three-run 
home run over the right-field fence 
in the top of the 9th inning to give 
Albany its second 10s-11s District 4 

title in the last three years. 
   Albany moved on to the sectionals in Larkspur, w here it recovered from an opening game loss to run off 
four straight wins and advance to the championship game. 
   Pitching and defense were the keys for the Alban y 10s-11s throughout the summer. They didn't allow more 
than four runs in any of their first 10 games. 

Players: 10's-11's #1  
Calvin Bernard (Giants)  Noah Bremer (Cardinals)  Shan Dhaliwal (Cardinals)  Joe Franco (Giants)  Carl Jacobs (Giants)  
Gideon Lebowitz (Athletics)  Cole Martiniak (Giants)  Michael Rabin (Giants)  Robin Rosenberg (Cardinals)  James Stoner 
(Athletics)  Reed Thomas-McLean (Athletics) Robert Wu (Braves) Manager:  Matt Bremer Coach:   Joe Franco
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Results:  10's-11's #1  
Section 1  
July 19 Woodland American 4 Albany 3  
July 20 Albany 9 San Francisco National 1  
July 21 Albany 9 Woodland American 0  
July 22 Albany 7 Petaluma Valley 4  
July 23 Albany 7 Benicia 4  
July 24 Benicia 11 Albany 1  

 
District 4  
July 5 Albany 9 East County 2  
July 9 Albany 13 Pittsburg National 2  
July 11 Albany 13 Walnut Creek #1 1  
July 13 Albany 5 Alameda #1 3  
July 16 Albany 5 Alameda #1 2 (9 innings

 

10s-11s #2 All-Stars  
   For the first time, Albany entered two teams in the 10s-11s division, and the No. 2 team emerged wi th 
three victories. 
   Albany put 48 runs across the plate in five game s. Noah Amme and Sami Tuqan homered in a 14-8 win o ver 
Antioch East, and Bob Ely hit home runs in each of the last two games. 
   Parker Denison was one of several pitchers to pi tch effectively through the team's eight-day run. 
 
Players  
Noah Amme (Giants) 
Jake Bass (Cardinals) 
Parker Denison (Dodgers) 
Bob Ely (Giants) 
Eugene Heimann (Cubs) 
Chris Mullaney (Braves) 
Chris Nicas (Cubs) 
Kai Rasmussen (Athletics) 
Kiran Siebel (Cardinals) 
Sami Tuqan (Braves) 
Tony Wang (Athletics) 
 

 
 
Manager: Carl Bass 
Coaches: Rob Mullaney, Jon Ely 
 

Results:  
District 4  
July 3 Albany 11 Clayton Valley #1 1 
July 5 North Oakland 7 Albany #2 5 
July 7 Albany 14 Antioch East 8 
July 10 Albany 13 Pittsburg National 2 
July 11 Concord American 15 Albany 5 
 

9s-10s #1 All-Stars  
   Albany won the 9s-10s division -- the youngest a ge group -- for the first time with a 10-4 victory over 
Alameda in the championship game.  Emmett Smay brok e open the game with a grand slam in the 4th inning . 
   The win gave Albany a 2-1 series edge over archr ival Alameda. Albany had won, 11-5, in the semifina ls of 
the winner's bracket, but Alameda forced a replay o f the championship game with a 4-2 win in the final . 
   Albany had scored 41 runs in its first three gam es and then won the winner's bracket with a 5-3 vic tory over 

