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DAVID PREUSS 
President, Albany Little League 

 

A 2009 Welcome 
 

   I would like to extend a personal welcome to both 
new and returning families. This is our 54 th  year and 
Albany Little League!s reputation in the community 
has never been better.  We're proud our league is 

recognized as one of the most progressive, well-run  local youth sports 
leagues by the Bay Area youth sports community.  Ou r success traces 
directly to the thousands of hours of volunteer tim e that our parents, 
managers, coaches and Board members give to help Al bany Little 
League!s kids. 
 

   Youth sports organizations have been criticized for pushing young 
athletes too hard and overemphasizing competition. In contrast, Albany 
Little League de-emphasizes competition and instead  focuses on 
developing baseball skills and maximizing playing t ime for all players 
regardless of their talent.  We also encourage all managers, coaches 
and parents to have fun and give positive reinforce ment to all players 
at all levels of play.   
 

  To make sure that our managers and coaches have t he knowledge 
necessary to teach baseball skills, every year Alba ny Little League 
brings in outside youth coaching experts to advise them on how to 
conduct effective practices to develop all players,  regardless of their 
skill level. Additionally, staff members of the Spo rts Medicine Center for 
Young Athletes of Oakland!s Children!s Hospital and  Research Center 
teach managers and coaches first-response first aid , how to recognize 
and prevent common sports injuries, and conditionin g exercises that 
will help prevent injuries.  
 

  It turns out that the right philosophy as well as  emphasizing 
conditioning and skills training have produced a pr ogram that's also 
very successful in competition. In 2008 our teams w on 4-of-7out 
possible post-season championships within our Littl e League district. 
And, our 10-11 year old All-Stars won both the Sect ional and Northern 
California championships.  
 

    For all our success, much gratitude goes to our  local community for 
its valuable support. The University of California has made the 
University Village fields our home for some 25 year s, giving our parents 
and kids a safe and accessible place to make youth baseball happen.  
Thanks also to members of the Albany City Council f or their continued 
support of our efforts to provide an important yout h recreation 
opportunity in our community.  
 

    Over the last two years we have invested $150,0 00 from our Danner 
Field Fund to renovate the Village fields including  new grass infields at 
Victory Field (north field) and at Bobby Sujishi Fi eld (East Field), new 
fencing, remodeling the snack shack, rebuilding the  Krone Field 
announcing booth, installing electronic scoreboards  and many other 
improvements. We also plan to re-roof the snack sha ck and construct 
an umpire shed before the end of this season.   
 

    But most of all it's our unselfish volunteers w ho propel our league by 
devoting so much of their time and resources to wor king with our kids, 
supporting our teams, and taking care of the many o rganizational and 
maintenance tasks that are so important to moving f orward.   Now it!s 
time to enjoy our season.  Let!s play ball" 
 

WITHOUT VOLUNTEERS WE HAVE NO LEAGUE 
 

Albany Little League 
P.O. Box 6003 

Albany CA 94706-0003  
(510) 526-1404  

www.albanylittleleague.org 
email: kidsgame@albanylittleleague.org  

 

President 
David Preuss 

 

Vice President 
Brian Lukas 

 

Secretary 
Andrew Layton 

 

Treasurer 
Rich Caldwell 

 

Player Agent 
David Dempster 

 

Safety Director 
Enid Camps 

 

Information Officer  
& Registrar 
Chris Epple 
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Director  

Rex Higginbotham 
 

Chief Umpire  
John Tonkyn 

 

Field Maintenance Director 
Jon Ely 

 

Commissioners 
 

Challenger 
Michael Lee  
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Jack Miller 
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Rex Higginbotham  
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Marcelo Mino 
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Gary Class  
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Frank Knowles  
Michele Bachmeier 
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Jon Ely 

 

Other Board members: 
John Brusseau  
Roger Carlsen 
David Cooper 
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Eddy Kleinhans 
Bruce Pickering 
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ALL STAR REPORT 
 

ALBANY DOMINATES 
IN THE POST-SEASON 

 

By Paul Kennedy 
 
Albany Little League's 10s-11s all-stars made history in 
2008 when they won the Northern California championship, 
making them the first Albany team to win a state title. 
 

Add to that a District 4 title -- and runner-up finish in 
sectionals -- for the Junior League all-stars and a second-
place finish by the 12-year-olds in the Little League 
(Majors) district tournament, and it was another banner year 
for Albany Little League's all-stars. All six teams won at 
least one game at the district level. 
 

In addition, the Junior League's Mission Reds won the 
District 4 Tournament of Champions -- giving Albany its 
third straight Juniors TOC titles -- and the Major League's 
Cubs captured the District 4 Tournament of Champions, 
becoming the first 
Albany team to 
win the champion-
ship at that level. 
 

The 10s-11s 
recovered from a 
4-2 loss to 
Alameda in the 
final of the 
winner's bracket 
and came back to 
shut out Alameda 
twice, 15-0 and 5-
0, to give Albany 
its third 10s-11s 
title in the last four 
years. 
 

The championship 
was a perfect scenario for the 10s-11s all-stars, who 
returned to Albany to serve as hosts for the Section 1 
championships. After surviving a 3-2 game against Mark 
West of Sonoma, Albany broke out for 25 runs in the next 
two games and became the youngest Albany team ever to 
capture a sectional title. 
 

