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ALBANY
LITTLE LEAGUE

JUNIOR division

Jack Miller
Commissioner

Beavers

Albany Peace Officers
Manager

Michele Bachmeier
Coaches

Carl Bass

Mark Camps

1 Hartford Johnson
2 Carl Jacobs

5 Alexander Malanche
6 Gaetano Forte
7 Jake Bass

8 Harry Pollack

10 Andrew Wirth

11 Cole Martiniak

15 Rylan McCommons
16 Aiden Gadberry

21 Peter Schneider
24 Macabe Camps

Mission Reds

Cerami Builders
Manager

Marc Jacobs
Coaches

Stephen DeGange
Chris McLean

Brad Kline

Reed Thomas-McLean
lan Finnegan
Ryo Huntamer
Clayton Langbein
Gabriel Scaglion
Anthony Luna

12 Mark Tingwald
21 David Jacobs

25 Max Brawer
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34 Parker Denison 5 Michael Stromberg
99 Eian Peters 6 Tony Wang

7 Chris Mullane
O_aks 8 James Stonery
Goodman Landscape Designg  Jack Swett
Manager 14 Brian Juarez
Matt Bremer 24 Robert Wu
Coaches 33 Kai Rasmussen
Brian Bernard 44 Noah Amme
Brian Burley
4 Krishen Chadha Rhgﬁfﬂ?gzisngxﬁ:mn
8 Gideon Lebowitz Commissioner
9 BobEly
10 Jack Robinson ;
11 Michael Rabin ms
14 Jethro Neiters Steve's Auto Care
21 Jack Burley Manager
24 Tyler Peterson Steve Sutcher
26 Calvin Bernard Coaches
27 Noah Bremer Andy Hanauer
28 Cole Zemel Chris McLean
43 Collin Calloway

Robin Rosenberg

Seals

Domino's Pizza
Manager

Rob Mullaney
Coaches

Joe Franco
Weiming Wu

1
2
3
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Joe Franco
Shan Dhaliwal
Elijah Cooper
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Reilly Seban
Reed Thomas-McLean
Dylan Stevens
Jethro Nieters
Robin Rosenberg
Jesse Barber
Kye Moffat
Charlie Arriero
12 Parker Denison
13 Tyler Prince

14 Sam Kreisberg

Braves

Albany Rotary
Manager

Wayne Johnson
Coaches

Duane Greco
Frank Weiss

Avery Tonkyn
Trevor Wescott
Chris Carpenter
Cole Florez
Kaylan Sykes
Jacob Beckman
Sevrin Weiss
Miles MacClure

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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Kaylan Sykes
Jacob Beckman
Sevrin Weiss
Miles MacClure
Nathan Greco
10 Oscar Brown
11 Jack Johnson
13 Ben Velasquez

Cardinals

H.K.I.T. Architecture
Manager

Rich Caldwell

Coaches

Marcelo Mino

Jami James

1 Logan Shurtz,

2 Elijzah Casanares
3 lhson Nassiri

4  Aren Yeghissian-
Kanneian

5 Matthew Mino

6 Julien Scribner

7 Camden Sikes

9 Andrew Whittemore
11 Cameron James
12 Alec Adams

13 Daniel Dempster
14 Tyler Caldwell

©O© 00 ~NO Ul

Dixon Layton
Jack Ely
Emmett Smay
Billy Tressler
Eli Berson

Jan Minarik
Dylan Stevens
David Woodfin
Grady Camps
11 Dan Hibbard-L
13 Caleb Carpenter
14 Nick Sternad

©CoOoO~NOUILA~, WNPEF

East Bay Paint Center
Manager

Paul Kleven

Coaches

Carl Bass

Jeff Shipley

1 Max Katz-Balmes

2 Theo Lewis

4 Ray Karam

5 Leo Pollack

6 Rowan O!Connell-Gates
7 Ben Kleven

8

9

Kye Moffat

Willy Bass
Arrow Glass 10 Maxim Guzman
Manager 11 Sam Lombardi
David Smay 12 Michael Castillo
Coaches 14 Alex Oyle
Bill Treseler
Glen Woodfin
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Nationals