Clayton Valley thanks to Jack 
Johnson's two-run homer.  
Albany moved on to the 9s-10s 
sectionals, where a 13-1 win 
was sandwiched between two 
close defeats.                                  
Players:   Jesse Barber 
(Twins) Tyler Caldwell (White 
Sox) Daniel Dempster (Cubs) 
Jack Johnson (Devil Rays)  Ben 
Kleven (Reds) Nick Kubler 
(Royals) Matthew Mino (White 
Sox) Kye Moffat (Twins) Alex 
Oyle (Diamondbacks) Liam 
Pauly (Reds) Alex Rowland 
(Cubs) Arlo Rudy (Twins) 
Julien Scribner (Diamond-
backs) Emmett Smay (Mets)  
Manager: Marcelo Mino 
Coaches: Rich Caldwell, Fred 
Oyle
Results:   Section 1  July 19  
Benicia 8 Albany 5   July 20  
Albany 13 San Francisco 
National 1   July 21  Mark West 

Youth Club 7 Albany 6  District 4   July 3  Albany 18 Martinez 2   July 7  Albany 12 Lafayette 3   July 10  Albany 
11 Alameda #1 5  July 12  Albany 5 Clayton Valley #2 3   July 16  Alameda #1 4 Albany 2   July 17  Albany 10 
Alameda #1 4                                                                            (MORE ALL-STAR REVIEW on  Page 10 )  
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Jack Miller's  
 

Baseball Playlist 
 

     
 So you•ve downloaded 
everything from the 
Vanilla Ice songbook to 
Celine Dion•s covers of 
the Sex Pistols, and you 
still have room on your 
10 terabyte MP3 player. 
May I suggest something 
in the hardball line? 

 
      Take Me Out To The Ball 
Game has been abused more 
than any song except The Star 
Spangled Banner, in more 
ballparks than Armando 
Benitez, but there are some 
stylish versions out there. To 
pick just a few genres, Bruce 
Springsteen (rock); Doc and 
Merle Watson (bluegrass); 
Frank Sinatra and Gene 
Kelly  (movie musical); Harry 
Caray (beer).  
 

 
In the two-hole, 
Centerfield by El 
Cerrito!s own 
John Fogerty. 
Sure it!s been 
played to death, 
but it!s still what!s 
running through 
my head on my 
first trip to the 
"yard every April. 
 
 

 
       In a similar vein, a friend in Huntsville (where 
Mark McGwire played AA ball) turned me on to 
Alabama!s cheery ode to the minors, The Cheap 
Seats.  
 
 
 

    Jazz swings in with Count Basie and His 
Orchestra doing Did You See Jackie Robinson Hit 
That Ball? and Les Brown and His Band of 
Renown with Joltin! Joe DiMaggio.   
    More laid back, there!s pianist-vocalist-composer 
Dave Frishberg!s sweet, lyrical take on the poetry 
of baseball names, Van Lingle Mungo. (The oddly 
named but pretty decent righthander reached double 
figures in wins five years running with abysmal 
Dodgers teams in the mid-30!s.) 
 
    Been subpoenaed by Congress? No need to 
stonewall like Mark McGwire or flat out lie like 
Rafael Palmeiro. Just dazzle "em, as the Ol! 
Perfesser Charles Dillon #Casey$ Stengel did when 
called to testify in 1958 on baseball!s antitrust 

exemption. I 
don!t know of a 
complete record-
ing of Casey!s 
remarks, but you 
can hear an 
excerpt and read 
the full transcript 
on the great 

Baseball Almanac website. (Be sure not to miss 
Mickey Mantle!s riveting follow-up testimony.) 

www.baseballalmanac.com/quotes/casey_stengel_senate_testimony.shtml 
 

Team Anthem? Meet the Mets (•Meet the Mets, 
meet the Mets, step right up and greet the Mets! 
Bring your kiddies, bring your wife, guaranteed 
you•ll have the time of your life...•   It frightens me 
that I still know all the words, and I haven!t heard 
the damned thing since, like, 1974.)  
 
Team Anthem, International Division -- Rokko 
Oroshi, the stirring fight song of the fabled Hanshin 
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Tigers of Nippon Professional Baseball.  (The 
title translates to The Wind of Mount Rokko.) 
 
If you like show tunes 
(not that there!s anything 
wrong with that), Ya• 
Gotta Have Heart from 
the musical Damn 
Yankees.  
 