Albany rallied for eight runs in the bottom of the 5th inning 
and beat Benicia, 13-10, in the championship. Collin 
Calloway started things off with a two-run, and then Albany 
exploded for six runs with two outs, getting four straight 
doubles from Kai Moffat, Emmett Smay, Alex Oyle and 
Calloway. Albany moved on to the state championship in 
Fremont, where it extended its streak of consecutive games 
with 10 or more runs to four thanks to a 13-9 win over 

Danville and 11-5 victory over Saratoga and moved into the 
championship game. 
 

Exactly a month after they started all-star play, the 10s-11s 
were crowned state champs with a dramatic 2-1 win over 
Saratoga. As had been the case throughout the summer 
campaign, the 10-11s prevailed thanks to timely hitting, 
sharp base-running, gutsy pitching and outstanding fielding. 
 

Mino manufactured the first run in the 1st inning when he 
got on base with a ground-rule double, stole third and scored 
on a passed ball. In the 4th, Nick Kubler legged out an 
infield single and scored on Rudy's triple. 
Rudy got out of a bases-loaded no-outs jam in the bottom of 
the 1st when he  
struck out the next three Saratoga batters. Ben Kleven 
pitched the 6th inning and earned the save with help 
infielders Rudy and Alex Rowland, who both made 
excellent plays to snuff out a Saratoga rally. 
 

The Junior all-stars won eight straight games before falling 
to Benicia, 6-0, in a single-game championship at the 
Section 1 Tournament played in Terra Linda. 
 

Albany regained revenge for its loss to South Oakland in the 
2007 Juniors final with 5-2 and 9-5 wins over SOLL in the 
district championships played at Memorial Park and moved 

on to the sectionals, where 
its batters caught fire, 
opening with a pair of 11-
1 wins. 
 

Ryan Masterson led an 
outstanding pitching corps 
with wins in each of his 
first three starts. In the 
closest game of district 
play, Nathan Gill was 
taken out after pitching 
four solid innings against 
Clayton Valley and then 
returned to the mound the 
next inning with a bases-
loaded no-out situation 
and the scored tied 2-2 
and limited the opposition 

to one run. Albany then erased its only deficit in the districts 
with seven runs in the bottom of the 6th inning. Zachary 
Chiang and Tom Miller also started and won games. Patrick 
Xu was excellent as the set-up man, while Jesse Santos, who 
played in the district champion-ship game for the fifth 
straight year, earned key saves in the games that sent 
Albany into the championships at both the district and 
sectional level. 
                                                                                         

     The Juniors got hitting from all parts of the lineup 
throughout post-season play. Marcellus Love had a two-run 
single in the opening win over North Oakland and had the 
game-tying RBI against Clayton Valley. Nick Lamb's 
suicide squeeze bunt was a key play in the seven-run sixth  
                                                CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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A Brief History of the Place Now Known As  
 

The Village Baseball Fields 
 

By Gary Class 
 

EARLY HISTORY 
 

The grounds that we know and love as the Albany 
Little League Baseball Fields have a long and 
fascinating history.  
 
Before the arrival of Europeans, several Native 
American tribes thrived along the eastern shore of 
the largest Bay on the face of the earth.  Tall 
redwood trees towered above lush foliage.  The 
temperate weather was conducive to pleasant and 
long lives for the inhabitants.  Wild fruits, 
vegetables, and fish and game were bountiful and 
fresh water descended from the hills into beautiful  
creeks.   

 

Our fields abut Codornices Creek which demarks the 
northern border between Albany and Berkeley. The  
name Codornices comes from the Spanish word 
•codorniz•, or quail, a name given by Jose Domingo  
 
Peralta in honor of the quail eggs he cooked for 
dinner will encamped by the creek in 1818. 

 

In 1853, the Peralta family sold the land to John F leming 
(the namesake of •Fleming Point• adjacent to Golden  
Gate fields) and it eventually fell into the posses sion of  

                       Paving San Pablo Avenue, 1912 
Edward Gill, a noted horticulturalist, and the land  
became known as the •Gill Tract•. In 1928, the 
University of California purchased the greater port ion of 
the •Gill Tract• and in 1939 allotted 36 acres of t he 
northern portion for the College of Agriculture.  

 
DEVELOPMENT DURING WORLD WAR II 

 

The escalation of the War in the Pacific Theater re sulted 
in a rapid expansion of naval activity and ship-bui lding 
all along the San Francisco Bay, including the Oakl and 
estuary and Richmond harbor. In the fall of 1943, t he 
U.S. Federal Public Housing Authority appropriated 42 
acres of land from the Gill Tract to build public h ousing 
for wartime workers. The influx of wartime workers,  
many with families, compelled the Housing Authority  to 
provide recreation facilities and on the 13 th  of August 
1944, the Codornices Village Community Recreation 
Center was opened, complete with a library and gym 
(still standing today) and the open field adjacent to the 
Rec Center was used for boys! and girls! baseball g ames. 
   