Albany Lions
Manager

David Dhaliwal
Coaches

Jim Rowland

Gary (Rommel) Williams
1 Donny Petersen
4  Austin Warren

5 Alex Rowland

8 Teddy Swain

9 Orion Lewallen
10 Jordan Williams
11 James Bartlett
12 Gerold Sanchez
14 Liam Pauley

18 Nick Kubler

AAA DIVISION

Marcelo Mino
Commissioner

Diamondbacks

Anthony Freeman Insurance

Manager

Monte Stott
Coaches

Nathan Friedkin
Barton Blum
Jackson Blum
Nate Sanders
Nathan Frankel
Alex White
Josh Friedkin
Ngenzi Rudasingwa
Sam Agate
Cedric Epple
Carl Stott

11 Joe Hudson

12 Seth Mapp

14 Brandon Ross

Mets

Critical Engineering,
Manager
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6
7
8
9

Ben Church

Eli Townsend
Henry Brusseau
Noah Gabriel

10 Liam Rohlsson
11 Walter Brostrom
12 Jacob Kelly

Rays

Berkeley Dog & Cat Hospital

Manager

PJ Caceres
Coaches
Russell Bloom
Shiva Gaskins

OCoO~NOOUIEWNPE

Justice Paraiso-Caceres
Pete Chaichana

Angelo Paraiso-Arroyo
Mamu Doumbia
Thomas Roche

Michael Noland
Abraham Hill

Anthony Gaskins

Peter Forte

10 Joshua Ooghe
13 Gianni Bloom
14 Ethan Ostrow

Michael Shemchuk
Jin-Young Heo
Lev Corne
Clayton McDonald
Simon Zeiger
Chet Shemchuk
Jerome Wei

John Lombardi

10 Miguel de Laveaga
11 Nicholas Lin

12 Joshua Temple
13 James Colwell

14 Noah Bennett

OCO~NOUTWN

Royals

Albany Firefighters
Manager

Jerome Schreibstein
Coaches

John Martinez

Mark Stuhr

1 Julian Lillig-Gruesser
2 Shay Schreibstein

4 Cameron Daly

5 Gabriel Raulet

7 Nico Bilbao

8 Nathan Fillingim-Selk
9 Miles Martinez

10 Benji Rossi

11 Jaime Quintero

12 Charles Rauch

14 Zane Alumbaugh

Mary & Joe's 16 Jaxon Stuhr
Manager i
Michael McDonald TW_II’]S :
Coaches Gordo Taqueria
Peter deLaveaga Manager
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Dale Freeman,
Coaches

