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LITTLE LEAGUE
STORIES

By Jack Miller

Several years ago, during my first season
managing, our team was in a tense first round
playoff game with our archrivals. As sometimes
happens in AAA, we broke the game open with a

sudden outburst of runs in the 4 ™ inning. As it became clear that the game
was becoming a blowout, the father of one of our players asked me if it was

OK for him to leave so he could attend his school p lay. | said !sure" and
sent him happily off. Next thing | know, we#d batted around to his spot in

the order, and my co-manager, an attorney, realized that under the Little
League playoff rules, with the young thespian gone our lineup was
technically illegal.

Being honest to a fault$and | mean to a fault $he informed the other
team. Then the opposing manager told the umpire$in correctly, it turned
out$that the game, which we were about to win by th e mercy rule, should
be forfeited. The ump gave us five minutes to get legal. | raced over to
Marin School, ducked my head into the wings and pleaded with the kid#s
dad, who pleaded with the kid#s teacher to no avail . All the while the kid,
who was in what looked like a giant bunny suit (alt hough | think he was
supposed to be a horse) looked on, perplexed.

| raced back to the Village to find that we#d been forfeited$kids crying,
parents fuming, etc. Long story short: the ALL Boar d of Directors
overturned the ruling, we finished and won the game the next day, my co-
manager went into intensive therapy, and | eventual ly wound up coaching

with the guy who tried to get us forfeited. (Call it Little League Stockholm
Syndrome.)

th

Another Little League story: it was my son#s 9 or 10 " birthday; it was

early March and it was raining and | mean cats and dogs, rafting-down-
Marin Ave. raining. (This was back when it used to rain in March.) Had
been pouring all morning and showed no sign of lett ing up. Nevertheless,
two kids, players in a neighboring youth baseball p rogram, called and said
they weren#t sure they#d be able to make the party. Their coach had not yet
cancelled baseball practice, and they feared the co nsequences if they
missed it.

My point? For one thing, | like being part of a league that accepts that
kids have lives outside of baseball. It doesn#t condone intimidating nin e-
year-olds to the point where they#re afraid to miss a practice even during a
downpour of biblical proportions. On the other hand , as a coach I#m
increasingly frustrated at the number of kids (incl uding mine) who are
missing games because of conflicts with drama, band , soccer, basketball,
and assorted other extracurricular activities. More than once this season a
Juniors team has been unable to field nine players out of a rost er of thirteen
on a spring Saturday.

| think most of you reading this will agree th at our kids have a lot more
options for organized play than we did, and maybe e ven than their older
siblings did. Are we overloading them (and ourselve s)? Is year-round
competition in basketball and soccer a bad thing? | s organized Little League
better than sandlot pickup games? (And what is a sa ndlot, anyway?) What
should the priorities be? That#s for each family to decide. | can only say$
and, full disclosure, I#m biased towards baseball$t hat baseball is a team
game; it takes nine  on a side to play, and when a game is declared a no
contest for want of players, it#s a drag for the ki ds who came to play and for
the coaches who volunteer their time. In the words of the Bronx
philosopher A. S. Konigsberg: !Eighty percent of su ccess is showing up."
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The Second Season
By Paul Kennedy

By Memorial Day, the Albany Little League seasos
three months old, but that was just the beginniingltat
shapes up to be a busy ball summer.

Thanks to work at the University Village fil

Albany Little League has two regulation diamondisagile for use in postseaso
play. It will host a record 16 District 4 games ldorth Field and Krone Field
this summer, as well as the Section 1 champiorishipe 10s-11s age group. |
addition, Albany Junior League will host the chaamghip games in the Distric
4 Tournament of Champions and Junior League AlisStamong 13 game
played at renovated Memorial Park.

First things first, though. Here's a lookwahat we have in store the rest
the season.

PLAYOFFS

Unlike many Little Leagues, whose championsde®rmined on the basis of leag
standings or split seasons, Albany Little Leagwhuéfles the deck, so to speak, and p
all teams on equal footing in the postseason. umiads, Majors and AAA, team
compete in a double-elimination tournament over twmeeks, finishing up the wee
school gets out.

The top team in the regular season is rewardtdtiie No. 1 seed, but all teams st3
the playoffs with 0-0 records. This format putssl@sessure on managers and coache
feel they have to win every game during the regsdason. They have the opportunity
emphasize player development -- the foundationlb&ay Little League's success.

In particular, teams can go deep into their rosters and give plapgrs a chance tg
pitch. Year in and year out, the playoff contendemd up being those teams that h
built a deep rotation during the regulation. Theetlpicount rules that are in effect for t
regular season remain in force for the playoffds limpossible for a team to capture
championship using only one or two hurlers.

One wrinkle to the playoff format: Instead ottbey the roster, teams bat nine playe
just like real baseball. All players are required get at least one at-bat and s
consecutive outs in the field, though.

Double-A teams don!t keep scores and standiogsg the regular season, but th
play a modified playoff schedule. Their playoff wlatups are determined by a rando
draw, and teams compete in a single-eliminationnaument.

Our Single-A and T-Ball kids don!t have plafgof

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS

The Juniors, Majors and AAA champions repnesélbany in District 4's
Tournament of Champions against other league clarapfrom teams in parts o
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.

Teams play as many as four or five gameserktiockout competition (one loss a
youlre out) before the winner is decided. The kidsticipating get to feel the speci
excitement of post-season championship play. Tin@evs take home a district bann
The Albany Junior League Beavers are two-time défenTOC champions.

Albany will be hosting 11 Tournament of Champiomstests at the University Villag
and Memorial Park, including the championship garmeslunior and Majors. Th

2008 J
Albany Postseaso

(Home dates)

Tournament of Champions
Juniors
June 20
June 24 (Albany opener)
June 26
June 28 (Championship)
Majors
June 21
June 23 (Albany opener)
June 25
June 28 (Championship)
AAA
June 20
June 23 (Albany opener)
June 25

District 4 All-Stars
Juniors
June 30
July 1 (Albany opener)

July 2
July 3
July 5
July 7
July 8

July 9 (Championship #1)

July 10 (Championship #2)

Little League (11s-12s)
712 (Albany opener)
10s-11s

July 1
July 2 (Albany #1 opener)
July 3
July 5
July 7
July 8
July 9
9s-10s
July 1 (Albany #1 opener)

Section 1 All-Stars
10s-11s
July 16

July 17 (two games)
July 18

July 19 (two games)
July 20

July 21 (Championship)

Juniors, Majors and AAA champions will play all thgames at home with the exception

of the AAA champs, who will play the final at Condts Continental Little League if they advance faat

These games -- and home-field advantage -nairgpossible without the support of you, membdrthe Albany Little
League community. Key volunteers for these gamehidie tournament director, scorekeeper, p.a. argssuand snack
shack person. The need for volunteers is greaterygar because of the number of games being pldysedsummer in

Albany. (Continued on Page 8)
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Q&A with Bill Soto-Castellano

16th & Bryant

When Bill Soto-Castellano was a West Berkeley ggmahere was a job he
really wanted. So he wrote a letter to the managenof the San Francisco
Seals baseball club, and to his surprise, he gdtar seven seasons we worked
at their beautiful stadium as ball boy and bat boyhe pay was three dollars a
game, "big money in those days," he recalls.

For seven seasons, 1951 to 1057, the job put hemgaide his heroes, the
players of the Pacific Coast League, a league titat provokes great nostalgia
in baseball circles. And, after a career in labor relations, the 72-year-old Pinole

resident has authored a book of his experiences called "16th & Bryant."

Q. "Old school" is a very popular phrase these daysd, it's often said that today's kids are ndgérto play by themselves. When it
comes to baseball, it's all organized and run lytad What was it like back in the 40s when youewven the sandlots of West Berkeley?
A. Baseball in the neighborhood was a big thinge mighborhood school yard was our playgroundpaiirpark. In the summers we'd
spend from 9 o'clock in the morning to at least % o'clock playing over-the-line, a game you copilay without a full team. Anything
to the right of center field was an out, anythingothe left fielder's head was a home run, andhémy past the shortstop was a hit.

We'd do that all day. It was exciting. Yowkbplay with four on six kids on a team. ??? The
Berkeley Recreation Department gave us brand néivadls. We had bats, and if you didn't have a
glove, you'd borrow one. Berkeley had playgroumrdators, usually Cal students, and we played all
day. We also played basketball and some touclb#tiot

There was no parental involvement. Our parevese too busy working. But we had adult

supervision, and that was the key.

Q. Were there organized leagues, too?

A. There were organized leagues in the afternoomglihe summer, but nothing in the evenings.
There were some YMCA programs. Camp was $25 ifgauld afford it. It was camp Gualala ???
near Healdsburg. | went one year and it was veeiting. | was the only guy from Columbus School
and our group of kid who went.

Q. Did the kids follow the Oaks and the Seals ba¢édams?

A. Religiously. They took it deadly serious, and wged to go to the game even though we had no

money. There were about eight different kinds aédball cards. A shoe store in San Francisco

distributed Seals cards and a couple of bakerikshai Oaks cards. Mother's Cookies did cardsustr gbout everybody in the league.
Signal Oil had cards for all eight PCL teams.

We used to take our bicycles to Emeryville tk©8&tadium. There was a hole in fence in righHtfabout five inches wide and we'd
look through. Or sometimes at 10 or 10:30 in treenimg when there wasn't anyone around, we'd ctindy the wall to sneak into the
ball park. The ball players were taking battingqgtice and we'd ask them to give us autographsoutitny difficulty. And the
usherettes didn't arrive until later. All we hadhaus were our baseball gloves and a brown baly mdybe Kool-Aid and a sandwich if
we were lucky. The Emeryville police, good peoitiat they are, would look at us and would turnyawa@hey wouldn't tolerate any
rowdyism, though.

Q. If today's kids, who go to A's and Giants gamvese somehow transported to Seals Stadium in, 1€80, what would strike them as
very different?
A. They'd walk into a ball park that had no rod@he seating capacity was 22,000, and it was goiggegreen on green. In 1947 they
wiped all the advertisements off the walls, and/thad a live band, too, an 8-piece band playing Jehillip Sousa marches. It was an
environment that was in total sunlight in the diayet And you'd see the ball players in real baggiforms. The players were mostly
white, until integration started in the late 40shis was fully appreciated by those of us who céim integrated neighborhoods.

And back then, everybody was dressed up. Haadijpbody in tennis shoes, except maybe kids. Bamare slacks, sportcoats.
Women wore dresses, skirts, even high heels.

Q. A friend told me about the Hollywood Stars team ¢heir shorts.
A. That was pretty nice. They had sanitary sockiegduver the shorts. But it was an experiment dlid't work out. When a player
slid into second base, everything came apart.
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Q. The PCL was nicknamed "The Third Major Leagué&¥as the
caliber of play that good?

A. It know it was because | lived it. | knew | wla®king at major
league baseball. | realized how true that was wherote my book.
The secret was that the players were getting paidh&se major league
salary of $500 a month. Lefty O'Doul, the managfethe Seals, was
making $45,000 a year, which was moeas thnybody in the
American or National League.

Several of the ball parks were equal to theomeaague parks, and
the working conditions were very good. We had ihgaseries. A
visiting team would spend a whole week in town whih the
American and National leagues it was three ganidsat meant a lot
more travel, longer distances, too.

The quality of the play was absolutely majoigiga. Some guys on
the Seals and the Oaks and other PCL teams weledltta American
and National League teams, and they had to také ia pay. Players

Seals Stadium, San Francisco thought to themselves, "The weather's good on #uii Coast, the
wages are good, and I'm not going to travel as m{dtis is the place.” It wasn't unusual for play® go from team to team in the PCL.
We were the major league on the West Coast, puteiample.

From 1946 to 1952 there were discussions betwleerPCL and the baseball commissioner about gaistatus as a major league.
They tried hard, but what killed that was telewusidt killed attendance nationwide. It came te BCL in 1949 and kept people home.
Sometimes on a weeknight game only a couple ofstrodi people came out. Not a pretty picture.

Q. Albany Little League has a team in our
Junior division called the Mission Reds.
Who were they?

A. They were a pro team in San Francisco.
They were originally called the Mission
Bears, but the University of California
objected and the name was changed. They
had quality ball players and also played at
Seals Stadium. In 1939 they were having
a very hard time financially and they
moved to Los Angeles and became the
Hollywood Stars.

Q. How about the Beavers? Oaks Stadium, Emeryville
A. They were the Portland Beavers, and they siidite
Q

What was the feeling when the nails went ih® doffin, when the New York Giants moved theinfraise to San Francisco?

A. Feelings were mixed. The real loyalists felinsopangs, but they accepted it reluctantly. | wased off by the whole thing. |
eventually got over that, but to see the Sealsaaip was like a spike through the heart. Patheffranchise went to Phoenix and part
to Minneapolis.

The truth of it was that the Giants weren't tidsem that actually started the move. The Red ol the franchise in 1956 with the
intention to move out of Boston. The Giants owhttace Stoneham, paid off the Red Sox and mowetehim here.