After the end of the War in September 1946, the Cit y of 
Albany assumed responsibility for the Rec Center. O n 30 
May 1947, Memorial Day, the remodeled Rec Center is  
reopened and a baseball game is played by the 
Codornices Teenage Baseball Team at •Victory Field•  (so 
named by a contest at the nearby Codornices element ary 
school). 
 

ORGANIZED YOUTH BASEBALL AT THE VILLAGE 
 

In April 1956 the Regents of the University of Cali fornia 
purchased the remaining structures in the Village a nd in 
July the City of Albany approved a lease with the U .C. 
Regents of the former Codornices Village recreation  
building for 10 years, including usage of •Victory Field•.  
                                        

                                            CONTINUED ON PAGE 10  
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Cal Berkeley & Albany Little League 
 

A Productive Partnership 
 

Throughout the years, Albany Little League has been  part of 
the fabric of life in University Village. Since 195 6 students and 
their families have had the opportunity to call the ir home the 
home of Albany Little League as well.  Many wonderf ul coaches 
and players have inspired 
many of us: not to men-
tion the dedicated 
volunteers we•ve come to 
rely upon over the years 
(special thanks to stal-
warts Jon and Alice Ely).  
In the time I•ve been here,    
 

I•ve seen the generational 
baton passed on by folks 
like Dave Krone to Little 
Leaguers that have be-
come coaches them-selves (Brad Gooding, Shane Dowli ng and 
Joe Pearse to name a few) and then on to the newest  crop of 
players.  The partnership between the Village and A lbany Little 
League has pooled resources, such as mowers, turf e xpertise, 
coaches and leadership.  We hope to continue to wor k together 
to provide opportunities for our kids to come to lo ve a truly 
great game!  Play on! 

               Dawn Martin-Rugo 

                                                          Director of Recreation Programs,  
                                                          University Village 

 
Remembering David Krone 

 

If the angels of the Village Fields are watching ou r games, you can bet 
David Krone is in the front row.  Either that or he 's on the field with 
scissors in hand, making sure his beloved grass is just right for the 
kids and the game he loved. Dave's name is on what used to be South 
Field because of the fantastic work he did in devel oping and 
maintaining the fields for some 20 years as well as  the great work he 
did with kids and parents. 
  

Village Director of Recreation Dawn Martin-
Rugo remembers•.. 
 "One day Dave came in to my office very 
upset.  'Dawn,' he said, 'we've got to do 
something about the mess in the shed.' 
The shed was Dave's domain.  He opened 
it just about every day to access the tools 
he used in his constant and meticulous 
care of the baseball fields.  'I'll have a 
look a little later on,' I assured him."   

  

"Later that day, I went to the shack with one of ou r staff who 
often helped Dave.  When we opened the little hut, we were 
looking at an immaculate little space.  The floor w as perfectly 
clean and all of Krone's equipment looked to be in its perfect 
and proper place. 
  

But my cohort suddenly realized, 'I think I might know the 
problem, Dawn.'  He explained that a shovel, instea d of being 
on its proper hook on the wall, was leaning against  the wall in 
the corner of the shed." 
 
 

                                           

 

Parade Day 
Saturday, March 28, 2009 

 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame 
Albany Jazz Band 

 

Welcome 
David Preuss, President 

Albany Little League  

 

Star Spangled Banner 
Albany Jazz Band 

 

Little League Pledge 
 

Proclamation of 
Tom Bates, Mayor of Berkeley 

Susan Wengraf 
Berkeley City Council 

 

Recognition of All-Star Teams 
 

Rededication of North Field 
Gary Class 

Albany Park & Rec Commissioner 
Member, ALL Board of Directors 

 

Introduction of Dignitaries  
 

Jeff Urdahl 
UC Director of Housing Operations 

 

Nathan Brostrom 
UC Vice Chancellor-Administration 
(and Albany Little League parent) 

 

Marge Atkinson 
Mayor of Albany 

 

Joanne Wile 
Albany Vice Mayor  

 

Farid Javandel 
Peggy Thomsen 

Albany City Council Members  
 

Marla Stephenson 
Superintendent 

Albany Unified School District 
 

Beth Pollard 

Albany City Administrator  
 

Eulogies 
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YOU NEED  
TO KNOW 

 

New at the 
Snack Shack 

 

   This season the Village Snack 
Shack is featuring new healthful 
beverages and hot and cold 
snacks. 
   The Snack Shack is a parent-run 
enterprise of Albany Little League 
and an important source of income 
that funds great recreation for our 
kids.  Don't forget to stop at the 
Snack Shack for good eats and 
drinks.    
   And, if you're one of the many 
parents who tend the store, always 
remember to arrive 30 minutes 
before you game and that your 
shift is three hours.  Volunteers are 
also needed for shopping. 
 

Snack Shack Emails 
For shift questions:  Alice Ely 

ajely@juno.com 
For product suggestions: 

cindyalwan@gmail.com or 
Phyllisoyama@songtone.com 

     

You Need to Park  
 

   Please remember that University 
Village is a residential facility, and 
the Albany Little League is a guest. 
   Parking inside the Village is re- 
stricted to Monroe Street and 
spaces marked "guest."  Only 
managers and coaches allowed to 
park on Tenth and must be very 
careful because of the increased 
activity at Bobby Sujishi Field with 
our young players.   