If you!re into 
existential 
terror"and 
who isn!t"
there!s the 
hysterically 
funny and yet 

cosmically sad meditation on the ultimate 
futility of it all, Steve Goodman!s talking blues, 
A Dying Cub Fan•s Last Request.  
 
But the real music of the game is the spoken 
word.  Calls of pretty much every famous 
moment in baseball in at least the last 60 years 

can be found on the Internet. 
It!s fun to try to find your 
favorites, the older and more 
obscure, the better. 
   Everyone in the Bay Area has 
heard, to excess, Russ Hodges! 

classic call of Bobby Thomson!s Shot Heard 
#Round The World, but at least three other Hall 
of Fame announcers-- Red Barber, Vin Scully 
and Ernie Harwell (left to right) --were at 

 
that game. I!m not sure if Scully was on the air 
for the bottom of the 9th, but Barber had the 
Dodger radio call and Harwell was doing the 
game on TV. I!ve heard both those calls and 
they were, shall we say, understated compared 
to Hodges!. (The broadcast of the Hindenberg 
disaster was understated compared to Hodges!.)  
   Speaking of Vinny, a friend (an Orioles fan, 
go figure), turned me on to Scully!s call of the 
9th inning of Sandy Koufax! perfect game, Sept. 

9, 1965. It!s a ten-minute classic by a pitcher 
and a broadcaster at the top of their games. 
Every time I play it I have to listen to the whole 
thing, even though I know how it comes out. (In 
fact I!m listen-ing to it as I write this, and it still 
gives me chills.) 
 

www.doubledogmusic.com/baseball/Scully_Koufax_Perfe ct.mp3)  
 

In the category of Calls of 
Games that never 
happened, there•s Abbott 
and Costello•s Who•s On 
First??!!,  and then there•s 
everything else. You 
haven•t really heard Casey 
At The Bat until you•ve heard the over-the-top 
reading by DeWolf Hopper"rabid N.Y. Giants 
fan, husband of Hedda, father of William (a.k.a. 
Paul Drake on Perry Mason)"who popularized 
it and claimed to have performed it over 10,000 
times. 

Lou Gehrig•s Farewell 
has been replayed so many 
times that it•s easy to listen 
to it without really hearing 
it, but listen to it again, for 
the grace notes: the New 
York accent that reminds 
you that he was a home 
town boy (#Columbia 

Lou$); the brevity, the simple, genuine courage 
and humility. Beautiful and heartbreaking. 
 

Lastly, my favorite category, 
the Manager•s Tirade--Baseball 
Rants contain some of the most 
spectacularly ornate displays of 
profanity this side of Parris 
Island. I recommend anything 
you can find by that pint-sized 
gentleman tomato farmer Earl 
Weaver, but an absolute must-
have is Tommy Lasorda•s 
classic outburst after Dave Kingman had gone 
deep three times to beat the Dodgers. There•s an 
expurgated version, but to get the full effect 
send the kids off to bed and check out the 
original (NC-17) recording. 
 
    Many of these can be found on the CD compilation !Baseball"s 
Greatest Hits#, but it"s fun$and cheaper$to surf the net for your 
own. So head to your keyboard, fire up Firefox (or if you simply 
must have the latest virus from China, Internet Exp lorer), grip it 
and rip it.  
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Sam Kravin (continued) 
 