Q. What made you want to write the book?

A. 1 watched Ken Burn's baseball documentary on,RB8 | found it very moving. | saw a lot of stuffthat brought everything back
to me. Then a guy | went to school with, Dick Dotsh wrote an extraordinary book on the Pacific €da&ague. It traced the history of
the Seals and the Oaks back to 1860. That motivateto write something, not from a historical @tistical point of view, but from my
inside view. My collaborator Doug Williams helpadot. He had the rosters and schedules andrigakithose brought a lot of
memories back to me.

16th & Bryant by Bill Soto-Castellano is available on Amazon.corand by calling Bill at 510-724-6403

For more about the Pacific Coast League: Runs, Hits, and an Eraby Paul J ZinggAuthor), Mark D
Medeiros

The Grand Minor League: An Oral History of the Old FSCRITES )

Pacific Coast Leagueby PCL historian Dick Dobbins www.oaklandoaks.tripod.com

Lefty O'Doul by Richard Leutiznger www.coastleague.com
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The Coach Who Rattles
With Maple and Paddles

AAA Coach Jami James and his Diamondbacks
Took a Different Route to the Playoffs

By David Berson

As the playoffs open for the AAA division, a curiou s thing is happening---the team that's probably dra wing
the most attention is the one that's been holding d own the cellar position during the regular season.

"Knowing that every team makes the playoffs, I'v e emphasized developing over winning for my kids," says
Diamondbacks manager Jami James. And to aid develo pment of his players' fundamentals, James institute d
two radical training aids he was introduced to duri ng his career as a college and minor league player- --paddle
gloves and wooden bats.

The "paddles" are essentially ten-inch circular, soft leather gloves without a pocket and without a web.
Says James, "You hear coaches yell over and over ag ain, 'Use two hands! Use two hands!" Well, with the
paddles, that's the only way to catch. And using t he paddles makes players move to the ball quicker a nd
square up in front of the ball. Our kids have had to work that much harder to get to a ball and much harder
to stick with a play.”

Not every player on defense wears a paddle. Pit chers, catchers, and first basemen use traditional gloves.

It's clear and documented that balls hit with
aluminum bats travel farther, but James says they
teach poor batting mechanics. "In the wooden bat
most of the weight is in the head of the bat. It's
not hollow, and it's a heavier bat. As kids develo
their swings, they create a torque where the barrel
is on the ball. An aluminum bat is so evenly
weighted the bat doesn't come around in a follow-
through. The kids don't bring their wrists around.
Their swings become long [instead of more
compact].

"The wooden bat teaches you the power point on
the bat; it teaches your hand-eye coordination to
hit the ball on the barrel. When | was in college
using aluminum | got a lot of hits off of bad pitch
and bad swings. To get a great hit with a wooden
bat, you have to hit the ball right on that sweet
spot. That's good training."

Much of the AAA community is wondering if their
switch to metal bats and regular gloves for the
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playoffs could make them AAA#s snake in the
grass. Reds manager Mark Camps says, "l think
it#s an aggressive approach at the fundamentals.
On one hand he's taking a chance on being the odd
p man out. But from what I've seen, it's really paid
off. The kids are making the plays cleanly. We
would call more steals to second early in the
season, but we can see things evening out.
They've come a long way. | don't think it's going
to make that much difference in the playoffs, but |
think they'll be much more confident with the
gloves and the aluminum bats. And as you know,
it's about 90% confidence in this game.

In their final meeting of the regular season, th e
3-and-9 D-Backs lost to the 6-and-7 Reds by a
score of 12-11. The game ended with the D-Backs
leaving the tying run on third base. "We've lost
some games we might have won with regular
gloves and metal bats, but, I'll tell you, our kids
are the happiest losers you've ever seen," says D-

Backs coach Glenn Woodfin.

It took a while for the Diamondback to learn to
endure the pains of losing with tools that are more
about catching and hitting properly than making
the plays and hits to win games. Says one D-back
player, "When the manager told the team they
were going to use the
paddles, | was kind of
mad because | didn't
really like these at all

es Now | like them a lot. |
don't really want to use
my glove. The paddles

help me use two hands.
Sometimes with my glove
| don't use two hands and
the ball falls out.”

MAY 31, 2008 Page 6



Early in the season one player left the team and
several players and parents thought about doing
the same. A coach close to the team says, "I think
Jami made a mistake in not laying out the plan
right at the beginning of the season."

But James says that playing with challenging
tools has been a confidence builder. "Confidence i
a huge issue, and it's why that around age ten we
start losing kids. You see kids sulking, crying on
the bench after they make errors. If you play with
all the tools, the aluminum bat and the regular
glove, and you mess up, there are no excuses.
When my kids make the catches and get the hits,
they are so proud of themselves because they
know how much more difficult it was. And when
they don't get a good hit, what they're saying is,
‘Wait 'til | get that aluminum bat. When they don’
make the catch, they focus on the paddle as the
problem, and say 'Wait 'til | get the glove.” We
haven't had a game where kids are visible about a
loss.

But most of the kids say it wasn't easy at first
Says one D-back player, "When the manager told
the team they were going to use the paddles, |
was kind of mad because | didn't really like these
at all. Now | like them a lot. | don't really wan
use my glove. The paddles help me use two
hands. Sometimes with my glove | don't use two
hands and the ball falls out.”

Woodfin recalls, "When | first saw the paddles |
was saying, 'That looks stupid." But now my son
loves the paddles. He likes the paddles much
better than his regular glove."

Although several parents on other AAA teams
said they expect the kids to thrive with regulation
gloves, one coach is not convinced it's good for th
game. He says, "The bats are OK, but | have a
problem with using the paddles. Sure we have a
practice season set-up in ALL, but his kids miss
some really good things. Diving catches, running
catches, taking hard throws and making tags,
these things just don't happen with paddles.

tto
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James, whose college degree is in sports
psychology, tries to offset losses by building team
spirit. "l believe in development but | also believ

in team camaraderie. The coaches and the kids go
to dinner and a movie together. We give the
parents a night off. We also have a team camping
trip. All of our kids and our parents are close, a

the kids know it's not just about winning. They'll
remember their year forever because of the fun
and the friendships."

Single A Manager Nathan Friedkin's 10-year-old
son played for James' 2007 Championship
Predators team in Berkeley Summer Recreation
baseball league. "He puts a lot of himself into th
coaching," he says of James. "He's authentic,
enthusiastic and brings with him a tremendous
commitment to his players. Sometimes it looks like
other coaches are merely babysitting and herding
their kids, just going through the motions. But you
can never say that about Jami. He actively coaches
and teaches, with energy and passion, and lsve
seen how the kids really love to play for him."

But another coach warns, "My concern is that
(ALL) has cared more about developing baseball
players than they have about kids having a good
time out here. And that's not only about the
paddle gloves, but about a general attitude that |
feel has started to pervade things."

For Friedkin, "Ultimately, itess a personal tast
Maybe Jami's way isn't for everyone, but if you, as
a parent, want your child to be challenged to
develop baseball skills and have fun while doing
so, then | think Jami is a great coach who isnet
afraid to rattle the cage a bit."

PHOTOS BY GLENN WOODFIN & DAVID BERSON

Page 7

e

nd

e



THE SECOND SEASON (Continued)

ALL-STARS

When you think of "Little League all-stars,owy
probably think of Williamsport and the end-of-sunrme
games televised each summer. Williamsport is the
dream of Little Leaguers around the country, inzigd
our own Albany all-stars.

"All-Stars" is an opportunity for players, the
coaches and families to bond each summer. Theaall-s
season begins with the announcement of the sabsctio
on June 15 and practice for two or three weeksrbefo
play begins in early July.

All-Star competition begins with the Distriet
tournament involving teams in Alameda and Contra
Costa Counties. The tournament is double-elimimatio
meaning a team must lose twice to be knocked out.
Several Albany teams have come all the way back
through the loser's bracket after losing their apgn
game -- that is, they won six games in six straggys
-- to play in the district championship game. The
District 4 champions -- perennial powers are Alaaed
North Oakland, South Oakland and, of course, Albany
-- advance to the sectionals, where they play amoth
double-elimination tournament against teams from
communities west of Sacramento, as well as Marin,
San Francisco, Sonoma, Napa and Solano Counties.
The next step is the Northern California champigmsh

In the last four years, Albany teams have vioa
district titles and one sectional title. The Albany
Juniors' run to the state championship in 2006reldd
their season into late July.

Strict rules govern participation in all-staPdayers
are required to submit proof of residency and age.
Managers and coaches must have served in Albany
Little League during the regular season.

Albany selects two teams in the 9-10 and 10-11
categories and one team for both the Majors and
Juniors divisions. Teams carry 11-14 players.

The first nine players for the Juniors, Majairsd
the 10-11 #1 teams are chosen by their peers, deagu
players voting for their top nine players in bahgt
held at the end of the season. The first nineguajor
the 9-10 #1 team are chosen by a vote of AAA
managers and coaches. Other kids on these teams and
the 9-10 and 10-11 #2 teams are chosen by their
manager.

Some kids are disappointed not to be chosealfo
stars, but kids passed over one year will often be
chosen the next year. Indeed, the best playersapirM
were often not among the best at the minor league
levels. Kids change. They grow. They improve their
skills. At the end of the day, the players who seck
whether at the Little League level, high school or
college and the pros, are the ones who are conumitte

Albany Little League!s board of directors st$ethe
managers and coaches, taking into account, among
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PHOTO BY W. RANDY McCOMMONS
other things, their experience, success and aviiijab
Teams can be together almost every day for asdsng
seven or eight weeks.

It's a tremendous commitment for families, who
often must change summer plans because of all-stars
but it's often a memorable experience. The excittme
of surviving to play one more day is quite a thrill

Again, volunteers are needed to help out wlith
many all-star games Albany will be hosting. Team
parents are expected to share with the responigbili
of organizing home games.

TRAVEL TEAMS
A recent phenomenon has been the development of
travel teams. Teams are formed for players as yasng
eight, and they travel to tournaments across Nomthe
California.

Typically, there are two teams for each agaupr
Teams are formed by Albany Little League coaches.
Teams pay their own expenses -- tournament fees,
travel costs, uniforms, insurance -- and are exuketd
reimburse Albany Little League for the use of itdds
for practices. While often having some cooperatibn
Albany Little League -- many of the same coaches an
players are involved -- they are independent.

The commitment of the parents and the sizthef
pool of available players often determine the gbibf
the team to compete. During the summer, teamstmigh
practice one or two nights a week and enter a handf
of tournaments. Rosters are often larger because
players are often absent due to family commitments.

Traditionally, travel teams played just in the
summer, but they now often play almost all yeancbu
Teams will compete in USSSA tournaments into the
middle of the October. They will occasionally enter
tournaments during the Little League season.

The big weekend is Memorial Day. This yeaghei
Albany travel teams competed in tournaments in
Sunnyvale, Fremont and Citrus Heights.Parents
interested in having their children become involved
a travel program should seek out their team's dogch
staff for guidance.
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SUMMER SANDLOT BALL

Summer Sandlot Ball
is the Albany Little
League's throwback to
the days when baseball
was a "Meet at the
Playground and Choose
Up Sides" game.

Twice a week during
the summer players
come to play without
umpires, uniforms, or
managers. But there
iS an instructor and
Summer Ball, like Fall
Ball, is a very good way
to build baseball skills
for league play in April,
May, and June. There is
a minimal fee for the
program. You can get details from our website: www.albanylittleleague.org.

NEW ALBANY LITTLE LEAGUE FLAGSHIP EVENTS

The Albany Little League 9s Midsummer Invitati onal (July 26-28) and Albany Little League 11s
Midsummer Invitational (Aug. 4-6) will feature eight teams.The teams will be divided into groups o f
four. Teams will compete in league play before ente ring the knockout phase of the competition.

"We have been traveling for four years now and inevitably  the question pops up, 'Why can't we
do our own tournament?" every single time we hitt he road," says Marcelo Mino, who coaches the
Nationals in the Albany Little League Majors and ru ns the Albany Cougars team. "Now that we have
the renovations to accommodate the use of both fiel ds in a tournament-type environment, we
decided to go ahead with it and finally make it hap pen. We have a great program and our fields are
beautiful. We want more teams and leagues to know a bout us and our facilities, but more
importantly we want to create another opportunity f or kids who love baseball to come out and play
some ball."

For the Albany Thunder, the Albany Little Leag ue Midsummer 9s Invitational will be the highlight
of its baseball summer"l think hosting this tournam ent will be a real source of pride for the
Thunder," says Dale Freeman, the manager of the Twi ns in Albany Little League's AAA who has
been taking the lead on the organization of the mid summer invitationals. "The kids will enjoy
having players from as far away as Santa Rosa, Lake County and Newark and returning the favor by
having guests from San Ramon and Danville [hosts of two tournaments in which the Thunder will
participate]. | also think that this, on the heels of the 11s sectionals and in front of the 11s
invitational can be a real flagship event for ALL. It will raise significant money, enhance our profile
with other leagues and other districts and be a wonderful way for the league to say g  oodbye to the
2008 season."