Mike Sim

Gavin McCabe

1 Emile Givental

2 Gabriel MacClure
3 Eli Dinneen

5 Jackson IJT" Freeman
6 Benjamin Miller

7 Michael McCabe
9 Lucas Greenbaum
10 Cody Sim

11 Spencer McCarthy
12 Ben Jackson

13 Coulson Fry

14 Robert Vasquez

White Sox

Albany Bowl
Manager

Peter Rudy

Coaches

Kellin Cooper

Eric Seder

Owen Cooper
Jacob Amme

Finn Rudy

Arif Zamil

Blake Johnson
Rowan Craig

Jake Schwartz
Miles Pitassi

Ethan Seder

10 Will Fainaru-Callahan
11 Leo Gould

13 Shail David Sierra-
Koncar
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Fred Sims

AA DIVISION

1 Aidan Birmingham
2 aon Gone
3 Arjun Kinstlick
4 Angelo Feliciano
Aﬂgls 5 Riley Lee
Lanesplitter Pizza 6 Mitchell Buchan
Manager 7 Cameron Henritzy
Edward Noland 8 Zeque Goldsmith-Morgan
Coach 9 Oscar Ashley
Kai Mander 10 Paulo Amaro
1  Teddy McKenna 11 Derek Jones Jr.
2  Victor Rios 12 Jared Ferguson
3  David Noland Phillies
4  Zachary Loran PEE—
5  Jake Libenson Five Little Monkeys Pirates
6 Evan Mallah Manager L
7 Anna My|es Nathan Friedkin Dr. Kenneth Bl’ehnan, DMD,
8  Mateo Rodriguez Coach MS
9  Rawley Martin David Jung Manager
10 David Barer 1 Aaron Friedkin Mike Sim
11 Brian Hingerty 2 Borna Karimi Coaches
12 Ezra Mander 3  Luke Mager \E)Oal‘\]/ré %rlljfsf;eau
OI’I_OlES g Q-/I:t:g ?_Ie(I)yBea:les 1 Matthew Brusseau
Gilman Collison Repair 6 Emanuel Gordis 2 Taylor Cole Lull
Manager 7 Claire Fargeix 3 Matthev_v Sim
Michael Feiner 8 Ryuki Koyama 4  Noah King
Coaches 9 William Moscato 5 Zachary Pa_ckard
Brendan Peterson 10 Kenneth Aldridge 6 Clayton Cgrlveau
Rob Regan 11 Nicholas Alexander 8 Alex Orebic
1 Gabriel Feiner 12 Brennan Jung 9 Baijean Shine
2 Erik Regan 10 Thelonious Seeds
3 Nate Peterson 11 Spencer Guffy
4  Atticus Pallock 12 Aaron Morrill
5 Robert Ezra Stern 14 Ryan Neumann
6 Noah Ball-Burack Red Sox
7 Kieran Halloran Tannahill Realty
8 Elias Duchowny Manager
9 Jonathan DeWitt Marco Santos
10 Erik Hsu-Storaker Coach
11 Nicholas Olmos Kevin Tannahill

12 Crew Bittner .

1 Noah Winkelman
Padres 2 Adam Zheleznyak
Mr. Rooter Luke Tannahill
Coaches Trenton Black

Scott Ferguson Tristan Holsen
Michael Kinstlick Mark Riggio-Kerley
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9 Toby Echeverria

10 Esai Santos

11 Charley Ross

12 Adriano Di Costanzo
13 Stephen O'Brien

14 Trevor Prince

Yankees

Solano Cleaning Center
Manager

Todd Bazakas

Coach

Michael Roberts

1 Eli Kane

2 Cleighton Roberts

3 Daniel Padmore

4 Rakesh Dasilva

5 Daniel Martinez-Krams
6 Oliver Cooper

7 Jesse Valva

8 Caleb Torrez

9 YeunHo Choi

10 Elliot Skinner
11 Theo Bazakas
13 Herschel Portnoy

SINGLE-A DIVISION
Frank Knowles

Michele Bachmeier
Commissioners

AsStros

Berkeley Engineering and

Research Inc

INSIDE EXTRAI

Manager
Parker Newton
Coach

Chris Noble

1 Cian Chee

2 Ben Newton

3 Mario Robinson

4 Joseph Nadeau

5 Caleb Foster

6 Cole Greenberg

7 Tommy Noble

8 Cairo DaSilva

9 Zander Laurence
10 Ezri Mayeri

11 Nathan Skinner
12 Jet Bristol-Ramsay
13 Jason Roche

Blue Jays

The Mechanics Bank
Manager

Andrew Layton

Coaches

Kris Veldheer

Frank Knowles

Ari Libenson

Kai Yovanovich

Jacob Bradley

Drew Layton

Kabir Bhansali

Griffin Veldheer-Carlson
Finn Casey

~No o WNE
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8 Thomas Bryan-Levy
9 William Donovan
10 Oscar Hill