and deeply touching in describing the psychological road 
ahead to recovery and accepting what has happened to 
him.  Unsolicited, he waxed poetic about life, its meaning, 
his place in the universe, and, for example, the thrill of, 
two days ago, being able to go outside on a hospital patio 
and observe that the sky was still blue and that breezes 
still blew. 
    What a remarkable young man.  And how little I really 
knew of him before my recent visit.  One has no idea the 
depth of another!s soul, perhaps, until something extreme 
like this occurs. 
     It was obvious that part of his self-therapy is to be 
utterly candid in describing what has happened to him.  In 
this he is correct...it is always better to share nightmares 
than to have to sort them out in silence, alone. 
     He said many times that the love and support of his 
family and friends have been a godsend.  He is extremely 
appreciative of it. 
     And yet, I feel like I am the one who is 
appreciative...of him.  Some of the things he said to me 
recently were inspiring, poetic, illuminating in ways I can 
barely describe. 
    I know that the entire Albany Little League community 
stands by Sam as he faces the days and weeks ahead. 
    Together, we will say a little prayer and light the 
largest candle we can find for our friend and colleague. 
 
(ALL-STAR REVIEW continued) 
 
Results:  9s-10s #1 All-Stars  
 
Section 1  
July 19 Benicia 8 Albany 5  
July 20 Albany 13 San Francisco National 1  
July 21 Mark West Youth Club 7 Albany 6  
District 4  
July 3 Albany 18 Martinez 2  
July 7 Albany 12 Lafayette 3  
July 10 Albany 11 Alameda #1 5  
July 12 Albany 5 Clayton Valley #2 3  
July 16 Alameda #1 4 Albany 2  
July 17 Albany 10 Alameda #1 4  
 

9s-10s #2 All-Stars  
The highlight of the 9s-10s #2 team's 
summer run was a 15-14 win over Clayton 
Valley. The game went on so long that it was 
called on account of darkness and had to be 
finished three days later.  
 
Players:  
Jacob Beckman (Royals)  
Michael Castillo (Reds)  
Christian Fargeix (Devil Rays)  
Raymond Karam (Royals)  
Daniel Hibbard-Lubow (Royals)  
Miles McClure (White Sox)  
Collin McElyea-Calloway (Twins)  
Zachary Obstfeld (Twins)  
Rowan O'Connell-Gates (Royals)  

Reilly Seban (Reds)  
Scott Sowko (Diamondbacks)  
Nicholas Sternad (Mets)  
Teddy Swain (White Sox)  
Manager: Steven Sutcher  
Coaches: Paul Couenhoven, Andy Hanauer 
 
Results:  
District 4  
July 3 Clayton Valley #2 10 Albany 0  
July 9 Albany 15 Clayton Valley #1 14  
July 9 Albany 1 Lafayette 8  
 

Tournament of Champions  
The Junior League Beavers repeated as the 
winner of District 4's Tournament of 
Champions by beating the North Oakland 
Giants, 6-3, in the final played in Concord. 
Strong relief pitching by Zach Chiang and 
Miles McCreary allowed Albany to come back 
from a three-run deficit in the 1st inning. 
The Beavers' hitting carried them early in the 
tournament. Luke Tanaka and Jesse Santos 
both cleared the bases with extra-base hits. 
In the opening game, Brian Bernard rolled 
threes, going 3-for-3 at the bat, scoring three 
runs and driving in three more. 
In the AAA Tournament of Champions, 
Albany's White Sox were runners-up after 
going 3-1 with 56 runs scored in four games. 
The Athletics, Albany's Major League 
champions, split their two games. 
 
 
Results:  Tournament of Champions  
 

JUNIOR LEAGUE  
June 23 Albany Beavers 20 Lafayette 3  
June 25 Albany Beavers 10 Concord American 7  
June 27 Albany Beavers 8 East County 4  
June 30 Albany Beavers 6 North Oakland Giants 3  
 
MAJOR LEAGUE  
June 23 Albany Athletics 7 Pinole-Hercules 5  
June 25 Antioch West 11 Albany Athletics 6  
 
AAA  
June 22 Albany White Sox 22 Martinez 3  
June 26 Albany White Sox 14 East County 4  
June 28 Albany White Sox 14 Concord American 7  
June 30 Albany White Sox 6 Lafayette Angels 10 
 

 

YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 

   During our off-season, housing along Tenth Street 
was removed.   The league has agreed with the 
University to limit both traffic and parking along 
10th Street inside the Village to coaches and field 
maintenance personnel. Parents should continue to 
drop players off at the Krone field parking area 
adjacent to the Village entrance and park vehicles 
outside the Village.  
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The Question This Time!  
 