--- Paul Kennedy
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OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

Tannahill Realty (Beavers) Providing a superior level of infoofesdigmal real estate services, 1658 Sotgn
525-3636 ! H.K..T. Architecture & Planning (Nationals) Since 1964 specializing in Flssigng, Interid
Design, Specifications, CADD, Construction Aatiomisand other technical areas. www.hkit.c@ardmi

0, Alb

-

Builders (Mission Reds) Berkeley-based full construgtany ceimce 1987 for remodels additions, and ne

construction (521-7251)Albany Peace OfficergAthletics) 33-members strong supporting ounitpimaugl
youth sports programs 525-7304r.! Rooter (Orioles & Sidewinders) Full service plumhingiractbaning wh
you need a qualified plumber. 1516 University Avenue, Berkeley, 8XIBa&878ibns (Cardinals) 65 years
community service, 2019 Mira Vista Drive, E, @&8%530 ! Arrow Glass(Cubs) Residential replacement
windows, table tops, screens, and more. 640 San Pablo, 52b62ii@n Landscape (SealBerkeley-base
blending superior craftsmanship with uniquec a@tssibilities for exceptional gardens 51
www.goodmanlandscape.comlary and Joe's Sporting GoodéReds) An Albany High baseball cap? A sw
those laps you're really going to start swinwf@ingetierball? Tube sox? 911 San Pablo A4e6SBIDI%2.
Anthony Freeman InsurancgBraves) Insurance brokerage representingoyoe foetlical, and business. 10
Pablo #3, 528-2700 Bavarian ProfessionaléMets) A wide range of service and repair apébiMW model
www.bavpros.com 1218 7th Street, Berkeley 52443080y Firefighters(Royals) "Supporting the communit
supports us." 528-5770 Dave's Dougout (Rivercats) Sportscards and collectibles 86BloSa5242@12
www.davesdougout.comAlbany Bowl (White Sox) The home for family entertainmémtes3@afée, billiard h
great parking, private parties. 540 San P&8BIB52®erkeley Motor Works (Oaks) www.berkeleymotor.g
"We're in tune with your BMW" Friendly, persone¢ s736 San PabldEast Bay Paint CentdiGiants) Servir
homeowners and contractors with a completBdimaroin Moore and Pratt & Lambert paints, Pabl& 624
6582! Kenneth Brehnan(Angels) Family orthodontics with state-oftdehaiues and warm service, 59
Pablo, Albany 525-1772Albany Rotary (Phillies) Community service projects and cbldayshsp progran
Membership by invitation. Lunch every Tuestlay 38t&no Grill & Bar, 1133 Soldree!Myles Transmission
(Red Sox) Expert repair for auto and manual, clutches, differentials, foreign and domestic. On Oaklan
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4434 ! The Mechanics BanKPadres) Independent community banking since 1905, latest technology without <

personal service 801 San Pablo, wbhamgechbank.cdm | Song Orthodontics (Blue Jays) High quality fa
orthodontic care with careful attention toualheédsww.isongorthodontics.cbi83 Solano Avenue, 528-22
Berkeley Dog & Cat Hospital(Brewers) Regular medical care, boarding #adliteferral specialized emer
veterinary care. 2126 Haste St., Berkeley4§58@) Bwww.berkeleydogandcat.cd@ortdo's Taqueria(Tigers
"Fast, delicious, quality ingredients, and thengdst your buck." 1423 Solano Call in 288226 ! Domino's
(Mariners) The Nationwide Pizza Delivery Specialists. 1421 Solano AveF@f&@®84ehbdontics (Rockies
Dedicated to professional yet personal care and ffiendly environment. 511 El Cerrito Rle&2r7 5111
www.fulfordortho.com Uohn & Sue Griffin(Rangers) !Design-a-Sign(Yankees) 983 San Pablo Ave. Alb
94706, (510) 528 0383Elephant PharmacySand Gnats & IndiaBsth prescription and herbal medications
remedy that's right for you. 607 Shattuck Reekeiey (510) 549-920@nesplitter Pizza (Diamondbacks) T
crust Neapolitan and thick crust Sicilian agislasagnas, bakes, and calzones. Delkerpaindrily. 1051 §
Pablo Ave. Albany 527-8375 & 2033 San Pahlbiivergily, Berkeley) 845-1652 isnwesplitterpizza.com !
Shooting Stars(Bulls) Full line of photos and specialty itgqmsr ftavorite player and your favorite teg
Tennessee, SF, 800-311-7784 www.shootingstaraphdtove Little Monkies (Pirates) Toys, games, pus:

books, everything for infants to kids 10+ wiemblitkeys.com 1230 Solano Avenue, Albany 528-4411
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The Question This Time!
Asked of the

"What's Your Best Advice
to Little Leaguers?"

Mark Ellis, 2B

"Always play hard and
don't forget to run fast to
the snack bar so you can
be first in line."

Dana Eveland, P

"Throw the ball
hard, hit the ball hard,
and have fun"

Kurt Suzuki, C

"Stay focused and follow
your dreams. All of the
hard work and prac-

tice will payoff in the long
run."

Ryan Sweeney, CF
"Work hard and don't
forget to have fun while
playing. After all it's just a
game."
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Coach Romell Williams

of the

AAA
White Sox

with

Michael Castillo
Dixon Layton

Jordan Williams
(left to right)

Coach Romell's motto is "Play hard, play fair,
and have fun." An Albany High grad who played in
ALL, he's a keen student of baseball fundamentals.

His focus here is on defenses

The Low Stance

"Standing straight up
(left) doesn't work well.
We need a good base
to be ready to play a
batted ball. Be-ing on
the balls of your feet
allows you to be able to
move laterally much
faster than if you're
standing flat-footed.
Bending the knees gets you lower to the ground, pre pares you
for the play. And, "the alligator,” having your mit t almost in the
ground and other hand on top, sets you up to catch the ground
ball."

Get in Front of
the Ball

"Too often, not
getting down and in
front of a ground ball
(left) means trouble.
If the ball gets past
you, in the infield, the
runner will be safe. In

the outfield, you're the last line of defense. If the ball gets
behind you, extra bases are likely. When you're dow n and in
front of the ball, you can block the ball with your  body even
if you can't get it into your glove."

THE LITTLE LEAGUER

PLAYING

THE FIELD

. No Backpedaling

"The backpedal (left) often ends in falling. It 's not an
athletic way to chase down a fly. And, it's a very slow way to
move backward. Turning your body gives you more sp  eed,
prepares you to make a better catch. Running in sid e-saddle
fashion keeps the ball in focus and in line and le ads to being
in a better position to make a good throw after mak ing the
catch.”

Come Up Throwing

"Always try to step into
your throw (right). That
leads to a better throw,
a much straighter and
much stronger throw.
Throwing with your feet

parallel (left) produces

a weak throw that's off
target.  Always throw
off your front foot."

Use Two Hands

"Using your bare hand
along with your glove
hand (right) gives you
a chance to grab balls
that hit the heel or the
top of your glove.
They will drop if you
catch with only one
hand."
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INSIDE EXTRAL
TEAM REPORTS

www.albanylittleleague.com
Albany, California

JUNIORS

MISSION REDS
Cerami Builders

The first-place Mission Reds are anchored by a s tellar
defense. Shortstop  Patrick Xu  makes hard plays look easy;
short is where opponents! grounders go to die. Peter

Schneider is lights-out at second, reading balls expertly,
checking runners, and making quick throws. David Jacobs
and Marcellus Love , alternating at third and catcher, are
strong in both positions, guarding the line, holdin g runners,
and ending steal attempts with power throws.

Robert Bermudez plays first with solid basics and agility,
timing leaps and making precision landings on the b ag for
outs. Jack Robinson and Jamie Mullan add strong play at
first, digging balls from the dirt and stretching f or catches,
sealing double plays. In the outfield, Marquess Valdez!s
speed and athletic leaps save runs; Eli Schwartz has
matched Marquess in dramatic rolling catches.

Garrett Freeberg , relying on speed and great tracking,
has been Mr. Reliable in center. Defensive highlig hts include
second-baseman Sam Cheyette s great grab and quick toss

to spark a double play against the Beavers, Patrick Is brilliant
backhand stab against the Seals, and the game-endin g 3-2-4
(Robert-Marcellus- Daniel Baldassare ) double play against

the NOLL Als. Our players judge balls well, hit th e cutoff,

back up plays, hold runners, and don!t quit: if a p layer drops
a ball, he grabs it and completes the play.
Welre lucky to have so much pitching talent. Lef ty Jack

threw a four-pitch inning against the Beavers; he a nd closer

THE LITTLE LEAGUER EXTRA

Marcellus each notched five strikeouts against the El Cerrito
Mets. Playing the NOLL Cubs, Nikko Edwards also fanned
five batters. Patrick, Garrett, and David have con tributed
strong innings on the mound, while Peter wins the e fficiency
and endurance prize for two five-inning outings.

Our offense has caught up to our defense; we are patient at
the plate, drawing walks, and hitting with power an d great
timing. David blasted a homer against the EI Cerri to Mets,
and Garrett is smashing triples to the fences. Mar cellus,
Peter, Marquess, Robert, and Patrick have stroked e xtra-base

hits, and Jamie, Eli, Sam, and Daniel have added singles and
RBIs. Rylan McCommons hits soaring flies to the outfield.
On the basepaths, the team is alert for opportuniti es: against
the Oaks, Peter and Patrick scored on a missed infi eld fly.
Playing the El Cerrito Red Sox in extra innings, Ga rrett scored
from second on Marcellus! perfect sacrifice bunt.

As coach Joel Freeberg says, "Welre peaking at just the
right time.

---Sandra Grayson

SEALS
Goodman Landscape Design

The very full schedule has made development of pitc hers an
imperative. Luke Rose has been perhaps the team!s best

pitcher from mid-season on; Tom Miller continues his
successful comeback from early-season arm woes and is
working on off-speed pitches to complement his heat er. The

team has also had strong performances from innings-eaters
Macabe Camps, Rick Gentry, Gabe Scaglione and J. "Just
Give Me The Damn Ball# Camilo Vilaseca . Clay Langbein
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and Harry Pollack behind the plate have accepted the

challenge represented by the bigger field, and we e xpect even
better things from them next year. Colin Armstrong has
continued to play an outstanding center field, whil e also
displaying great speed on the basepaths. Once he le arns to
maintain focus throughout an at-bat he will be a fi ne hitter.
Colinls also shown a willingness to both pitch and catch$
positions where his strong arm is an asset. Mark Tingwald
has continued to pound the ball, showing what quick wrists
and good mechanics can do. Irvin Quach has been the Seals!
Campy Campaneris, answering the call at several dif ferent
positions, and Adam Lieber  has been a rock at first base and

a force in the middle of the order. Finally, late season

addition Kyle Strang has solidified the defense at second
base, while regaling the youngsters with tales of | ife in The
Show (aka the Berkeley HS freshman team).

---Jack Miller

PHOTO BY DAVID FRANKEL

OAKS
Berkeley Motor Works

Heading into the Juniors' playoffs, optimism is h igh in the
Oaks' camp. With the best pitching, best hitting, and best
fielding in the league, who can stop the mighty Oak s? Only
themselves, it seems. If they put everything togeth er over

eight days, they have a good shot at claiming the
championship.

With the addition of Griffin Goetz , the pride of the St.

Mary's JV, the Oaks have a deep and versatile squad . None
better example is third base, where the Oaks go fou r-deep
with sure-handed  Nathan Gill, the rangy Glenn Baral and

the rapidly improving fielder Elijah Cooper , in addition to
Goetz, who started at third for the St. Mary's JV.

The middle infield work of Nick Lamb  and Armon Sanders
has been solid, while  Jack Burley  has emerged as one of the
best catchers in Juniors. In the outfield, Alex Malanche
patrols the short right field, gunning down unsuspe cting
batters trying to take first place with amazing fre quency.

You want pitching? The fireballing Baral, Gill, Cooper and
Lucas Yovanovich have all been effective starters, while
Paulie Kennedy has excelled in the role of the closer.

The bats have gotten hot in recent weeks. Gill, Baral,
Cooper, Burley and Kennedy (home run into the dark reaches
of center field at Willard School) are all long-bal | threats.
Ryo Huntamer has been pounding the ball to the fences.

Special mention on the hitting front goes to A ndy Choi and
Aaron Frankel . Choi has been pounding the ball since Day 1
of the season. Frankel has been the Oaks' most cons istent

threat, driving ball after ball to the outfield.
--- Paul Kennedy
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BEAVERS
Tannahill Realty

The two-time Juniors and District 4 champion Be avers have
their work cut out for them if they even have a cha nge of
going successfully defending their title. But alth ough they've
been a cellar dweller for most of the season, the B eavers are
rapidly improving and definitely have the heart and character
of a champion.