        WE REMEMBER         
 

FRED OYLE  As you probably know, the Albany Little League ! like 

Little League organizations across the country ! is  all about volunteerism, 
good sportsmanship and building community. 
   And, as all of us who knew him can attest, Fred Oyle was a nearly 
perfect embodiment of all of the above. 
   Fred loved baseball and gave of himself tireless ly over the last several 
years as an Albany Little League manager (most rece ntly for last year#s 
Giants) as well as an enthusiastic dad and occasion al first base coach for 
his son Alex#s Northern California State Champion A lbany All Star 11s.   
   $Although we couldn#t list Fred 
officially as a coach on the All Star 
team, it didn#t really matter to him 
and it certainly didn#t matter to us 
either,% says ALL rising star Marcelo 
Mino, $we all recognized him as our 
third coach and the glue that kept 
the team together.  Steve was the 
preparation, I was the Xs and Os, 
and Fred allowed the kids to just be 
kids.%  
   $No matter how tense things got, 
Fred was always our &go to# guy to 
keep the boys loose with noogies, 
jokes, and that laugh of his,% 
remembers fellow all-star team 
father, majors coach and former 
Albany Little League treasurer Jim 
Rowland.    
   Fred was one of the sweetest, most upbeat people  you could ever hope 
to meet, with a handy joke and that contagious cack le that sounded like a 
cross between a manic Chewbacca and a hyperactive b illy goat. Friendly to 
a fault, with a ready smile to brighten the darkest  mood, Fred and his 
silver minivan could reliably be counted on to deli ver kids, gear and good 
cheer. 
   $The thing that really stands out about Fred for  me,% says Rex 
Higginbotham, this year#s Major League Rep and the league#s Director of 
Player Development, $was that he was just the nices t guy.  You know, 
people always say that, when someone dies - but in Fred#s case it was 
absolutely true.% 
   Fred#s unexpected passing on January 23rd of thi s year was not only a 
huge loss to his family and the league, but to his block (he was its eyes, 
ears and soul), the Pop Warner football community, the Travel Baseball 
community, the karate community, the Boy Scout comm unity, the House 
Painting community, the city of Albany, and barbequ ed ribs-fanciers 
everywhere.   
   And while Fred wasn#t the &most winningest# coac h, he may have had the 
best time coaching.  $He was always there to cheer you up.  He was the 
kinda guy you could always horse around and have fu n with, even in the 
dugout,% says All-Star Jack Johnson. 
   $Fred was always fun to coach against.  Until he  got serious*  And that 
smile really was infectious,% opposing coach David Dhaliwal remembers. 
   Fred loved kids and really seemed to enjoy helpi ng them along ! both in 
life and in baseball.  He didn#t seem nearly as con cerned with a winning 
season as he was in making sure everyone got to pla y each position, that 
they improved a bit, and that they had fun doing so . He taught his players 
that winning every game wasn't the lesson - but tha t being part of a team, 
trying to do your best, and being there for your te ammates---was. 
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   President of the Albany Little 
League Dave Preuss adds, •Fred 
epitomized what we•re looking for 
in a coach • he treated all his 
players equally and they all had a 
great time becoming better 
baseball players.• 
   Fred had a real gift for 
connecting with people and so it 
wasn•t too surprising that this 
unassuming, not famous, nor super 
glamorous man drew a crowd of 
between 500 and 600 people at his 
memorial service.  On Superbowl 
Sunday, no less.  And they all 
came with smiles, tears, fond 
memories and great food.  And lots 
of it! 
   •That was quite a Sunday with 
{Jessie Barber•s grandmother} 
Emmie•s memorial service right 
before Fred•s,• Higginbotham 
remembers.  •They were both such 
an integral part of the league. It 
was always nice during the season 
to see them both in the same day, 
and I•ll miss them this spring.• 
   Fred Oyle was a dedicated 
husband and father, a caring and 
committed coach and, as my 
grandmother would say, a real 
mensch. Fred•s friend and assistant 
coach Chadha adds, •Fred was an 
educator with a great knack for 
balancing education, sports and 
fun.  He had a real respect for all 
of his kids, regardless of their 
ability as players.• 
   He was great fun to be around, 
with an outstanding sense of 
humor, a story for every occasion, 
a warm, friendly nature and an 
incredibly positive attitude.   
   As Jack Johnson says, •He was 
one of a kind.•  
   Generous to a fault, Fred leaves 
an enormous hole in Albany's 
baseball (and many, many other) 
communities.  He really was one in 
a million.   
   We miss him dearly. 
 

             ---Josh Lebowitz 
 
   This year, Albany Little League will be selling 
(for a suggested donation of $5) an !FO" patch 
in Fred Oyle#s honor to be sown onto players# 
uniforms. There will also be an Albany Little 
League Cookbook for sale (details to follow). If 
you#d like to submit a family favorite recipe for 
the cookbook, please contact either Emily 
Devine or Julie Dempster.  Their emails are  
Emily_Jean_Devine@yahoo.com  and 
Jellyellen@comcast.net .  All proceeds from both 
the patch and the cookbook will go to 
scholarship funds for Alex and Ruby Oyle.  