12 Nathan Ferguson
13 Leo Lombardi

14 Aidan Knowles

Brewers

| Song Orthodontics
Manager

Amy Frey

Coach

Josh Rotenberg

1 Ben Rotenberg
2 Amina Tugan

3 Gus Crews

4 Theodore Frey
5 Aidan Hanes

6 Connor Henritzy
7 Angelo Gilbert, Jr.
8 Lucas Moir

9 Jaipal Brar

10 Andrew Frey

11 Frankie Johnson
12 George Simon
13 Lucas Picard

Mariners

Bavarian Professionals
Manager

Ben Sanders

Coach

Richard Motamedi

1 John Judge

3 Owen Hendrickson

4 Zander Motamedi

PAGE 6



5 Theo Mitchell

6 Rafael Burger

7 Theo Sanders

8 Nameer Hirschkind
9 Lewis McCarthy
10 John Miki

11 Adilu Eisen

12 Max Brewer

13 Jordan Kimball

14 James Hort

Rangers

John and Sue Griffin

Manager

Erik Davidson

Coaches

Ken Ancell

Sean McFarland

Shayne Shiralian

Amos Ancell

Micah Ancell

Dylan Jerrett

John Monk

Giacomo Di Domenico

Benjamin Davidson

Samuel Gray

Griffin Banks

10 Dashiell Mc Farland

11 Colin O'Brian

12 Cole Compton
Aidan Williams
Elijah Fulford

Tigers

Subway Restaurant
Manager

Rand Pallock
Coaches

Monte Stott

Bill Treseler

Eli Svoboaa

Mateo Okimoto
Owen Ray

Riley Kirkman-Davis
Kyle Piaz

Atticus McWhorter
Sonja Stott

Tyler Jackson

O©CO~NOULPA, WN PR
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10 Aiden Price

11 Dominic Treseler
12 Koufax Pallock
13 Patrick Leiser

T-Ball division

John Ely
Commissioner

Sidewinders

Dana Meyer Auto Care
Coaches

Spencer Ferguson
Duval Hicks

David Judge

Trevor Buchan

Alex Ferguson
Logan Fry

Walker Hicks
Tomas Duron

JD Romero

Chase Black

Liam Marder

Marlon Brewer
Gregory Zimmerman
Michael Johnson

Bulls

Shooting Stars
Coaches

Mark McLean
Scott Kane

1 Taavi Dinneen

2 Dylan Lyon

3 Benjamin Piluso Burns
4  Oliver Jepson

5 Marc Metz
6

7

8

9

PR O00~NO O

= O

Jesse Kane
Kaveh Motamedi
Will McLean
Lucas Cutter
10 Raoul Fabian
12 Shawn Williams
13 Yonas Diamond
14 Ariel Zeiler Abarbane

MARCH 28, 2009

Rivercats

Fulford Orthodontics
Coaches

Edward Kleinhans
Rob Regan

Todd Perlman

1 Kyle Bialk

2 Samuel Donovan
3 Michael Hort

4 Evan Kleinhans
5 Theodore Kremer
6 Richard Padmore
7 Ben Perlman

8 William Regan

9 Matthew Monk

10 Braden Watson
11 Emily Wilkins
12 Justin Wilkins

Lugnuts
Design-A-Sign
Coaches
Kevin Rockmael
Mike Mayeri
Gregor Rohlsson
Matty Mayeri
Jackson Rockmael
Nico La Franco
Matthew Hu
Michael Wright
10 Carter Rohlsson
11 Joshua Davis
13 Will Jennings
Cooper Richmond
Flynn Mager
Jonathan Sutton
Eli Svoboda

O~NPWE
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Albany Little League

Qx Cegeisspoialingt by regpaasabiosd los hereses Duirg thee
diffialt exromc tings sorers redeliriother bes s yer axls potel reAltery Bastel

sowsbwsinheres Bowit isar unto st

ar s vesp for g Sl seEs
Theek Y Sposrs
DIV. TEAM SPONSORS
NAME

T-Ball | Sidewindery DANA MEYER AUTO CARE , 660 San Pablo Ave., Albany (510) 527-1938

T-Ball | Rivercats | FULFORD ORTHODONTICS , 511 El Cerrito Plaza, El Cerrito (510) 527-7111
www.fulfordortho.com

T-Ball | Lugnuts DESIGN-A-SIGN, 983 San Pablo Ave., Albany (510) 528-0383
www.designasign.net

T-Ball | Bulls SHOOTING STARS, 970 Tennessee Street, San Francisco, (415) 695-1013
www.shootingstarsphoto.com

A Blue Jays | THE MECHANICS BANK , 801 San Pablo Ave., Albany (510) 558-2321
www.mechanicsbank.com

A Tigers SUBWAY RESTAURANT, 900 San Pablo Ave. Albany (510) 528-7827
www.subway.com