Every team needs leadership and experience and t he
Beavers trio of Jesse Santos, Zach Chiang and Ryan
Masterson  are the best. Jesse plays multiple positions and

oozes with confidence every time he steps on the fi eld.
Zach!s fierce determination has the league shaking their
heads every time he takes the mound. Our character just
went off the charts with the addition of Ryan from Albany!s JV
team. His pitching and offensive/defensive capabili ties have
primed the Beavers to make their run.

Pitching is paramount this time of the year and with their
steady improvement all season, the hard work of Alex
Johnson, Tommie Kurtz and Isaiah Smith has paid off.
They pitched a combined "no hitter# in the regular season
finale.

Michael Rabin , the youngest player in the league, has
proved he belongs with his timely hitting and stead y defense
at second base. Sharing duties with him is Kyle Tannahill
who battled injuries early, but is now pounding the ball and
begs to be the closer of the staff on defense. New comers
Ryan Diew, Matthew Bunker, Dario Ritchie and Albert
Xiao have all worked hard playing different positions a nd
having highlight hits during the year, especially A Ibert,
muscling up to hit them to the leftfield fence.

Isaiah and Kyle are our sparkplugs, creating ch aos batting
1-2 in the lineup, giving Jesse, Zach, Ryan and Tom mie
plenty of RBI opportunities.

Unfortunately, two promising seasons were cut sh ort by
injury. Jake Kermish-Wells , our Charley Hustle and
enthusiastic leader, decided to wrestle Jolly Green Giant%and
LOST breaking his ankle. We definitely miss him&& Sam
Supple also started the season off great, hitting, pitchi ng and
playing defense, but had to hang them up for the se ason due

to recurring arm problems.
Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh
BEAVERS &&&&
----Manager Marco Santos

MAJORS

ATHLETICS
Albany Peace Officers

The Athletics finished up their regular season w inning 7 of
their 8 last games. What a tremendous job our Als d id for the
second half of their season&& Their defense was fan tastic *
with a few double plays to their credit * as they h eld their
leads, defeated their opponents, and chalked-up som e wins
for their record& Every player on the team improved his skills,
and they are excited to play in their upcoming play off games.

One big contribution to the team is the ample pi tching
talent of several players including Robin Rosenberg ,
Charlie Arriero , Parker Denison , Reed Thomas-McLean ,
and Jethro Nieters . We have also seen big home run hits
from Robin, Parker, and Reed. And Reed plays shorts top with
plenty of confidence and strength as the opponent!s fast,

strong hits come toward him. Dylan Stevens has improved
wonderfully on his hitting strength, and he continu es to throw
big from the outfield or second base. Kye Moffat  also has a
super home-run hit for the season and is a powerful hitter
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overall. Jesse Barber continues to play second base with lots
of speed and accuracy. The Als can also add Collin Calloway
to the list of talented pitchers, and Collin contin ues to be one

of the fastest, strongest, outfield players in the Majors. Sam
Kreisberg , Tyler Prince , and Jethro have been dependable
first basemen for the Als awesome defense. The quic k-
thinking and talented catchers, Reilly Seban  and Robin, have
made excellent calls and fantastic tags at home pla te. What
excitement they create for the team&

The Als have been incredibly fun to watch this s eason. They
have so much talent and they work extremely well to gether.
We are looking forward to more Als excitement in th e playoff
games. Also deserving of a huge "Thanks&# is the wo nderful
Als coaching staff * Steve Sutcher, Andy Hanauer, a nd Chris
McLean * for guiding our Als through an awesome sea son&
Best of luck to the Als in the playoffs& Go Als&

---Wanda Nieters
BRAVES
G. Anthony Freeman Insurance
When last we spoke (via the remarkable conduit t hatis The

Little Leaguer ) the Braves had the second best record in the
Majors, Robert "Whoo whoo&# Wu ls arm was working just
fine, thank you, still throwing at roughly 497 mile s per hour,
Brian "Not The Answer# Juarez didnlt have the world!s
largest ratio of plaster cast to broken finger, "Su gar# Ray
"Mancini# Karam  hadn!t had that pesky season-ending
shoulder injury, and Braves moms weren!t joking abo ut
getting the team discount for physical therapy.

Some would call us the Bad Luck Braves. Others would call
us "mid-seasonally challenged,# others wouldn!t eve n call us,
preferring to email instead. But the truth was tha t we mid-
season Braves were prone to more than our share of injuries,
occasional hard luck innings that often decided clo se games,
and some unusually quiet bats.

But that was a number of games ago (that number being
two), when weld just finished a rather dismal mini- streak of
scoreless games. The last two games of the regular season,
however, were something else entirely, in that we s cored, a
fair bit, and made some great defensive plays to no tch two
nail-biters, each by a paper-thin one-run margin.

"How Sweet It Is&# Jackie Gleason used to say. Granted, he
wasn!t talking about us or the tail end of our regu lar season,
but man, he sure coulda been&

Yes, this cub reporter (and that!s one big cub, people&) is

happy to report that, thanks to the able pitching of Noah
"Sal# Amme , Bob "Carrot P-# Ely, Nick "What, Exactly Is A#
Sternad , Gideon "The Kideon# Lebowitz , Jack "JJ-- Dy-No-
Mite&# Johnson and Chris "The# Mullaney -nator, and the
hitting prowess of Chris, Bob, Gideon and a surging Kai "K2#
Kramer , and the fielding prowess of Gideon, Tony "If it ain!t
right itls# Wong (correct spelling: Wang), along with Kai,
Noah and Kolby "The# Butcher , the Braves are back, baby,
and don!t it feel good&?

Well, don!t it? Yes, actually, it do.

So, the regular season!s in the books and welre on to the
playoffs, where I'm happy to remind you that none o f us, not
even Vegas bookies, Dionne Warwick or the Cubs * kn ows
what!ll happen. Maybe, like last year * just maybe * an

unlikely team will rise from the ashes (or from 4 ™ place in the
standings, say) and surprise us all.
Hey, ya never know.

---Josh Lebowitz
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CARDINALS
Albany Lions
It!s been a great season for the Cardinals and t heir fans.

The team has been lucky to have five solid pitchers in Noah
Bremer , Miles McClure , Carl Jacobs , Sami Tugan , and
Nick Kubler . Add Liam Pauley in the mix as catcher, and
welve got a team that!s unstoppable on the mound. T heir
brilliance as pitchers spills over at bat and on th e field,
making them a versatile group and major contributor s to the
team from any position. As an example, McClure has been
strong at the plate, leads the team in triples, and is
indispensable on the mound as well. Bremer consiste ntly
demonstrates his ability to slug that baseball to t he extreme.
Tugan leads the team in homers. Jacobs, Kubler, and Pauley

are exceptional

PHOTO BY DAVID FRANKEL

fielders no matter where they are, infield or outfi eld.
Their fans have been thrilled to watch this team refine their
skills and work for their wins. An example of crowd churning

excitement was demonstrated at the May 15 h game against
the Braves. Coming up from behind in the top of th e 6™, Max
Brawer led the comeback by hitting a bouncing grounder

that put him on second base and eventually home. Josh
Goldman-Waters , pinch running for Kubler, did some slick
base running that brought him home. Pauley then got on
base. Jacobs singled with a nice hit to center fiel d. Jake Bass
doubled, bringing home Pauley and Jacobs. McClure t hen hit a
single and brought home Bass. Well-timed walks by Jake
Beckman and Brad Kline (with a gaudy on-base average of
.833) set them up for RBI!'s by Brawer, who hit a do uble in
this successful inning.

As a whole, these young men have teamwork skills and
showmanship. Against the Cubs on May 18th, the Card inals
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star quality performance shined on their fans. In o ne
particularly impressive moment, center fielder Klin e made the
third out of the inning with a pop up fly, making i t look easy.

In the next inning, swift and graceful fielding fro m short stop

Kubler with a throw to Kline at second base closed another
dramatic inning. Later in the game, Jacobs stepped up to the
plate and singled in a nail biter play, then stole second. With
Jacobs hanging at second base, Tugan hit one of his classic
homers, bringing Jacobs and him home to a standing ovation

from the stands. A moment to be remembered by all%
And now it's off to the playoffs&
--Sue Johnson
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CUBS
Arrow Glass

The pig reigns supreme. The mighty Cubs, riding the "luck
power# of a plastic pig, have had a great midseason run to
rise to the top of the standings. Manager Elliot Pe ters and
coaches David Smay and Jim Rowland, who find themse Ives
standing atop the heap with an 11-4 record, will te Il you
"teamwork# has been the catchword for the Cubs as t he
season has passed the midway point, with every memb er of
the team making key contributions. The players thou gh,
superstitious as pirates, will tell you that not ju st teamwork
but the magic to be found rubbing the nose of their lucky pig
have been the deciding factors in helping the poten t Cubs
close out the regular season on a win streak.

The Cubs have had a number of epic battles throu gh the
mid-part of the season, particularly against the Ca rdinals, the
Athletics, and most especially the Giants, with who m every
game seems to end with a final score of 2-1. Giant- killer Arlo

Rudy, who has made one jaw-dropping play after another at
shortstop, ended one such pitcher!s duel versus the Giants
with a key grab at short for the win. Emmett Smay , who has
been strong in the field all season, as catcher sur vived a
collision at the plate in a crucial play to preserv e the lead in
that same game against the Gigantes.

Eian Peters  has been a workhorse on the mound. He has

pitched the most innings on the team, proving himse If both
the ace and the horse on the team. Graeme Greenwood has
been one the most consistent run producers, as well as,

according to his coaches, one of the biggest surpri ses as a
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hitter. The coaches also commend his steady hand at first
base. Prateek Lama  had a great game-saving, running catch

to save a game; he also hit a double down the line in that
game. Christian Fargeix recorded four outs at second base
in one game; plus, he has had a couple of extra bas e hits

recently. Preston So  has had some big hits, and has been

hitting the ball hard all season. His coaches say h e has really
emerged as a hitter. Julien Scribner has made some key
plays at second and had a key knock over the center fielder!s

head in a recent game. And Aidan Gadberry has come off
the Injured Reserve list to provide a couple hits.

Cole Martiniak has proven himself a team leader for the
ursine nine with his vocal support of his teammates . He has
been hitting screaming line drives all season, and has
emerged as one of the key pitchers in the league, t he closer

in all the tight games for the Cubs. Alex Rowland is still

among the most versatile players in the league. He has,
according to one of his coaches, the "sweetest righ t-handed
swing in the Majors.# And Daniel Hibbard-Lubow has made
some excellent plays at shortstop and in the outfie Id.

The Cubbies and their coaches are looking forwar d to the
playoffs knowing they have earned (fingers crossed) a playoff

bye with their regular season performance and that they have

a plastic pig who will provide all the luck any tea m could need

in what should prove a challenging playoff season.
---Eamon Scribner

GIANTS
East Bay Paint Center
(No Report Received)

NATIONALS
H.K.I.T Architecture & Planning

The gnarly Gnats had their ups and downs through the
second half of a very evenly matched 2008 Majors! | eague. As
evidence of the league-wide parity in the second ha If of the
season, the Nats never lost by more than five runs. Over the
last eleven games played, the Nationals scored 86 r uns to
their opponents! 82, while managing to win four of the
eleven. That!s (tough) baseball.

The second half of the season started with a ban g for Tyler
Caldwell , who drove in five runs on a single and double
against the Braves in a game that also saw Michael
Stromberg  strike out the side in an ultimately tough one run
loss. Tight, one run contests continued with the Cu bs in a
game that saw lan Finnegan and Tyler Petersen smack
RBI doubles, while a pitching tandem of Eli Baum and Shan
Warren  combined for six strikeouts over the last three
innings.

After two more close losses to the Cards and Gi ants, the

Nats! offense exploded for 16 runs against the Als thanks to
(among many others) Matthew Mino Is two run double and
Kai Rasmussen s triple. The runs and fun continued against

the Braves in a 13-0 shutout that saw a merciless o nslaught
of hitting that at one point had, in succession: Ma tthew RBI
single, Shan RBI single,  James Stoner  RBI triple, (out to end
inning), Tyler Caldwell single, Teddy Swain  single, Eli Baum
single, lan RBI single, Matthew two run single, and Kai grand
slam. Not to mention (well, yes, to mention) Shan!s four
innings of two-hit pitching.

After (6) errors proved an ineffective defensive strategy
against the Cardinals, the Nats battled to a 7-5 wi n vs. the
Giants thanks to solid hitting up and down the line up.
Highlights included Matthew (triple, steal of home) , Kai (HR),
Michael and Shan (RBI singles), and critical last i nning at bats
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by Ben Chinen (BB, steal), lan (RBI single), and Eli Berson
(BB, steal) to +seal the deal! (or maybe, +steal th e deal!).