EMMA LOU ORTH  This year will be the first since 1996, 

that Emma Lou Orth will not be seen cheering in the  stands. Emmy is the 
grandmother of Saul Sutcher (Little League years 19 96-2002), Leib 
Sutcher (1999-2007), and Jesse Barber (2004-
current). She rarely missed a game. Heck, she 
even liked to watch practices. Emmy Lou served 
as official team scorekeeper for more than one 
season. A conservative estimate is that Emmy 
watched 400 Albany Little League games 
spanning the last 13 years"and that•s not 
including playoffs, tournaments, and off-season 
play, of which there was plenty. She was never 
deterred, by the cold, the dust, or the sometimes 
lengthy games. Emmy appreciated good plays, no 
matter who won. She was a model Little League 
Fan. Emmy will be remembered for her friendly, 
twinkling blue eyes, her fluffy white hair, and her  
loud cheers. Andy Hanauer will remember her for saf eguarding his wallet 
during games. Right, Andy? Emmy passed away on Janu ary 26, 2009 after 
a brief bout with cancer.  ---Jacquey Barber 
 

TOM CONE   Tom was an extremely nice and generous guy.  I 

had his son Tommy in his first year of Little Leagu e.  Tom was always right 
there, and then was instrumental in forming the fir st Albany summer 

travel teams.  He especially helped with safety, the 
information to the coaches, the equipment, and the 
first-aid kits.  He did the same thing for the Litt le 
League.  Even when Tommy stopped playing, Tom 
continued in the position of Safety Director.   
   When we started a youth football league in 
Albany, Tom did it again, coordinating all the 
education and equipment and making sure we had 
the required doctor or first-aid person at each 
game.  He also organized CPR classes.  
   Personally, everyone who knew Tom knew him as 

a happy, kind man.  He already was in the early sta ges of leukemia when I 
first met him, but that didn•t seem to bother him.  Even when he knew he 
had cancer, he was a cheerful and warm man who truly loved his son.  Our 
kids were friends, and we would all do things toget her like playing football 
at Hearst 
   Tom was always a treat, and I considered him a very good friend.  He 
was somebody I could really talk to.  He was very c entered and gave me a 
lot of good advice.  The community is going to miss  this very good person.             
                                         ---Anthony Freeman 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 
inning. Albany also put seven runs on the 
scoreboard in the 2nd inning of the 
championship game against South Oakland. 
Both Gill and Santos drove in two runs with 
hits. 
   In sectional play, Xu and Santos both had 2-
run RBI against Benicia in the opener. Gill 
followed up on his three-hit game against 
Benicia with 3-run double against Vacaville 
Central. The hitting star of the Vacaville game 
was Paul Kennedy with two doubles and a 
home run in three at-bats. Kyle Harty Strang 
and Kennedy stroked RBI singles to rally 
Albany from a 1-0 deficit and beat 
Healdsburg, 2-1, in the semifinals. 
 

   For the third year in a row in the same age 
group, Albany and Alameda squared off in the 
final of the Little League Tournament. 
Alameda won as 10s, Albany was victorious as 11s, but Alameda's 12s won the rubber series, 6-5 in the final of the winner's 
bracket and 8-2 in the championship. Albany's 12s averaged almost 12 runs in their four other games, all wins. 
 

   In their first year of all-star play, the 9s-10s rattled off three straight wins -- two by one run and the third by two -- before their 
bats went silent. Still, a third-place finish behind Alameda and Lafayette was an excellent show-ing for their first season. 
   Showing the depth of the Albany Little League program, two all-star teams were entered in the 9s-10s and 10s-11s age group, 
and the second teams both won games. 
   In the Tournament of Champions, a district tournament in which league champions meet, the Mission Reds outscored their three 
Junior League opponents, 40-6. In an epic battle of District 4's two strongest Little League programs, Albany's Cubs edged the 
Alameda Nationals, 4-3, in the final. The AAA champion White Sox lost a close decision in the single-elimination tournament. 
   Albany's record for the summer: 28-10 in all-stars and 7-1 in TOC.  Awesome! 

JUNIORS 
District 4 Results 

WINNER'S BRACKET 
Albany 8 North Oakland 0 
Albany 9 Clayton Valley 3 
Albany 5 South Oakland 2 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
Albany 9 South Oakland 5 

(Albany wins District 4 championship.) 
 

Section 1 Results 
POOL PLAY 

Albany 11 Benicia 1 
Albany 11 Vacaville Central 1 

SEMIFINALS 
Albany 2 Healdsburg 1 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
Albany 0 Benicia 6 

 
Players 

Colin Armstrong Zachary Chiang 
Garrett Freeberg Nathan Gill GriffinGoetz 

Kyle Harty Strang Paul Kennedy 
Nick Lamb Marcellus Love Ryan Masterson 

Tom Miller Jesse Santos  
Marquess Valdez Patrick Xu 

Manager :Marco Santos 
Coaches:Ken Chiang 

                                                                                                                                                        Stephen DeGange 
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LITTLE LEAGUE (11s-12s)  
District 4 Results 

WINNER'S BRACKET 
Albany 12 East County 10 

Albany 16 Pinole-Hercules 8 
Albany 12 Concord American 4 

Albany 5 Alameda 6 
 

LOSER'S BRACKET 
Albany 7 Walnut Creek 0 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
Albany 2 Alameda 8 