A Mariners BAVARIAN PROFESSIONALS, 1218 7 St., Berkeley (510) 524-6000
www.bavpros.com

A Brewers | SONG ORTHODONTICS , 1183 Solano Ave., Albany (510) 528-2220
www.isongorthodontics.com

A Rangers JOHN AND SUE GRIFFIN

A Astros BERKELEY ENGINEERING AND RESEARCH INC
2216 Fifth Street, Berkeley (510) 549-3300
www.bearinc.com

AA Yankees SOLANO CLEANING CENTER , 1219 Solano Ave., Albany (510) 524-0254

AA Red Sox TANNAHILL REALTY , 1658 Solano Ave., Albany (510) 813-3745

AA Pirates DR. KENNETH BREHNAN ,DMD, MS
591 San Pablo Ave., Albany (510) 525-1772
www.drbrehnan.com

AA Phillies FIVE LITTLE MONKEYS , 1224 Solano Ave., Albany (510) 528-4411
www.5littlemonkeys.com

AA Orioles GILMAN COLLISION REPAIR , 1348 7 St., Berkeley (510) 528-5940
www.gilmancollision.com

AA Angels LANESPLITTER PIZZA , 1051 San Pablo Ave., Albany (510) 527-8375
www.lanesplitterpizza.com

AA Padres MR. ROOTER, 1516 University Ave., Berkeley 94703 (510) 843-6378
www.mrrootereastbay.net

INSIDE EXTRAI MARCH 28, 2009 PAGE 8




DIV. TEAM I 1
e Tk YaurSposd ! Ay Liitle [Cegyp
AAA | White ALBANY BOWL, 540 San Pablo Ave., Albany (510) 526-8818
Sox
AAA | Twins GORDO TAQUERIA , 1423 Solano Ave., Albany (510) 528-8226
AAA | Reds MARY & JOES SPORTING GOODS,911 San Pablo Ave., Albany (510) 524-6542
AAA | Royals | ALBANY FIREFIGHTERS , 1051 Monroe Street, Albany (510) 528-5770
www.albanyca.org
AAA Diar?(ond ANTHONY FREEMAN INSURANCE |, 1035 San Pablo Ave.#3, Albany (510) 528-3
Backs
AAA Mets CRITICAL ENGINEERING , 3527 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette 94549 (510) 292-53]
www.criticaleng.com
AAA | Devil BERKELEY DOG & CAT HOSPITAL , 2126 Haste Street, Berkeley (510) 848-5041
Rays www.berkeleyandcat.com
Majors| Als STEVE!S AUTO CARE, 744 San Pablo Avenue, Albany, (510) 526-3906
www.Stevesautocare.net
Majors| Cubs | ARROW GLASSK40 San Pablo Ave., Albany (510) 525-2118
No official website
Majors | National | ALBANY LIONS
S www.albanyca.lionwap.org
Majors| Cardinal | H.K..T. ARCHITECTURE , 538 Ninth Street, Ste. 240 Oakland (510) 625-980
S www.hkit.com
Majors| Giants | EAST BAY PAINT CENTER , 990 San Pablo Ave., Albany, (510) 524-6582
www.eastbaypaintcenter.com
Majors| Braves | ALBANY ROTARY
www.albanycarotary.org
Juniors| Beaverd ALBANY PEACE OFFICERS, 1051 Monroe Street, Albany (510) 525-7300
www.albanyca.org
Juniors| Mission | CERAMI BUILDERS , 557 Santa Clara, Berkeley (510) 528-8950
Reds www.ceramibuilders.com
Juniors| Oaks GOODMAN LANDSCAPE DESIGN , 140 Montrose, Berkeley (510) 528-8950
www.goodmanlandscape.com
Juniors| Seals DOMINO!S PIZZA , 1421 Solano Ave., Albany (510) 526-9346

www.dominos.com

INSIDE EXTRAI MARCH 28, 2009 PAGE 9
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FRANKeS FLICKS

Frank Knowles was born in 1961 in The
Bronx, and his dad made sure that on the
way home from the hospital his mom
held up little Frankie when they passed
by Yankee Stadium. His family moved
around a lot but on the way Frank played
Little League ball, reaching his peak as a
strong-armed 10-year-old pitcher in

Reston, Virginia., who actually struck
out 16 in a six-inning game.