With all Albany teams going to the playoffs, the regular
season is partly a time to develop skills in game s ituations
and to +gell as a team. This is surely true for the Nats,
especially for the younger players whose developmen t on
defense (Eli Berson) and toughness at the plate (Ty ler P., lan,

Ben, and Tyler C.) is clear to coaches and fans alike. Ggo
Gnationals.
---Mark Rasmussen

PHOTO BY DAVID FRANKEL

TRIPLE-A

DIAMONDBACKS
Lanesplitter Pizza

The end is near& The D'backs, approaching the e nd of the
season and playoffs, are expecting big things. They 'l be
transferring from their paddles and from their wood en bats
(which they have all grown to love) to their regula r mitts and
to new aluminum bats. For those not playing catche r, first
base, or pitcher, it will be the first time using a regular mitt in
a game since beginning of the season. Surely there will be a
bit of adjustment, but the kids are well-trained to be in the
right place and the right position, and to handle t he ball with
soft hands.

The regular first basemen, Nathan Frankel < Cameron

James have been getting a bit more regular glove action.
Nathan Zickerman , Micah Flamm and Jayson Summers

have also had some time at first with the first bas eman's mitt.
The other fielders,  Caleb Carpenter at short and third, Chris
Carpenter at third or in the outfield, Julilan  Lillig-

Gruesser , Carl Stott at second, or Logan Shurtz and
David Woodfin at short, have had to use both hands, keep

in front of the ball, and have soft hands. Even wi th the
paddles, the players have been making successful th row
downs and keeping base stealers wary. Julian has ma de some
great stops and plays at second. Elizjah Casanares and
David have been blocking balls and making beautiful throws
as catchers, especially to second and third. Micah and Caleb
at third have been solid in catching those throw do wns.

At the bat, the D'backs have had some massive, s olid,
beautiful-sounding craaaacks with those wooden bats
Cameron and Caleb have just missed out-of-the-park home

runs, several players, including David, Chris, Carl , and both
Nathans have shown surprising power with the wooden sticks.
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Logan, Chris, Nathan Z. and Micah have been consist ently on

base, with Carl, Julian, Jayson, Elizjah and Nathan F all
getting their licks with the sticks. And sometimes, when the
crack of the bat sounds different, a cheer goes up from the
players and a groan from the coaches as another pla yer is
awarded his very own game-play broken bat.

D'back pitching has been getting stronger throug hout the
season. Micah, as a regular starter, has been consi stently
mowing down batters, Cameron, throwing hard, has be en

hard to hit, and David has done well as closer. Jay son, Julian,
and Logan have also been up on the mound regularly and

have come out with 12-pitch innings. Reserve pitch ers doing
their part have been Caleb, Elizjah, and Nathan Z.

The D'backs are pumped for the final showdown th e first
week of June and hoping their season of training pa ys off and
their focus continues to sharpen as they face the m any teams
they've lost to by only one or two runs * now witho ut any
equipment handicap. Let the playoffs begin&

---Glenn Woodfin

PHOTO BY GLENN WOODFIN

METS
Bavarian Professionals

The Mets have pulled out of their mid-season slu mp in
dramatic style. After dropping five straight games in April to
fall to 3-7, they roared back to win four of their last five,
outscoring May opponents 60-42.

Led by Ari Ball-Burack , Cameron Daly , and Ihson
Nassiri , the Mets have learned to patiently take balls in tight
situations, often walking in runs. Meanwhile, many players
contribute timely hits with runners in scoring posi tion. In a

12-1 blowout against the Royals: Caleb Monson ignited a
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rally with a monster drive to right field; Miguel de Laveaga
collected several clutch RBIs; and Eli Townsend contributed
more RBIs, stole 4 bases, and scored 3 times. The week

before, Blake Johnson buried the White Sox with a h uge 2-run
double to the left field fence, while Wally Brostrom , whose
bat has been red-hot, crushed a stand-up, 2-RBI dou ble, then
stole third and home. And the Mets rely on consist ent RBI
power from Maxim Guzman , Liam Knowles , Henry

Rosenfeld , and Andrew Whittemore , who have all had
clutch bases-loaded extra-base hits.

The Mets continue to wow fans and frustrate opponents

with their nervy base running. Ihson, seemingly ca ught in a
run-down, ended up stealing third, then scoring on the next
play. And the Mets! signature play remains stealin g home.
Late in a narrow loss to the Twins, three consecuti ve Mets
stole in from third, almost turning the tide of the game.

The Mets! pitching staff had faltered in April, but has clearly
regained its footing. Andrew throws wicked heat, rattling
opposing batters. Liam and lhson have had excellent outings,

calmly ringing up strikeouts and scattering infield grounders.
Eli and sidearm specialist Henry are reliable closers,
preserving Mets leads with a great repertoire of we Il-placed

fastballs, curves, and sliders. Ari has shown remarkable cool
in relief: ~ coming in with the bases loaded, one out, and the

team down by 6, he shut down the White Sox over the next 2
innings, with 3 strikeouts, allowing the Mets to pu Il ahead.
Defensively, the Mets have come into their own, with

brilliant plays at all positions. A few examples: playing third,
Cameron made a superb charging stop and off-balance throw

to squelch a D'back rally. Later in the same game , also
playing third, Maxim scooped another impossible gro under
that looked to be headed for RBIs. Wally has been absolutely
impermeable at first. And in the outfield, dramati C running
catches by Henry, Blake, Miguel, and Andrew each pr evented
multiple runs. Space doesn!t permit description of all the
dazzling defense welve seen; but it certainly bodes well for
the Mets as they head into the playoffs.

--= Jeff Burack

PHOTO BY GLENN WOODFIN
REDS
Mary & Joe's Sporting Goods
Reds fans sure haven!t been lacking for exciteme nt in the

late season. How about  Leo Gould !s backhanded reach catch
at second for an out against the Rockies on April 2 5"2 Or
Josh Ooghels  leadoff single that sparked a four-run rally in
the third inning against the White Sox on April 29 ho

And who can forget the May 10 " game against the Royals?
The Reds were down 4-0 in the top of the 4 " when Jesse
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Nankin-Royer hit a key single to bring in Jake Schwartz
(who had stolen second and third) for the first run of a three-
inning rally.  Then, in the bottom of the 4 " with no outs and
runners on the corners, a Royal attempted to steal second,
which drew a throw from pitcher Jake Schwartz and p rompted
the runner at 3 ™ to take off for home. That proved to be a

bad idea, as shortstop Chet Shemchuk fired the ball to
Oscar Brown  at the plate for a thrilling out. The next inning
brought three more runs, including Casey Hopkins stealing
home with a heart-stopping slide through the catche rls legs.
By the top of the sixth, the Reds had come back to within one
run of winning the game, and Noah Bennet, stranded on
third by the last out, came over to the bench to announce to

his parents, "llve paid my debt and now you owe me a
dollar.# Oh the debts that we can never repay.

The May 13 ™ game against the D-backs saw Grady Camps

earn four RBIs on two triples, and it ended with on e of the
most exciting innings of the season. With the Reds up 12-11
with one out, pitcher Orion Llewallen made a heads-up

throw to shortstop Chet Shemchuk to catch a D-backs runner
attempting to steal second. And then, with the pot ential go-
ahead run on second base, the D-backs hitter sent o ne deep

along the left field line, only to have Noah Bennet t make a
spectacular sliding sno-cone catch to end the game&

But it isn't all about spectacle and splash. Wh ere would we
be without Charles Rauch!s solid contributions at third, or
Leo Pollack!s  amazing side-arm and his leadership behind

the plate? As coach Mark Camps said, "This is a team with

so much talent, and every one of the kids is so lik eable and
has such a great attitude.# If they keep showing t hat never-
say-die attitude, we!re going to see a lot more exc itement out
of them come playoff time.
---Leif Brown
ROYALS
Albany Firefighters
(No Report Received)
ROCKIES
Fulford Orthodontics
The Rockies have had a spectacular second half o f the
season& The team has gone 7-and-1 and put together a win
streak of four& Every player has improved tremendo usly and

the team is playing with confidence and joy. Here are a few
highlights from some of our games:
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April 26: Rockies 5 Reds 0. The game was marked by
outstanding pitching by Camden Sikes , Nathan Greco , and
Sevrin Weiss . The pitchers got some help in the field, too,
when Max Katz-Balmes made a great leaping catch in
center field and Ben Valesquez  made a tough put out at first
base.

April 30: Rockies 9 Diamondbacks 8. The Rockies scored in
almost every inning of this game, with every player hitting,
getting on base, or scoring a run, including single s from Aren
Yeghissian-Kanniean (3), Trevor Wescott (2), and
Randall Ma. Key defensive plays stopped Diamondback

drives, especially from catcher Jacob Kelly  who threw out a
runner at third base in the second inning.

May 9: Rockies 14 Twins 6. This was another off ensive-
minded game. Down 3-0 in the bottom of the third i nning,
four Rockies singled, including David Marcus and Rowan
O!Connell-Gates , and five runs were scored. Two other big
offensive innings followed, with eagle-eyed Leeor Bentovim

walking to score a run in the fifth inning. There were some
defensive gems, too, including a double play involv ing first
baseman Valesquez, pitcher O!Connell-Gates, and sho rtstop
Weiss.

May 21: Rockies 5 White Sox 4. In this thriller , the Rockies

defense again came through with many sparking plays ,

including another double play when pitcher Sevrin drilled the
ball to catcher Max, who then threw sharply to firs t baseman
Nathan. All of the Rockies runs came in the third inning, with

two doubles by Ben and David, four singles by Jacob , Max,
Nathan and Rowan, and a bunt from Sevrin. Great p itching
kept the Rockies ahead: Nathan (5 strikeouts in two innings)
and Max (3 outs in 4 pitches in the top of the sixt h). And let!s

not forget second-baseman Randall's spear of a hard hit ball

for the final out in the fifth.
---Sherry Katz

TWINS
Shooting Stars

After cruising through the first half of the sea son, the Twins

were in a hard fought battle to stay on top during this second
half. Their effort was been relentless and has pai d off as they

enter the playoffs with a great record. Coach Dale Freeman
says of his kids, "I think the team has progressed really well

as the season has gone on. Our pitching and defens e have
been stellar and | think we will be at our peak in the
playoffs.#

That stellar defense has been a shared effort. Joshua
Friedkin  had a great shortstop inning against the Royals, i n
which he fielded with perfection to prevent any run s despite
the bases being loaded. Clayton McDonald played with
focus against the Reds and Mets scooping, catching and
fending off runs all around. Marlon Guandique , playing at
second base, made a great scoop and throw to first for the
out. Against the Diamond Backs, Elijah Hoffman got his
glove on a bounding, wild ball and made smart five step run
to second for the out. Catching has been a key par t of the

defensive game with Hank Rugg and Abe Hill anchoring the

effort. Hank made a great throw to Clayton at seco nd against
the Royals to prevent a key steal. Abe snatched up several
wild pitch during our game against the Reds to keep an eager

runner stuck at third. Jackson Freeman had a great game
behind the plate against the Royals in which he cov ered a wild
pitch and just nabbed the runner from third in a very
dramatic and heads up play.

Twins pitching has been great and improving. Avery
Tokyn had a six-pitch inning against the Royals and, alo ng
with Clayton, has generally exhibited solid play ev ery time
hels on the mound. Miles Martinez pitched a shut out inning
to contribute to a win against the Mets. He also h it a
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beautiful double with an RBI in that same game. In a show of
team versatility, lan Kidder ventured out onto the mound
against the Royals and struck out three batters. | n a tough
game against the Diamond Backs, Henry Bazakas

demonstrated he can throw a fast ball to match any in the
league.

Twins hitting has teams seeing double. Avery h as
propelled the team forward with numerous homeruns a nd
consistent overall hitting. Alec Adams smashed a bases
clearing triple sending home three of the five winn ing runs
against the Royals. In a win over the Mets, Henry had a
great day pounded out two singles and a double. Ev eryone is

improving. Playoffs, here we come&
---Andrew Hoffman

WHITE SOX
Albany Bowl
Whatever Coach Paul Couenhoven mixes in that
mysterious elixir he serves the Sox during games se ems to be
working mid-season magic. The team!s inspired play of late
has resulted in exhilarating games$most contended u ntil the
very last out$with every player making a contributi on to the
Sox!s mid-season surge. If Coach Paulls potion is the secret

behind the roster!s recent success, drink on, boys&
Michael Castillo must be getting extra servings at home,

as his offensive eruption since our last report inc ludes a
team-leading three triples, and a pyrotechnic perfo rmance
against the Reds that found him a mere home run shy of the
cycle. James Bartlett and Will Fainaru-Callahan may be
sneaking extra dugout draughts, too, as evidenced i n the
three doubles each can claim in the past month, as well as

their shared title as the Sox!s "Chief Thief,# havi ng stolen ten

bases each since our last report. Sam Lombardi is a mere
cup behind them with nine, having nicked four of th at total in
a single outing against the Mets. He must have bee n REALLY
thirsty that day&

If it!ls not in the drink, maybe the Sox!s secret resides in
Coach Romell Williams! sideline incantations. Coach
Romells "Come on, 10&# has inspired an eye-popping seven

doubles from  Jordan Williams' happy bat across the past
eight games, including a dazzling double derby in which
Jordan drilled one in each of his three at-bats aga inst the
Diamondbacks. Calls to "Come on, 13&# summoned Richard

PHO BY CHRISTOPHER JACKSON

Bayne !s birthday celebration to commence against the Twi ns,
netting Richard a solid single and a dramatic doubl e as party
favors. Happy birthday, indeed& "Come on, 5&# eli cits hits of
all distances from Austin  Warren , while the same
numerology has inspired Austin to turn in two 3-up/ 3-down
innings among multiple more of electrifying pitchin g.
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But how does one explain the extra itch in Nico Bilbao !s
bat since his return from a season interrupting bout of poison

oak, and his recent omnipresence on the base paths? Also
begging explanation is the capoeira-infused stretch from
which Kaylan Sykes  has summoned five innings in which he

has dispatched all three batters$a record among Sox pitchers
during the mid-season. And what of the Sox!s spark ling
defensive play at the corners? There must be some kind of
otherworldly explanation for the seemingly implausi ble outs

Dixon Layton has been executing at 1 *' base, as well as the

"black hole# phenomenon occurring along the 3 “ base line
thanks to Jeremy Lane s defensive commandat3 ™. Perhaps
the answers to these and other secrets behind the S ox!s mid-
season surge are the subject of the cloistered coun sel Coach

David Daliwahl whispers in cloaked conferences with his
players% in which case, welll never know.
What we do know about these Sox is that they are poised

to slide headlong into postseason play feeling conf ident and
proud of their tremendous growth as individual play ers and as
a unit$that much is no secret, to anyone. GO SOX&
---Sarah Layton
ANGELS
Dr. Kenneth Brehnan, DMD, MS

Nothing is more satisfying (in baseball) than a game
between two evenly matched teams who compete relent lessly
from beginning to end. Such was the case 4/26 when the
Angels played the Padres.