 

Players 
Calvin Bernard Noah Bremer 

Shan Warren- Dhaliwal 
Joe Franco Carl Jacobs Gideon 

Lebowitz Cole Martiniak 
Eian Peters Kai Rasmussen 

Robin Rosenberg James Stoner 
Reed Thomas-McLean 
Sami Tuqan Robert Wu 
Manager: Matt Bremer 
Coaches: Brian Bernard 

Joe Franco Chris McLean 
 

10s-11s #1 
District 4 Results: 

WINNER'S BRACKET 
Albany 6 Clayton Valley #1 0 
Albany 11 South Oakland 4 

Albany 4 Alameda #2 5 
LOSER'S BRACKET 

Albany 6 Clayton Valley #1 1 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Albany 15 Alameda #2 0 
Albany 5 Alameda #2 0 

(Albany wins championship.) 
 

Section 1 Results: 
WINNER'S BRACKET 
Albany 3 Mark West 2 

Albany 12 Vacaville Central 4 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Albany 13 Benicia 10 
(Albany wins championship.) 

 

Division II Results: 
WINNER'S BRACKET 
Albany 13 Danville 9 
Albany 11 Saratoga 5 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
Albany 2 Saratoga 1 
(Albany wins state 

championship) 
 

Players: 
Jesse Barber Collin Calloway 
DanielDempster JackJohnson 

Ben Kleven Nick Kubler 
KyeMoffatt Matthew Mino 
Alex Oyle Alex Rowland  
Arlo Rudy Emmett Smay 
Manager: Marcelo Mino 

Coaches: Alex Oyle Steve Sutcher 
 

10s-11s #2 
District 4 Results: 

WINNER'S BRACKET 
Albany 0 Lafayette 13 
LOSER'S BRACKET 

Albany 11 Clayton Valley #2 3 
Albany 0 Clayton Valley #1 4 

 
Players: 

Henry Bazakas Jacob Beckman 
Michael Castillo Christian Fargei 

Josh Goldman-Waters 
Daniel Hibbard-Lubow Ray Karam 

Miles MacClure Zach Obstfeld 
Rowan O'Connell-Gates 

Liam Pauley Reilly Seban 
Nick Sternad Dylan Stevens 
Alternate: Sam Kreisberg 
Manager:Andy Hanauer 

Coaches:Paul Couenhoven 
Chris McLean 

 
9s-10s #1 

District 4 Results: 
WINNER'S BRACKET 
Albany 9 Alameda #2 8 
Albany 10 Continental 9 

Albany 9 Lafayette 7 
Albany 0 Alameda #1 10 

LOSER'S BRACKET 
Albany 0 Lafayette 9 

 
Players: 

Grady Camps Nathan Greco 
Max Katz-Balmes Liam Knowles 

Dixon Layton Marrion Love 
Ihson Nassari Leo Pollack 

Henry Rosenfeld Avery Tonkyn     
Austin Warren Sevrin Weiss 

Jordan Williams 
Manager:David Dhaliwal 

Coaches:Duane Focht 
Romell Williams 

 
9s-10s #2 

District 4 Results: 
WINNER'S BRACKET 

Albany 17 Pinole-Hercules 7 
Albany 1 Concord American 11 

LOSER'S BRACKET 
Albany 2 North Oakland 3 

 (7 innings) 
 

Roster 
Willy Bass Oscar Brown 

Elijzah Casanares Josh Friedkin 
Jeremiah Holmes Cameron James 

Orion Lewallen Theo Lewis-Miller 
Billy Treseler Andrew Whittemore 

Manager:Jami James 
Coaches: 

Carl Bass Bill Treseler 
 

TOURNAMENT OF 
CHAMPIONS 

Juniors 
Albany Mission Reds 19 

Martinez Red Sox 5 
Albany Mission Reds 1  

North Oakland Athletics 1 
Albany Mission Reds 10 Concord 

American 0 
(Albany wins championship.) 

 
Majors 

Albany Cubs 8  
E. County Red Sox 1 

Albany Cubs 5 Clayton Valley 4 
Albany Cubs 8 Walnut Creek 4 

Albany Cubs 4 Alameda Nationals 3 
(Albany wins championship.) 

 
AAA 

Albany White Sox 4  
Clayton Valley White Sox 7 

 

 

Albany's  10-11's  

Northern California Champions 
 

   We knew we had a good team; we had won District in 2007, but we 
were overwhelmed in sectionals.  In 2008, we knew w e had a good team, 
plus we had a good advantage---the Sectionals were on our home field.  
That allowed us a first round bye, and we got to se e all the other team 
before we had our first game.  
 

   The addition of Steve Sutcher to our coaching st aff was big for us.  The 
detailed drills Steve designed for the team really gave us all a confidence 
that we could perform at our highest levels.  We tu rned several double 
plays in the tournaments, and in Little League, wit h the bases so close, 
they are very difficult.  And, they can make a big difference in the 
outcome of the games, especially the close ones.  