Frank was estranged from baseball \ capaiis most

a curse on his glove. And another guy says he can't figure

out what to get his fiancé for a wedding present. Finally, the

manager sends a coach out to see what's going on. He tells
the confab that candlesticks are always a good wedd ing
present.”

Field of Dreams
(1989)
STARRING
Kevin Costner, Amy Madigan,
James Earl Jones
THE STORY: An otherworldly
voice tells a farmer to build a
baseball field in his cornfield. And

when he does, the ghosts of
infamous team

until he was drafted by his engineering appear.

firm to play softball on the company
team, which he still does. Now a dad with thregsband one girl,
Frankes in his fourth year of ALL coaching and mging, and hees
co-commissioner of Class A division. With all tfsagoing on in the
Knowles home, it wasnet easy for him to find the dirto bring
together his favorite baseball flicks, but heressmme of them.

Baseball Bugs

(1946)

STARRING
Bugs Bunny (Voice by Mel Blanc)
Directed by Fritz Freeland

THE STORY: As his much-loved team, the Tea Totaller s, are
brutalized by the opposition, up from a hole in the outfield
pops our hero. He trash-talks the very
nasty antagonists and then proceeds to
pulverize them as only Bugs Bunny can.
It all can be viewed on the internet at
http://www.metacafe.com/watch/21070

4/bugs bunny baseball bugs/

FRANKIS TAKE: "This is Bugs versus a

bunch of brutes called the Gashouse

Gorillas. It!s really a lot of fun as Bugs

plays all the positions and, as usual, he
outsmarts everyone. It!s kind of goofy and has a | ot of
schtick, you know, line drives that really scream."”

Bull Durham
(1988)

STARRING
Kevin Costner,
Susan Sarandon & Tim Robbins

THE STORY: A baseball love triangle:
Kevin's a hard-bitten old pro who's seen
it all. Susan's a conquistadora groupie
with an interest in both Kevin and Tim,
the rookie phenom who Kevin's hired to
mentor to the majors.

FRANKIS TAKE: I've always wondered

what gets talked about in those

conferences on the mound. When

pitcher Tim Robbins can't find the plate,

catcher Costner tells him to ignore his

dad, who's sitting in the stands behind home with a
camera. Another player joins in, saying his girlfr

INSIDE EXTRA!

video
iend has put

FRANKIS TAKE: "I love it when the
old baseball playing ghosts walk
out into the cornfield for the first
time to play. They come out in
the  centerfield and theylre
standing around and they look at
each other and say, #Is this
heaven?! It!s just magical."

A League of Their Own

STARRING

Tom Hanks, Geena Davis, Madonna
(1992)
THE STORY: Sibling rivalry is one of the main them
fictionalized comedy of the All-American Girls Prof
League of the 1940!s. The
team called the Peaches is
managed by a downtrodden
former major league star (Tom
Hanks).

FRANKIS TAKE: "To see women

playing professional baseball in

the 1940!'s is really a

revelation. The famous line in

this movie is, #There!s no crying

in baseball,! but | also like

another line. Itls when Geena

Davis is very depressed and

talking about quitting the team.

One of her teammates has lost her fiancé in the war
shels worried about hers. She says of playing baseb
just got too hard.! And Tom Hanks, the manager, re
$Well, it!s supposed to be hard. If it wasn!t too
everybody would be doin! it.!%

es of this
essional

, and
all, #lt!s
plies,
hard,

And, there's more available, but you best checkntluat before
buying or renting. These are good, bad, ugly, etc!

Angels in the Outfield (1994 & 1951)
The Kid from Left Field, (1979 & 1953)
Cobb (1994)
Bingo Long's Traveling All-Stars & Motor Kings (18Y
Damn Yankees" (1958)
Pride of St. Louis, The (1952)
It Happens Every Spring (1949)
Tiger Town (1983)
Fear Strikes Out (1957)

MARCH 28, 2009
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The Natural

(1984)

STARRING
Robert Redford, Glenn Close
Kim Basinger, Robert Duvall

THE STORY: A talented player
disappears from baseball, then
returns quietly and mysteriously 16
years later. He gets caught in the
middle of corruption and settles it
with his magic bat.