Both Jaxson Stuhr and Lucas Greenbaum hit singles,

Herschel Portnoy
Spencer McCarthy ,

stole second and third and scored runs.
sent Jerome Wei  to third on a pop fly.

Rakesh Dasilva , and Sebastian Jones (who also hit a
double) each hit singles, stole bases and scored ru ns that
day.

Pitcher Lucas struck out three batters in one in ning, hit a
line drive to the outfield, and stole both second a nd third.
Alexander White got an RBI, but was called out at first.

In a game against the Phillies, Paulo Amaro playing third
and Spencer second caged a runner in a pickle. Pit cher
Jerome made a tag out at first, caught a pop fly, s truck out

several Phillies, and hit the first single of the g ame& Tristan
Holsen, Simon Zeigler, Spencer, Sebastian and Alex set the
team record for consecutive singles.

As the Angels! pace picked up, so did their pro pensity for
stealing bases, because after all, stealing is more important
than winning, isn't it? In a game against the Padr es, Angels
stole six bases. Jaxon, Lucas, Jerome, Spencer, Tr istan,
Sebastian and Alex each got singles. Alex hit a do uble,
scored a run and tagged a runner out at 1 s,

Highlights of the next two games included Rakesh fielding
grounders and throwing outs at 1 st Maxx Banks , Jaxon,
Jerome, Spencer, Rakesh, Sebastian, Herschel and Tr istan all
hit singles. With bases loaded, Jaxon!s single sen t Spencer
home leaving the bases still loaded. A Lucas doubl e sent
Sebastian and Rakesh home, tying up the game. Jaxo n
struck out three batters in one inning. After Jaxo n hit one

single past 3 ™ and stole 2 ", Jerome hit another and Maxx
brought Jaxon home with a third single&
According to Coach  Mark Stuhr , "All the kids played really

well and we got very close to a win against the tea m that, |
hear from the kids, has the best record in our divi sion. Not
bad.#

Angels! defense continued to pick up in a game aga inst the

Phillies, with great fielding from Rakesh, Herschel and Tristan,
who got runners out at 2 " and 3 . Maxx hit a great single
that game too. Jaxon hit a solid single, stole 2 "d and Spencer
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smashed the ball past 3 ™. Tristan followed with a double;

Rakeshl!s solid single brought both batters home.

The game on 5/18 against the Pirates was maybe t he most
exciting to date. Pitcher Lucas struck out a total of five
batters. Jaxon made a spectacular tag at third. Pit ching Paulo

threw to Rakesh at 2 ™ for well executed 3 ™ out&
Jaxon!s single drove Simon to 2 "d hefore he made a double-
steal and sent Simon sliding into 3 " Lucas drove Jaxon to 3
and Simon home. Tristan made a solid single to cen terfield,
then a double-steal. Rakesh!s solid single sent Tr istan home&
After solidly whacking the ball to centerfield, driving Jaxon
home, Lucas stole 2 ™ and 3 " with barely a breath in between.

rd

Jerome hit one powerful double that drove Lucas hom e. Maxx
hit a clean single, advancing Jerome to 3 . Herschells single
sent Jerome home upping the ante to 6-5. A double play
when Tristan caught a pop fly and threw to Jerome a t 1% was
a highlight of the game. Herschel made the third o utat3 ™
when he caught the ball just in time for a final sc ore of a 6-6&
Final observation from Coach Mark: "I have heard that
baseball starts to break out around half way throug h the
season and here we are and that was a real baseball game.
Really good pitching, good hitting, good fielding a nd good
throwing. Excellent game.#
--- Kathryn McCarthy
PHOTO BY DAVID BERSON
ORIOLES
Mr. Rooter
The young Orioles team, affectionately dubbed "T he Birds#

by nickname-slinging and sign-flashing manager John
Brusseau, continues to grow and excel both at the p late and
in the field. After a tough April start, the Ols b ats are
beginning to do some damage and the team looks to b e
closing out May with a four or five game winning st reak.

Henry "Big H# Brusseau Is bat has been one of the hot
ones in the clutch and he has racked up several sin gles and
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doubles, as well as a triple and a home run in the second half
of this season. Ben "Big B# Church got a chance to take
control of the mound and flung his fast ball past n ot one but

two opponents who were struck out "looking# but not seeing.

| guess he took his coach!s advice to pretend the ball is a hot
potato * a very hot potato Daniel "Diamond D# Colwell

still commands on the mound and when hels not getti ng hit
by pitches, he!s getting on base and then stealing +em. Claire
"Big C# Fargeix pulled herself out of a early May batting
slump to rise to a two-out rally starter and a forc er of errors
complete with a 3 RBI at bat. Kieran "Special K# Halloran

has used batting practice to his advantage and his on-base
percentage is on the rise allowing him the opportun ity to put
his favorite manager!s advice to work, "slide if youlre
stealing.# Dylan "Big D# Ransley nearly wore himself out
running the bases he got so many extra base hits on one

sunny May afternoon. Ella "Big E# Hoffman inflicted a big
heart-breaker on the Phillies when she made a spect acular

PHOTO BY RICHARD HOYER

catch in deep, deep, DEEP left field (Sorry Cody&). Speedy
Tate "Big T# Hoyer consistently puts his head down and his

"wheels# in motion to outrun potential put-outs at first and
elevating in his batting average. Ethan "Big E# Ostrow ,an
aware catcher with a mean arm, keeps his on-base op ponents
right where he wants them, at first or back in thei r dugout,
caught stealing. Excepting a fluke game or two, Nate
"Sandy# Sanders continues his hot batting streak with high
on-base percentages and he also holds the current t eam
record in doubles. Josh "Big Josh# Solomon-Culp just
canlt keep still when hels on base and has notched in at least
four games with more than two stolen bases. Cory "C Dog#

Sterner is well-noted lately for his high leg kick followed by a

whizzing fast ball on the mound and a fantastic web -gem of a
catch in center field, including full dive, body ro Il, and parasite
hold on the ball for a field and bench clearing dog -pile third

out. All in all, we Ols fans are thrilled with our team!s
progress and have been happily entertained&
---Kym Sterner

PADRES
Mechanics Bank

Padres Coach Jeff Fillingim-Selk summed up the Padres!

second half of the season when he said the Padres " are a
bunch of roadrunners on the base paths and are find ing a way
to make things happen.# And happen they did. In t he
second half of the season, the Padres! record impro ved

slightly, but their level of play exploded. In the game against
the Pirates, Jin-Young Heo , who has been outstanding on
the mound all season long, made a shoe string catch running
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full speed * highlight film material for the ages. Later that
same game, Rowan Craig capped a five-run rally with a 2-
RBI double to beat the Pirates. Nathan Fillingim-Selk , J.J.

Quintero, Jr., and Michael Noland have all shown good
power in the second half. Nathan doubled in the Pi rate game
and crushed a double with men in scoring position a gainst the
Red Sox. J.J.!s hitting came alive in the second h alf, taking it
deep in the game against the Pirates and again in b oth Red
Sox games. Michael doubled against the Red Sox for a couple
of RBIs, and has a solid string of singles to his c redit.

On defense, Nathan, Michael, and Rowan , along with
Nicolas Lin , have all matured into tenacious catchers who
come up throwing hard and checking the base runners back
to the base on every pitch. Finn Rudy s infielding has been
incredible. Finn had two backhand stabs against th e Red Sox

for put outs, executed brilliantly on another hard shot

grounder in the second Red Sox game, and made a rif le throw
out from short against the Orioles. Benji Rossils  fine play at
first base has been the other bookend for the infie Id!s fine
handy work. Benji made a great stretch on a throw from Finn
in the Yankee game that turned a would-be hit into an out.
Nicolas, who has also hit well all season long, had an inning-
ending basket catch that was pure artistry on a fly ball deep
to right against the Orioles. Nicolas! smile as he hustled in to
the dugout said it all as the fans roared their app roval.

Every Padre has contributed to the team!s succes S.

Cameron Henritzy, a first year player, was the "most
improved# Padre during the second half, said Coach Fillingim -
Selk. Jonathan DeWitt and Alex Orebic  have a long streak

of singles to their credit and have torn up the bas e paths with
lightening speed and uncanny intuition. Alex has
consistently reached base and made runs happen, whi le
Jonathan has kept every catcher in the league off b alance
with his trademark dance off first base that has "k ept the
defense guessing,# said Coach Fillingim-Selk. The 2008
Padres have shown great support for their fellow te ammates,
exemplary sportsmanship toward their opponents, and a true
love for the game. All of these will serve them we Il into the
playoffs and well beyond.
PHILLIES
Albany Rotary

Tenacious "D#efense and pitching made for a fier ce

combination as the Phillies fired up against tough opponents.

Gianni Bloom was solid playing at the corners, as well as
turning in fine outings on the mound. Teammate Anthony
Gaskins  showed characteristic intensity while serving up

major "heat# during his pitching assignments, or re cording a
pick-off as catcher when runners strayed too far fr om first
base. Donlt get caught napping around the Phillies &

Liam Rohlsson and Jesse Valva both had opposing
batters swinging for strikes and also had great at- bats to help
on offense. Ethan Seder  stayed cool as a cucumber while
pitching in a very close game, and carried his team into extra
innings that was won by the Phillies as darkness fe II.  Ryan
Neumann was strong at first base with several unassisted
put-outs to his credit. "Ry# also joined fellow te ammates with
extra base hits, notably getting two doubles in a s ingle game.
The Phillies have shown how to turn a double play, as Justice
Paraiso-Caceres recorded one while playing second base$
tagging the lead runner and whirling to throw out t he runner
at first. In that same inning, Daniel Lee  complemented his
own strong pitching by catching a scalding line-dri ve for an
inning-ending out. Gritty playing on the infield&

Cody Sim!s  strength at the plate is evident, as he leads
the team with extra-base hits. Charley Ross also showed

his power at the plate, playing a crucial role alon g with

Angelo Paraiso-Caceres in a four-run rally to win an extra-

inning game against the Yankees, a rally punctuated by
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Benjamin Jackson!s outstanding triple. Power and
defense$a winning combination for the Phillies&

As team manager P.J. Caceres noted, "Our team grew up
this season both literally and figuratively. With each game
the boys seem to grow an inch taller and more matur e. We
started as AA rookies but will end as seasoned vete rans. The

Phillies are the last team | would want to face at the end of

the season.#
---Shelley Clark and Chris Jackson

PHOTO BY DAVID BERSON

PIRATES
Five Little Monkeys

Not to compare the players to babies or anything, but isn!t

Double A reminiscent of the first few years of your kids! life?
One minute they were crawling, and then suddenly th ey were
cruising% then walking% then running with abandon.

If you compare your team!s season opener to how they!re
playing now, you!ll know what | mean.

It's been a joy to watch the AA teams$all of the m$grow in
leaps in bounds. But hey, just like you believe in your heart
that your baby is the cutest, best, brightest in the univers e a
Little League mom canl!t help believing her kid!ls AA Little
League team is the most talented, spirited, handsom est-in-
their-uniforms team and, win or lose, the truest ch ampions.