 

  Many of our kids had played together since they w ere eight years old, 
and brought another advantage---most of them identi fied with a certain 
position.  That allowed us to work them out with dr ills that were especially 
designed for each of them.  Our right fielder was r eally a right fielder, and 
we had drills just for him and others for our guy i n center, and so on.  Our 
defense was very important.  Our concept was, the p itchers throw strikes 
and let the opponents put the ball in play, and our  fielders would take 
care of the rest.   
 

   I concentrated on running and conditioning, whic h are really important.  
But if you do too much of that, the kids can lose f ocus.  Steve•s drills kept 
us loose.  They weren•t boring or tedious. The work  was fun, and that•s 
the way it should be.  
 

   I think the team really believed in themselves, that if they put in the 
effort, anything was possible.  That was important because the other 
teams were kind of scary.  They•d have a really tou gh pitcher or several 
hitters that we knew were hard to stop.   
 

   We had a tough loss to Alameda, to a really toug h pitcher.  They 
created a little doubt, but we came back against th em with a 15-0 win.  5I 
think that•s when we started to believe that we mig ht go all the way.  But, 
of course, the Sectionals, the next level, were tou gh, too, especially the 
last game.  We weren•t sharp defensively that day, but we didn•t give up, 
and we came back offensively.  They had us 10-to-5 in the fifth and we 
put together that huge inning, eight runs, six of t hem coming with two 
outs.  That was the final score, 13-10.  
 

   After we won the Sectionals, Steve said to me, • You know, these kids 
might not ever experience something like this.  We might as well just go 
ahead and win it.•  From then on, I think we all kn ew we could play with 
anyone, and we knew we could win.  In that final ga me, they loaded the 
bases on Arlo Rudi in the fourth, but I think he ju st decided they weren•t 
going to hurt us.  He struck out the side. 
 

   I can see a little something different in the ki ds this year.  The unique 
experience they had shows.  They•re more poised.  T hey understand they 
have a gift and that with it comes responsibility.   
 

                                        ----Marcelo Mino, Manager  
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                 An Early Albany Little League Team 
 

Adult softball and American League Junior Baseball are 
early field users. 
           
On 8 May 1957, the Albany Little League plays its i nitial 
season at Victory Field with four teams:  the Giants, the 
Dodgers, the Braves, and the Cardinals.  The baseball 
diamond was located next to the gymnasium, where th e 
little playground stands today.   
 
In 1972, the City of Albany Parks and Recreation sp onsored 
a baseball league for girls ages 9-12. In April 197 5, as a 
result of pressure to allow girls to play youth bas eball, 
including a lawsuit against the City of Albany, the  Albany 
Little League registers one of the first girls in t he U.S. at a 
time when Little League Baseball International proh ibited 
the participation of girls. From that time on, girl s have 
participated in Albany Little League. 
 
In July of 1986, the lease held by the city of Alba ny for 
control and use of the community center and grounds  
(including Victory field) was terminated. The Recre ational 
Facility reverted back to the control of the Univer sity of 
California.  
 

FIELD IMPROVEMENTS  
FUNDED BY ALBANY LITTLE LEAGUE 

 

       The grass infield is opened at South Field, 2002 
 
Sometime in the 1970s, a second baseball diamond an d a 
practice field are built by the Albany Little Leagu e.  In 
2002, a grass infield is installed at South Field w ith funds 
and labor donated by the Albany  Little League. A year later,  
 
 

the former practice field is rededicated as Bobby S ujishi Field in 
honor of the former Albany Little League player who  met an 
untimely death. In 2005, in recognition of his over  20 years of 
devoted service to Albany Little League, South Fiel d is renamed 
David Krone field at a ceremony in his honor. Not l ong 
thereafter, David succumbs after a long illness. 
 

                                 David Preuss and Jon Ely 
 

In the Spring of 2008, under the leadership of ALL president 
David Preuss, renovations to the field and infrastr ucture of 
Krone and North field in the amount of $100K are co mpleted 
and funded by the Danner Fund of Albany Little Leag ue and 
volunteer labor. Bobby Sujishi field becomes the ho me field of 
the Single A Division of Albany Little League.  
John Ely took over Krone's field director duties.  Under his 
leadership, the league completed the grass infield on North Field 
and the grass for Sujishi 
 
On 28 March 2009, Victory Field is rededicated and recognized  
as the venue for 65 years of youth baseball. In con tinuous 
usage as a baseball field since 1944, it is second to only Evans 
Diamond on the Berkeley campus as the oldest baseba ll field at 
the University of California! 
 
Source:  Warren & Catherine Lee, •A Selective History of the 
Codornices University Village, the City of Albany & Environs, 
2000.  Photos: Courtesy of the Albany Library Historical 
Collection, Alameda Public Library, Albany and from 
www.albanylittleleague.org 

 

A Little Baseball Quiz 
      

1) Name the teams of these World Series MVP's 
when they won the awards:  a) Scott Brosius  
b) Jermaine Dye c) Reggie Jackson.  
2) Which of these Hall of Fame announcers were 
major league baseball players? a) Joe Garagiola  
b) Lon Simmons c) Bob Uecker.             
3)  In the 2008 season, who led the major leagues in 
a) Saves b) Batting Average c) RBI?                                                         
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The Question This Time!  
 

For our 2008 Division-Winning Managers 
 

"What's your description of the 
ideal Little League parent?" 