FRANKIS TAKE: “Whatls really

interesting to me in this movie is

the attitude of Robert Redford!s

manager. He doesn!t care about

the World Series, he wants to win

the pennant. Back in the days

when the leagues rarely met, winning the pennant re ally
meant something. | really miss those days.#

Bad News Bears

(1976)

STARRING
Walter Mathau & Tatum O!Neil

THE STORY: A hapless Little
League team is coached by a
hapless manager, a former pro.

He succeeds in making the team

win by signing up the daughter of

his girlfriend who's a sharp-

tongued pitcher,

FRANKIS TAKE: "l saw this when

I was still playing and really

related to it. | had a big crush on

Tatum O!Neal. | loved the con-

trast between the bunch of ragtag

rejects and their  pompous

opponents, the Yankees. In the end the Bears lose,
have more fun. One bit of caution. While this one

a kids team, the language is pretty raw. When my w
first watched this one at home, we were a little sh

The Rookie

(2002)

STARRING
Dennis Quaid

but they

is all about

ife and |
ocked.$

THE STORY: Based on a true story,
a former minor leaguer whose
career was seemingly ended by a
shoulder injury. He tries a come-
back that leads to the major
leagues.

FRANKIS TAKE: "l like the scene

where Jim!s driving down a highway

and stops when he comes to one of

those electronic signs that

measures the speed you're

traveling. He pulls over, takes out

a ball, and throws it to see how fast

he can still pitch. At first the sign doesn!t regi ster and he
walks away. But he happens to turn around and the sign
says 90 miles per hour.$

INSIDE EXTRA!
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Eight Men Out

(1988)

STARRING
John Cusack, D.B. Sweeney, Charlie Sheen

THE STORY: The saga of
baseballls most infamous team,
the 1919 White Sox, known as
the Black Sox. They threw the
World Series out of hatred for

the team owner and cash
rewards provided by a Chicago
gangster.

FRANKIS TAKE: "This one shows

baseball as not only the national

pastime, but the national mania

as the 1920!s approached, by far

the most popular of all American sports. It really
attention and imagination of the whole country.$

61*

(2001)

STARRING
Thomas Jane & Barry Pepper

THE STORY: Based on the 1961
season, it tells how the Yankees!
Mickey Mantle and Roger Maris
chased baseball most mythical
record---Babe Ruth!s 60 home runs,

set in 1927. It was a record that

many people did not want to see

broken, especially in a 162 game

season. The Babe did it in 154.

FRANKIS TAKE: "What!ls so inter-

esting is how these two players were

total polar opposites. Mantle loved to

party; Maris would call his wife every

night. Yet, they got along fine and conducted them selves
admirably while the whole country watched them chas ing
Babe Ruth!s home run record.$

held the

Pride of the Yankees

(1942)

STARRING
Gary Cooper

THE STORY: The Hollywood biography
of the famed Yankee first baseman Lou
Gehrig. The son of German immi-
grants who wanted him to be a doctor,
he left Columbia University to join his
hometown team and went on to
greatness. Known as the Iron Man, he
played an incredible 2,130 consecutive
games before withdrawing with the
deadly disease that bears his name.

FRANKIS TAKE: "One thing that!s

really special about this movie is that

Babe Ruth is in it. He actually has a

part, playing himself. He!s not a great actor or a nything, but
this is one of the few times we can see him on some thing

other than an old newsreel. In my mind, Babe Ruth was the
greatest of them all. Not only was he a great hitt er, but in his
early days before he decided he would be an outfiel der so he

could play every day, he was a tremendous pitcher.$
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How Great Was He?

Kid Kaline, The Hall of Famer
By David Berson

Way, way back in the day, | was a young kid. | guess |
was nine years old when another kid playing for my beloved
Detroit Tigers caught my attention. 1954 was his f irst full
season, and he didn't exactly tear up the American League,

but | decided | liked Al Kaline.