So with all due respect to our worthy opponents, | hereby
declare my allegiance to the 2008 Albany Pirates& T heylve

come a long way in many departments since opening day%
MECHANICS: George Elsbury started the season with a
tentative swing, but one day something clicked and suddenly
he was smacking the ball and getting on base. Brandon
Ross learned to get down on the ball in the infield, as
evidenced by a recent pair of stellar stops at thir d. And in one
of their last games of the regular season, Gabe Raulet
showed off his infield skills by snagging a hard-hi t grounder at
short and gunning to first for the out..
CONSISTENCY:  Will Tokunga was hitting well from game

one, but he became even more reliable as the season went
on, going three for three against the Angels on May 18. By
season!s end, the Pirates could always count on Cedric Epple

for a solid base hit or a strong inning on the moun d. Owen
Cooper, who plays all positions well and hits consistently , has
turned into a fearsome pitcher: he ended one recent game

with three consecutive Ks.
TENACITY: Oliver Coope r, never afraid to get his uniform

dirty, added the headfirst slide to his repertoire in the May 18

game against the Angels. In that same game, with tw 0 outs
and the Pirates down by one in the last inning, Lev Corne

came up to bat and delivered with a clutch, game-ty ing RBI
single.
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BASEBALL SMARTS: The Pirates pitchers started m ixing in
off-speed pitches, and Kamran Hegler!s fans watched
opponents whiff away in vain at his change-up: a sl ow lob
into the catcher!s mitt. Behind the plate, the Pirates learned
to flip off the catcher!s mask, hold runners on bas e, and even
guide the pitchers. In their Memorial Day game agai nst the
Yankees, Gabe MacClure gunned down a runner who was
trying to advance on an overthrow from the outfield to the
pitcher.

More and more as the season progressed, Shay
Schreibstein and Eli Dinneen seemed to communicate
wordlessly, making tough plays look easy. Nothing | ooked

more natural, for example, than when Shay, playing first in a

recent game, charged a slow roller while Eli sprint ed from the
mound to cover the base so they could get the out.

Mechanics, consistency, tenacity and smarts. Th e Pirates
have indeed come a long way, and now theylre lookin g
forward to the playoffs&  Go, Pirates!

---Beth Manning
RED SOX
Lee Miles Transmissions

The mighty Red Sox season is coming to an end wi th plenty
of highlights and a lot of fun. While the they loo ked up to all
the other teams, it wasn!t because they were better , just
taller%much taller. If Dick Vitale could describe them, they
would be "diaper dandies# of AA. With a team avera ge age of
barely 8-years-old, teams next year are put on noti ce that the

Red Sox have a bright future.

The young guns Esai Santos, Noah Winkleman, Luke
Tannahill, Yohannes "Yoyo# Kalonji, Mark Riggio-
Kerley, Jedrek Sanchez-Howe and Nicky Johnstone have

all had great moments. They're a scrappy, intense bunch of
players. Nicky, Noah, Mark and Luke all get hits t hen Yoyo,
Esai and Jedrek hit them home. When they all pitch , they
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intensely hold the glove up to their face, you see only their
eyes honing in on the target as they prepare to hur | a pitch.
Whether it is a strike or a ball, Noah and Mark pou nce on
passed balls and prepare to throw runners out.

The elder statesman, James Colwell, Aaron

Rudasingwa, Riley Ridgway, Thom Ronningen and
Domenic Salvo play their parts as well. Riley, Thom and
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Domenic have all patrolled the outfield with author ity while
Aaron and James don!t miss a beat at first and thir d, and they
both pitch as well.

Over the last three months, the improvement has been
incredible. We have turned into a very exciting te am, with a
cast of very funny kids just enjoying playing baseb all.

TO INFINITY AND BEYOND. GO REDSOX&&&
---Manager Marco Santos
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YANKEES
Design-A-Sign

As second half of the season nears completion, i t is
impressive to see how this group of kids, most comi ng from
different schools, has developed into a united powe rhouse.

Joe Hudson led the way launching rockets into the
outfield, shutting down batters while on the mound and
gunning down runners foolish enough to try stealing when
Joe!s behind home plate. Another Yankee delivering big is
Thomas Roche  who slammed the door on the Padres with 3
shut-out innings and 8 strike-outs. The only batter Thomas
did not strike-out in 3 innings was an unassisted p ut-out by

Spencer Guffy . Spencer made another difficult play look
routine against the Phillies by running to first to take throw
from first-baseman Michael McCabe who wisely left his

position to field tough grounder. Michael makes big plays
when needed like a heads-up unassisted force-out ag ainst
Phillies at first.

All the Yankees are hitting well, especially Noah Gabriel
Noah hammered 4 home-runs in second half including grand
slam against Sox and a 3 RBI blast tomahawked into deep
center against Orioles. Swinging the bat well and r un-scoring

doubles are Adriano Di Costanzo!s specialty, like the one he
ripped to center against the Pirates to score Joe. William
Butcher!ls  power continued persuading outfielders to step
back as he lofted balls deep to the outfield for ex tra base hits.

Josh Temple  showcased his skills charging in from right to
catch falling fly against Orioles and coolly tappin g his mitt
before fielding come-backer on mound and nailing out at first

against Angels. Another Yankee making crisp plays i S Arjun
Kinstlick (AJ) who fielded hot Oriole grounder and made soft

toss to SS Thomas for out. AJls offense delivered w hen
stroking single to left, stealing second and scorin g. William
Layton contributes to Yankee!s success in many ways.

William pitched scoreless innings against Orioles a nd Sox and
a 2 RBI double delivered all the Yankee runs agains t the
Phillies. Riley Lee showed cat quick defense on mound
shatching line drive against Orioles and catching p opup near
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foul line. John Lombardi continues demonstrating smooth

defense like fielding choppy Oriole grounder and se curing out
with light toss to AJ. John showed quick decision m aking
against Pirates when taking throw from Thomas and r unning

down would-be base thief.

The Yanks look sharp going into play-offs. Regar dless of the
outcome, they will always remember being part of an
extraordinary team that enjoys competition and having fun.

---Randell Lee

SINGLE-A

ASTROS
John & Sue Griffin

In the second half, the Astros have grown into a force with
bats and gloves, beginning on North Field on a blus tery
evening against the Blue Jays. This game, played i n a swirl of
wind and dust, was nevertheless a beautiful team ef fort.
Everyone contributed in the first inning, including a clean
single by Atticus Pallock . The Astros! improving defense got

their first 1-2-3 inning of the season, with Evan Mallah
catching a line drive to center. Patrick Leiser drove the ball
to advance a runner to second. Tyler Chace  won the game

ball, hitting a ground rule double, and displaying his
improving defense with an unassisted putout for a ¢ rucial
third out.
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Then came a rousing rematch with the Rangers, the Astros
again playing great defense. Highlights included Jackson
Blum fielding a grounder, tagging the runner going to s econd
and stepping on first for an unassisted double play ; Pallock
cleanly fielding a grounder and throwing the runner out at

first; and a diving stop and accurate throw to firs t by pitcher
Thelonious Seeds Jayda Fletcher won the game ball for
her smart base running.

It would be difficult to recount all of the high lights of the
Krone Field game against the Marlins. Christopher
Gallagher-Bartlett hit an inside the park home run with a fly

ball over everyone!s head, and loaned his bat to Se eds who
hit four triples. Mallah had four RBI. Nate Peterson won
the game ball for his teamwork especially on defens e.

Against the Mariners, the big bats came out, wit h Blum
hitting the first of three straight ground rule dou bles. Sonja
Stott had some clean hits and played well on the right s ide.

David Barer  won the game ball for his contributions with the
bat and glove.

The Astros had twice the fun on the May 17 Marli ns game,
as each team thought the game was at a different ti me.
Making lemonade out of lemons, the Astros played th eir
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parents (and a few helpful Triple A Diamondbacks) a t 10:00

am, and then came back for more baseball with the M arlins at

5:30 pm. The parents proved to be a tough opponen tin the

morning game, backed by the ferocious hitting of Co ach Joan
and Coach Tracey. However, the Astros were up to t he
challenge, and still had plenty of game left for th e evening

contest with the age-appropriate Marlins.

The +Stros third game against the Rangers showed great
defense by the entire team, with two consecutive 1- 2-3
innings, a great throw from 3d by Gallagher-Bartlet t, and a
great bare-handed stop by Peterson.

Heading into the concluding game of the season, the Astros!
hard work, assisted by their coaches and helpful pa rents, had
developed them into a force to be reckoned with. A s the end
of the season approaches, Coach Mark and Coach Mont e
would like to thank all of the parents for their pa rticipation, as
well as all the players for their great efforts thi S year.
Everyone has learned a lot, had a lot of fun, and w ill hopefully
be back next year. Go Astros&

---Robert Seeds
BLUE JAYS
| Song Orthodontics

Over the last eight games, fans and opponents of the Blue
Jay 11 have noticed two important traits of this te am. They
play hard and never quit until the final out and, w hen playing
the Jays, parents should not park in the "Drop off/ Permit
only# area.

That!s because Theo Bazakas  hit two (yes two&) towering,
car insurance-inducing home runs against the Marlin s. The
first cleared the left field fence and smacked the roof of a
bright Red Ford Truck. That blast was followed two innings
later by a moon shot that landed like an asteroid o n top of a
Honda Odyssey. Parents, you!ve been warned.

The offensive onslaught continued against the Ma rlins with
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six straight hits.  Amina Tugan  started the inning with a lined

shot down the third base line for a stand-up double , her best
hit of the year. This was followed by a screaming | ine drive by
Eli Kane that two-hopped off the wood wall in left center f ield

for another double.

Graeme Norris had two hits and with a great effort on the

base paths, stretched one of his singles into a dou ble. His
brother, Conor Norris then hit a hard ground ball up the
middle for a base hit, scoring Graeme from second a nd

collecting yet another RBI.
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Oscar Ashley, who gets better every week, hit a perfectly

placed fly ball between the second baseman and shor tstop,
scoring yet another run and Mitchell Buchan finished off the
inning with an opposite field single (his second hi t of the
game).

Not to be outdone,  Dylan De Lancie showed off his hitting
prowess against the Brewers, cracking a line drive up the
middle that was hit so hard, it took four Brewers ( and two

coaches) five minutes to pull the wedged ball out f rom under
the shed in center field.

They say defense wins championships and in the f ield, the
Jays are just as solid. Against the Mariners, Mamu Doumbia

played a steady third base, scooping up ball after ball that!s

hit his way and throwing perfect strikes to first b ase.

Matty Brusseau is a natural behind the plate. He made a
diving effort to catch a foul ball and then, with a Mariners
runner trying to score from third, made a great pla y to tag
the runner out at home * all this with equipment th at!ls too
big for him&

Elias Whitmore also was a defensive standout, playing the
pitcher position and quickly grabbing any ball that came his
way and throwing runners out at first, second and t hird base.

Bottom line - this Blue Jay team and their coach es ROCK&

--Scott Kane
RANGERS
John & Sue Griffin
BREWERS
Berkeley Dog & Cat Hospital
MARINERS

Domino's Pizza
(No ReportS Received)

MARLINS
Albany Lions
The merry month of May has brought warmer weathe r but
nothing nearly as hot as the Mighty Marlins basebal | playing.
You can really see the kids cheering each other on and trying
with a team effort. As Coach David Gabriel said, "lt!s been a
delight to watch these boys improve and all for the love of the
game.#
At almost every game they have gotten all three outs in
most innings and the tee is a rare phenomenon. Big sluggers

Brennan Jung and Brian Hingerty have been getting it to
the bleachers and  Aidan Gabrie | even hit the first home-run
over the fence at East Field for the Marlins. Aaron Friedkin
and Emanuel Gordis are a dynamic duo when it comes to
first base and pitchers helper, making out after ou t. Dominic
Treseler has vastly improved. Focus, attention and
organization are totally Dominic. Cleighton Roberts , Derek
Jones Jr. and Trenton Black are a force not to meddle with

as second base, shortstop and third base. Each one has an
effective method which means there are rarely runne rs on
their bases. Jared Ferguson shines all the time but

particularly as catcher in a game on May 14 " when he made a
really great catch. And take a look at Jaipal Brar and Borna
Karami * who, with a unique style, as outfielders charge

those balls and keep them close to the infield.

This talented crowd of Marlins have truly made t his part of
the season a time to remember. Each kid has grown
tremendously under the direction of their dedicated coaches,
Nathan Friedkin , David Gabriel and David Jung , plus lots
of parents who have helped out. These kids have le arned
that working together and paying attention are the key to the
game. Watch them play, and you can see them puttin g their
best foot forward and giving it their all. This is one great

team of baseball players. Go Marlins& ---Emily Gordis
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TIGERS
Gordo's Taqueria
The Tigers had a super second half of the season . The
players work well as a team with some nice plays in the field
including turning some spectacular double plays. Th e hitting
is strong with many Tigers reaching the East field fence
suggesting it is almost time for Double-A ball.
So, our Little Leaguer reporter headed down to t he Tigers
dugout to get the real scoop on the Bengals' season . When
asked "What did you like best about being a Tiger t his

season?,# TJ de Laveaga replied "When | hit a home run and
when | hit RBIl!'s,  Trevor Prince had a more philosophical
response " Working together to play baseball and ma king new
friends#, and Angelo Feliciano said he likes "batting and all
the friends.#

Daniel Padmore likes "hitting and running the bases# and
Rawley Martin eagerly raised his hand and stated that he
likes “hitting and having fun.# Erik Regan very
enthusiastically replied " hitting. # Philip Shen was quite
specific and shared his fond memories of “the 1-2-3 inning
against the Rangers.# McAlister Shea likes " being the
catcher because it is just like being a goalie in h ockey.#

Clearly the Tigers are stars in many sports.
Nik Mermer says that he likes "getting dirty.# It does seem

that the players, and their families all sport a go od coat of
dust after a Tigers game . Daniel Martinez-Krams likes
"playing on Krone field and when | hit a homerun (W ell |
should have been out at third&).# Jasper Trowbridge sums it
all up, "I love everything about being a Tiger--the games,
players, and the Snack Shack. Oh yeah. The coach i s my
favorite because he is nice and makes playing fun#.