 

Marc Jacobs 
Juniors / Beavers 
Mine is (1) the devoted team 
reporter who magnifies the 
accomplishments of the team and 
makes me look good; (2) the chef 
who prepares chocolate chip 
cookies for the every practice and 
game; and (3) the mom or dad 
who never asks me, "Why do I 
have to work the Snack Shack?". 

 
Elliot Peters 
Majors / Cubs 
Most of my parents have been 
ideal, and they 1) let me know 
when his son will miss a game 
or practice, 2) get the player to 
practice and games on time, and 
3). don't call me late at night to 
complain about the boy not 
pitching enough.  At season's  
end, they say thanks for teaching 
my kid this wonderful game.   

 
David Dhaliwal 
AAA / White Sox 
Supportive, communicative, and 
forgiving. I appreciate the par-
ent who can engage the player 
after all the highs and lows of a 
game and explain the meaning of 
the outcome and how to gain 
from the experience. And, I 
respect those who know that the 
coaches are juggling both the 
team and their own lives  

 
 

 

P.J. Caceres 
AA / Phillies 
My MVP's (Most Valuable 
Parents) are the ones who 
volunteer on the first day to be 
team parent, our great parent-
coaches, and the  parents who 
volunteer for Snack Shack, arrange 
snack after practice, and set up our 
end-of-the-year party,  

David Ross Berson 
Editor-In-Chief 

ed.littleleaguer@sbcglobal.net 
 

Kim Finnegan 
Operations Manager  

 

Jacquey Barber 
Mark Camps 
Gary Class 

Stephen DeGange 
Rex Higginbotham 

Paul Kennedy 
Josh Lebowitz 

Mike Lee 
Jack Miller 
Bob Rose 

Writers 
 

Debra Dove Masterson 
Circulation Director 
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Albany Little League  
Major Volunteers 

 
 

Village Snack Shack Coordinator 
Alice Ely 

Product Coordinators 
Phyllis Oyama & Cindy Alwan 

Memorial Snack Shack Coordinator 
Julie Dempster 

Village Equipment Managers 
Wayne Johnson, P.J. Caceres,  

John Brusseau & Maury Obstfeld 
Team Parent Coordinator 

Mary Jacobs 
Regular Schedulers 

Steve Sutcher & Andrew Layton 
Practice  Schedulers: 

Frank Knowles & Marc Jacobs 
Photo Coordinator  

Beth Plevy 
Sponsor Coordinator 

Kim Caldwell 
Parade Coordinator 

Jennifer Lombardi 
T-shirt/Sweatshirt Sales 

Robin Miller 
Volunteer Coordinator: 

Mary Jane Pauley 
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Warming Up Is Very  Important!!
 

 

Q & A  
with 

Bruce Valentine  
PTA/ATC 

Sports Medicine Center 
 for Young Athletes  

 
 

    Children's Hospital & Research Center, Oakland 
 
Q:  What!s the biggest mistake coaches 
make in warm-ups with their players ?  

 

A: A warm-up is critical for Little Leaguers. Most 
often, the players grab their glove and a ball out 
of a bucket and begin throwing as a warm-up. 
The problem with this is the muscles are still not 
prepared for throwing activity. In other words, 
it"s not appropriate to throw to warm-up; it"s 
better to warm-up to throw.  On its own, 
throwing doesn"t necessarily increase blood flow 
to all the parts of the body that need blood 
during throwing.  Once a proper warm-up is 
completed, an athlete can begin a throwing 
warm-up. A proper warm-up generally consists of 
dynamic activity.   
 

Q:   What are the elements of the dynamic 
warm-up? 
A:  A dynamic warm-up is a series of activities 
that puts the whole body through its paces. The 
activities of the dynamic warm-up mimic the 
motions that are anticipated to be used in the 
sport. 

 
More often what occurs is static stretching, such 
as sitting on the ground and stretching your 
hamstring, which does not prepare the body for  
 

 
athletic activity as well as the dynamic warm-
up. Static stretching is a good way to recover 
from athletic activity and should be performed 
post-activity. 
 

Examples of dynamic activity include butt 
kicks, high knee running, side shuffles, zig-
zag runs, windmills, jumping jacks, push-ups, 
and crunches.  These are activities that can 
be done on the field, don"t require any special 
equipment, and they can be modified to fit 
any sport.  
 

Q:  What!s the actual effect of the 
dynamic warm-up on the young athlete? 
A:  Dynamic warm-up is important to increase 
heart rate and core body temperature, which 
in turn increases blood flow to the muscles to 
be used in the sport.  Muscles become more 

flexible as the temperature of the muscle is 
increased. This is an important piece of the 
injury prevention puzzle. 
 

Q: Which players are at greatest risk for 
soreness and arm injuries? 
 

A:  Pitchers are at the greatest risk due to the 
volume and velocities of throwing required of 
the position. Catchers are also at increased 
risk for the same reason, and they have the 
added burden of making long throws to 
second base.  Due to the fact that overhead 
throwing is not a natural motion, all throwing 
athletes are at some added risk of shoulder 
and elbow injuries. Other factors that 
contribute to arm injury are improper 
technique and immature throwing motions in 
the younger athlete. 