That being the case, | did what | often did in those days, |
got a post card and scrawled in my best 3rd grade
penmanship, "Dear Mr. Kaline. Please send me an autograph
picture of you." And, as always, the player granted my
request, sending a nice post card back, a black and white
picture with an autograph.

'Fifty-four was Al Kaline's
first major league season.
He played 138 games and
was the Tigers regular right
fielder, hitting a respect-
table .276. But in his
second full year in the
league, Kaline absolutely
tore it up. Just a couple of
weeks after the 1955
season began, he had one
of the greatest games ever.
Against the Kansas City A's,
Kaline smacked three home
runs, two of them coming
in the same inning! The
next day my sportswriter
dad's paper screamed, "Kid
Kaline Has Arrived."

He didn't let up. Kaline hit .340 that season a nd, at 20,
became the youngest player ever to win a batting
championship. He scored 120 runs with 102 RBI.

Kaline's lifetime batting average was .297, but hitting for
average was just part of his offensive game. He al so hit for
power, smacking more than 20 home runs in nine of h is 21
seasons. Then there was his prowess as a base runn er. On
the bases Kaline was smart and fast and either the inventor

or popularizer of the down-and-up slide, in which h e slid down
into second and immediately popped to
his feet, ready to move ahead if the
outfielder wasn't ready to throw him

out at third.

To his batting and base running,
Kaline brought great defense, featuring
probably the best arm of his time.
Detroit was a perennial lackluster
team, but one of the great treats of
Tiger baseball was watching Kaline
play in New York. Yankee Stadium of
that time featured the famed "short
porch" right field wall, only 295 feet
down the line from the plate and just
about four feet high. On many an
afternoon and evening, we Detroiters
were treated to the televised Kaline
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taking home runs away from
the likes of Mickey Mantle and
Yogi Berra, then gunning
down any Yankee base runner
foolish enough to try to tag
up on him.

In that break-out year of
1955, the Yankee's colorful
manager Casey Stengel said,
"The kid murders you with his
speed and arm. ... He's made
some catches | still don't

believe. ... | sort of hate to think what'll happen when he
grows up."

Kaline was born in Baltimore in 1934, and althou gh the city
didn't have a major league team until 1954 (after a n 19th
century version became the St. Louis Browns in 1902 ), it was
a baseball-crazy town that had spawned none other than
Babe Ruth. Kaline's father would sometimes drive h im to
three different games in a single day. He hit .609 in
American Legion ball in 1951, a city record. In his four years
of high school at Baltimore Southern High, Kaline b atted .333,

.418, .469, and .488.

As soon as he graduated from high school, he became a

"bonus baby," the term for any player whose first m ajor
league contract was over $4,000. Any time a team g ave a
kid that money (or more), it had to keep him on the team for
two years. Kaline got $35,000 and never played a s ingle day
of college or minor league baseball.

Throughout his career Kaline was patient at the plate. "The
secret of being a good hitter is to wait for your p itch to hit,
and then hit it," he explained. And, it didn't tak e him long in
the majors to draw the notice of the greatest hitte r of them
all, Ted Williams. Said the celebrated Thumper, " There's a
hitter. In my book he's the greatest right-handed h itter in the
league." (Ted was a lefty.) And one of his manage rs, Chuck
Dressen, said "Jackie Robinson was the most excitin g runner |
ever had... and Hank Aaron was the best hitter. But for all-
around ability, | mean hitting, fielding, running a nd throwing,

I'll go with AL"

Kaline's hallmark was consistency.
He was very much the counterpart
of the great National League star of
the time, Roberto Clemente, whose
skill set was nearly the same. A
mild-mannered  gentleman much
loved in Detroit, he retired with
3,007 hits, 399 home runs, 1,622
runs and 1,583 RBI. He and Ty
Cobb hold nearly every Tiger career
batting record. Kaline was a Tiger
announcer for 23 years and an
instructor during spring training

Al Kaline was admitted to the
Baseball Hall Fame in 1980, his first
year of eligibility.
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