All the Tigers and their families appreciate the ha rd work,
guidance, and especially the patience of Tigers manager Rob
Regan, and coaches, Peter de Laveaga , and Brian Shea.
Thanks also to John Shen  for keeping us informed of games,
practices and team events. For many of the Tigers, this was

their first time playing baseball on a team, and |
them can!t wait for spring training 2009&

bet many of

---Sheri Krams
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T-BALL

BULLS
Shooting Stars

Coaches Tom Mazzotta and Mark McLean worked hard with
the Bulls to really get a strong team together goin g down the
home stretch of their first season together. Refle cting back
over the season, Tom said =Our kids are learning to field and
what bases to throw to depending upon the play. We re
definitely seeing our 'out-count' go up each game. It's really
great when we see two or more of our Bulls players working
together on a play to get an out. All our players are really
smacking the ball well, and we're seeing good impro vements
in swinging form and running the bases.#

Talking to some of our players about their favor ite aspects
of t-ball, Aidan Hanes told me, "I like being batter because
itls fun.# Elijah Fulford said, "First base is my favorite
because sometimes they hit it to me and sometimes t hey
have to throw it to me.# For Peter Mazzotta it was,
"Running , hitting, and playing first base.# And, Colin
O!Brien said, "I like being batter because I like hitting #

William McLean 's favorite thing was =actually fielding and
my favorite position is first base because actually one time

PHOTO BY JENNIFER O'BRIEN
someone hit it to me and | got it.# Kai Jovanovich chipped
in with, "My favorite thing about the team is being catcher
because it is fun.#

Not only do the Bulls have a great attitude abou t the game,
but they play as a team on the field as well. The dugout is
hustling more, the batting order is moving along fa ster, and
the boys are coming together like a herd of bulls. Jesse
Kane and Sammi Chavez  are two players who have worked
hard and it shows in their throwing and catching. Owen

Hardy and Emilio Chavez have also been putting in time at
practice and hitting better than ever. Billy Javandel!'s been

making it out to first base at almost every hit as the crowds
cheer from the bleachers. A big improvement in fie Iding has
come along for Zander Motamedi as he works at it each
week.

After a recent game Coach Mark said "llve enjoye d
watching the team progress and work together and I! m
excited to see the Bulls head into the end of the s eason so
strong.# Look out Pamplona, our Bulls are up and ru nning&&&

---Jennifer O!Brien

RIVERCATS
Dave's Dougout
(No Report Rec ieved)
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SAND GNATS
Elephant Pharmacy

These Sand Gnats have been particularly hungry for hits

through the midseason, feasting weekly on the tasty -teed-
treats served up each Saturday morning at Ocean Vie w Field.
Coach Robert has the unenviable task of managing the
bat-wielding Gnats in the midst of their full frenz y to feed, as
he bravely stands in between their poised stingers and the
teed balls they crave. All marvel at his daring, p articularly
when Coach Robert$without protective cover of any k ind$
leans in to set the ball for a fairly salivating Holden Smith
among the most eager of the Gnats at bat. Spectato rs hope
that balls will remain the only objects Holden laun ches into
the outer fringes of the infield with his powerful swing&

Terrell Yorozu-Miller mirrors Holden!s intensity at the tee,
ripping stinging drives down the 3 " pase line with the swing

of a natural once Coach Robert jumps clear, while Oscar Hill
has emerged as another 3 ™ base line specialist, meticulously
planning his placement in tee-side conferences with Coach
Robert, who notes that "Oscar will not be rushed at the
plate.# This Gnat!s patience that has paid off wit h solid base-
line drives for Oscar every at-bat&

Aidan Knowles! bat starts buzzing in the dugout with its
hunger to swat flies over the opposing infielders$A idan
veritably vibrates his way to the tee before poppin g balls all
the way to the grass. Teammate Jacob Bradley is another
Gnat whose bat takes big bites out of the field, as this power-
hitter drives hits to the green with a speed that s ends
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opposing defenses diving for cover. And the Gnat g ang of
green loves to see  Griffin Veldeer-Carlson Is electric lime
bat taking chops at the tee. Batting clean-up, Gri ffin!s mighty
stings send happy Gnats in frenzied flight around t he bases,
none faster than Leo Lombardi In one recent game, after
swatting a stinger through the infield gap left by the quickly
dodging Pitcher!s Helper, Leo!s fleet feet winged h im safely
home after Griffin!s base-clearing blast.

When Coach Ken asks, "Wherels the play, Sand Gnats?#
James Monson always knows. His defensive skills
particularly shone in his performance as Pitcherls Helper
against the Bulls, as he commanded the defense with the skill
of Gnat quite at home in the infield sand. Dylan Jerret s
fielding skills also sparkle at Pitcher!s Helper, a s the strength
and accuracy of his throws continue to amaze his co aches,
while fellow Gnat Jake Malmros el!s play as Rover renders
opposing teams! offense all but over. When the pla y comes
home, Coach Ken has reason to smile if Anna Malmrose is
sporting the catcher!s gear, as her purple and pink glove is
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ever-poised for playmaking at the plate, while Drew
Layton! s recent shape-shifting catch behind home plate not

only netted the out, but gained extra points for sh eer style.

Embrace the season of the Sand Gnat, and catch t he
baseball fever their infestation is fueling down at Ocean View
Field&

---Sarah Layton

SIDEWINDERS
Mr. Rooter

Each week while the Sidewinders quietly stretch and
practice everything seems calm; and then the game s tarts
and here comes an offensive explosion. The fireworks last for
three innings and the excitement doesn!t stop from the
swinging bunts to the blasts to the grass to slides into second
to plays at the plate. Nathan Ferguson waves to his fans
while on his way up to the plate but is all busines s when he
bats, a few practice swings, then Smash& Line driv e base hit.

Crack& Yes, it!ls another single for Trevor Buchan who really
chips in at the plate and on the bases. Trevor rea ched base
an amazing eight consecutive times at one point. Wh oosh&
That whirring sound you heard was Alex Ferguson flying
around all the way around the bases to close out a Sidewinder
game against the Sand Gnats.

Pop& Walker Hicks does it again and again at bat while

the crowd chants his name; he scored three runs in one
game. Crunch& Isthat John Judge or some kind of baseball

playing machine? John gets better every week and r eally
helps his teammates with his hitting and running. Whacké&

Cairo DaSilva has become an automatic three for three
every week& How does he do it?

Smack& Kyle Paiz comes to play hard and provides some
left handed power to the Sidewinders lineup. Next come the
big boppers; Bang& Andrew Frey came through with a
barrage of line drives and hit a grand slam to clos e out one
inning. Pow& Jason Roche  bopped a three run homer "to the
grass# in one game, a ftriple in another, and made a n
unassisted double play in the field.

Crush& Ezri Mayeri stunned everyone with a grand slam

one week and was part of the now legendary Ezri to Andrew
to Nathan play at first in the field. Smash& Quinn
Rocklinone  pounded five doubles in six at bats during one
stretch and also uncorked a nice throw from third t hat was
scooped by Jason. Chop& Rashi DaSilva  has also helped the
team at the plate and on the bases and ignites the crowd with
speed on the bases. Coach Scott, Coach Spencer , and
Coach Duval  work hard with the kids and it really shows,
from the impenetrable eleven player infield shift t 0 running
through first base, the Sidewinders have learned ba seball
fundamentals and become a team. Hooray for the
Sidewinders&
---Ed Judge
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AND HOW ABO  UT THE
ALBANY TWIST ON THAT
UNASSISTED TRIPLE PLAY&

What's an unassisted triple play? It's
when a single fielder makes all three
putouts in one play. In Major League
history it's only happened 14 times, and
last month Asrubal Cabrera of the
Cleveland Indians did like it's usually
done at any level in baseball: With
runners on first and second he made a
diving catch of a line drive, touched
second base to get the runner trying to
tag up, and tagged out the runner
coming from first.

The Albany twist? Watching the
game was the city of Albany's only
player to reach the major leagues, Ron
Hansen. And another twist? The man
who last executed an unassisted triple
play was---Ron Hansen. He did it in
1968 while playing shortstop for the
Washington Senators. Hansen was
watching the Cleveland-Toronto game
while scouting for the Phillies.

=First one I've ever seen from the
stands,= Hansen told reporters. =That
kid is a real good fielder and has a great
future.
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A Great Tale from Kruk and Kuip

Perro Caliente And The Say-Hey Kid

by Mike Krukow and Duane Kuiper

Tito Fuentes conquered the fear of having a

good time a long time ago. He was one of the
most colorful players in San Francisco Giants
history. He was the first guy to wear wristbands,
headbands, gold chains and platform shoes. He
was the trendsetter for clothing and a trendsetter

for twirling a bat and a trendsetter for how to get

to first base on a base on balls.

He would literally walk to first. It would alw ays
upset the opposing team. Tito did not care. He
loved it when an opponent yelled at him. He was
the consummate hot dog, and the Giants fans
loved him. He was recently voted to both the
1960s and 1970s All-Decade Teams at second
base.

Willie Mays called him "Teeeee-toe."

Jack Hiatt called him "Tito Few-Hit-es."

The rest of the National League called him
"Perro Caliente," which is Spanish for hot dog.

You loved to play with him and you hated to play
against him. He always seemed to be in the right
place at the right time, and if you were an
opposing player trying to go hard into second
base to break up a double play, you could never
get a piece of him. He would vanish into thin air.
It was the magic of Rigoberto Fuentes, a.k.a.
"Tito."

Willie Mays has a great Tito story, and when
he tells it, he laughs out loud about four times.
Say "Tito" to Willie and he will smile.

Willie Mays had done a lot of amazing thingsi n
his great career, but never had he or anyone else
accomplished a "defensive cycle." A defensive
cycle is a four-assist game for an outfielder with
the putouts being recorded at every base, one at
first, one at second, one at third and one at home.
Mays had dreamed about doing this (which, by
the way, tells you something about the standard
and the throwing arm of Willie Mays).

The Giants were playing the Dodgers in San
Francisco in the late '60s with Don Drysdale on
the mound for the Bums and Gaylord Perry on the
mound for the Giants. Mays was in center and
Tito was playing second base.

In the third inning, Drysdale came up to bat
and roped a line drive to Mays in center field.
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Mays saw Drysdale put his head down and run at
about three-quarter speed down to first base.

Mays saw the running effort by Drysdale and
knew he had shot to gun him at first. Mays took
the ball on one hop and threw a bullet to Willie

McCovey at first; they nailed Drysdale by a half
step. Score it 8-3 on the putout.

In the fifth inning, the Dodgers center fielder,
Willie Davis, tried to go from first to third on a
base hit to center field. Foolish move « Mays
nailed him at third. Score it 8-5.

In the seventh inning, Maury Wills was on
second base when Tommy Davis hit a ground ball
up the middle for a base hit. Mays charged the
ball aggressively, hoping to get a chance at
Wills. He fielded the ball cleanly and came up
gunning with a one-hop strike to home. Wills is
nailed on a bang-bang play. Score it 8-2 on the
putout.

Finally in the ninth, Willie knew exactly what
was going on. He needed an assist with a putout
at second base to get the cycle. Up stepped Jim
Lefebvre, who promptly launched a line drive
into the right-center gap. Lefebvre hit first base
with one thing on his mind ¢ a double. Mays
headed straight for the gap, cut off the ball,
wheeled and fired a strike to second base where
his little second baseman, Tito Fuentes, was
waiting.

The throw from Mays was perfect. That was the
good news. The ball got to Fuentes with room to
spare and they should have gotten Lefebvre by
about five feet. Tito reached for the ball and it
squirted out of his glove. Lefebvre was safe. That
was the bad news. Mays was denied his
defensive cycle.

All Willie could do was look at Tito and yell,
"Teeeeeeeeeeeeeeee-toe what have you done?
Teeeeeeeeeeee-toe!" Tito looked up at his friend
in center field expecting to see an angry Willie
Mays. Instead, he saw Mays break out into a huge
smile, which then caused Tito to smile back.

"l sorry Meester W illie,” Tito said. "That
won't happen again." Willie could only shake
his head and know that Tito spoke the truth
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