For our 2007 Division-Winning Managers 
 

"What's the toughest about 
managing in Little League?" 

 

Marco Santos 
Juniors / Beavers 
Maximizing talent.  The gap be-
tween the top and lower tier 
players can be very wide.  Mold-
ing a cohesive team so each 
player  believes he or she  can 
help in some way, proves most 
difficult. 
 
 

 
Marc Jacobs 
Majors / Athletics 
Just a few of mine are--hoping 
that your boss doesn't come 
into your office for your annual 
performance review just as 
you're  leaving early for a 
game---driving like a maniac 
on 880 and 80 to get to a game 
on time hoping to avoid a 
traffic jam and looking for 
shortcuts like driving illegally 

in the carpool lane---and trying to fill out the line-up card 
and scorebook while driving; 

 
Rich Caldwell 
AAA / White Sox  
Each year taking a new group of 
different-aged kids of widely 
varying abilities, maturities, and 
personalities  from a truly  "herd-
ing cats" status, to an actual 
functioning team........or not! 
 
 
 

 
 

Andrew Schwartz  
AA / Yankees  
There is nothing difficult about 
playing baseball with my son and 
other great kids; it#s a pleasure. 
One interesting challenge, how-
ever, is keeping it fun for the kids 
while they learn what are 
sometimes tough lessons about 
competition and working together. 
 

 
David Ross Berson 
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Albany Little League  
Major Volunteers 

 

Village Snack Shack Coordinator 
Alice Ely 

Memorial Snack Shack Coordinator 
Julie Dempster 

Village Equipment Managers 
Wayne Johnson & Maury Obstfeld 

Team Parent Coordinator 
Mary Jacobs 

Regular Season Schedulers: 
Steve Sutcher 

Photo Coordinator  
Beth Plevy 

Sponsor Coordinator 
Kim Caldwell 

Parade Coordinator 
Carla Castillo 

T-shirt/Sweatshirt Sales 
Robin Miller 

Volunteer Coordinator: 
Mary Jane Pauley 
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Easy Drills to Improve Your Game  

 
By 

Stephen DeGange 
Manager, Seals 

     

We went through 
these little drills 
at Krone Field, 
but you can easily 
do them around 

your neighborhood or in your yard.  
They're easy and fun, and they can 
improve your game.  
 

 

SHORT HOPS 
   In nearly every game, infielders are going to get a ball 
from a hit or a throw that will bounce right in front of 
them and will be difficult to catch.  Throw the ball to your 
partner so that it short-hops, and the practice will make 
these plays much easier for you in a game.  Start out close 
together, then move farther apart and make the hops more 
difficult.   

 
 

CATCH IT 
ON YOUR BACK 

   You can do this one alone.  
Just lie down and toss the 
ball straight upward.  When 
you get the hang of it, try to 
throw it a bit higher.  Just 
like working with a fly ball 
in a game, you want it to 
fall right in front of your 
face.  Of course, you'll have 
your glove right there for 
the catch!   
 

 
 
 

 

with 
                     Noah Bremer & Carl Jacobs 
                                       Cardinals 

 

BASEBALL AGAINST THE WALL 
   Where I grew up in New York, all you needed was a flat 
wall and a bouncy ball for hours of baseball fun.  Throw 
the ball so it bounces on the ground, then on the wall.  
Catch the rebound and repeat.  Increase your pace as you 
continue. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TWO-BALL CATCH 
   Just a little game of catch, but it's a lot more interesting 
when you've got two balls going.  Aim your throw for 
your partner's left shoulder, and get a good rhythm going.  
This drill really makes you focus. 

 


