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INSIDE EXTRA! 
TEAM REPORTS 

 
www.albanylittleleague.com 

Albany, California  

JUNIORS 
 

MISSION REDS 
Cerami Builders 

 

   The Mission Reds, undefeated in official games, have been 
dazzling fans and frustrating opponents with their smothering 
defense.  They are so unrelenting on defense that, against a 
strong Pinole team, they racked up a triple play wh en they 
needed only two outs.    
   Patrick Xu  has shown tremendous range at short, handling 
liners, hard grounders, and tricky bounces with eas e.  Infield 
play has been sharp, with Patrick , Jack Robinson, Jamie 
Mullan,  and  Marcellus Love contributing to double plays.  
At first base, Robert Bermudez  has been solid, and Jack  has 
impressed with his stretches.   David Jacobs and Nikko 
Edwards have been strong behind the plate, firing laser 
throws to nail runners.  Outfield coverage has been  
impressive, with acrobatic play by Marquess Valdez (and a 
double play assist), speedy coverage by Garrett Freeberg , 
running grabs by Eli Schwartz, and excellent sunfield play by 
Jamie.     
   Our pitchers have settled into a reliable groove , hitting the 
strike zone consistently.   Marcellus  notched eight K!s against 
the El Cerrito Red Sox; in the same game, Jack blan ked the 
side in the sixth.  Peter Schneider , Patrick, Nikko, and 
Garrett have contributed solid innings.  All our pi tchers have 
fielded their position well.  Especially outstandin g:  an all-
reflex backhand grab by Garrett, and Marcellus! lig htning 
pickoff throw to third. 

   We!ve had offense when we needed it, scoring 15 runs 
against the Seals and 13 against the NOLL Cubs, bea ting the 
Oaks 1-0 and the Red Sox 2-1.  Against the Seals, Sam 
Cheyette smoked a 2-RBI single and a double; Garrett and 
Nikko doubled in the same game.   Eli tagged Cubs pitching 
for three singles and two RBIs, and Robert has hit the ball 
hard to the outfield.  Rylan McCommons has shown good 
discipline at the plate, judging pitches well, garn ering walks 
and solid hits.  Marcellus blasted a triple to the fence against 
the Cubs, and Patrick, Peter, Garrett, David, Marqu ess, and 
Jack have added important hits.  Everyone has hustl ed on the 
bases.  Running aggressively, Peter stole home agai nst 
Pinole.  
   After their third game, the players agreed on th eir 
priorities:  to work on hitting, outfield relays, a nd checking 
signs.  Halfway through the season, manager Marc Jacobs  
and coaches Scott Robinson  and Joel Freeberg  are pleased 
with the team!s improvement; they hope the hitting will soon 
match the defense, but add that pitchers and catche rs are 
working together well, and the team!s focus, energy , and 
teamwork are excellent.  
  --- Sandra Grayson 
 

SEALS 
Goodman Landscape Design 

 

   Six weeks into the season, the team is starting to gel"or 
maybe congeal, some days it!s hard to tell which"as players 
settle into regular positions, hitters and pitchers  start to find 
their groove and fielders and baserunners new to Ju niors 
adjust to the bigger field and the more intricate strategy. 
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   Colin Armstrong "second best name in the league after 
Jack Robinson"is pretty much a fixture in center fi eld, and 
with his aggressiveness at the plate and speed on t he bases is 
an offensive force. While we!re on the subject of o ffense, first 
sacker Adam Lieber  looks and hits (and"sorry, kid"runs) 
like Boog Powell.  Adam could fall out of bed and h it a line 
drive. Macabe Camps is a steady middle infielder, a gutty 
and effective pitcher and a reliable hitter leading  off or in the 
two-hole. Rick Gentry  is solid at second base and in the 
outfield, and perhaps the best bunter on the ballcl ub.  Clay 
Langbein !s growth at catcher has been a pleasure to watch, 
as has Harry Pollack!s . Harry!s also made several key plays 
in the outfield.  
   If you!ve been at a Seals game and listened to t he cheer 
coming out of the team huddle and asked yourself: # What the 
hell was THAT?$, it was probably Mark Tingwald, pound for 
pound the loudest kid in Juniors, who backs up his spirit, 
hustle and unquenchable love of baseball with what seems 
like at least one key hit a game. Or how about the kid who!s 
always smiling and who just made an acrobatic play at 
second? That would be Irvin Quach . Camilo Vilaseca---
body by Tom Seaver, head by Bill #Spaceman$ Lee---k eeps 
everyone loose in the dugout and will someday be ke eping 
batters loose as well.  
   Speaking of keeping batters loose, the front lin e pitchers 
include Tom Miller,  purveyor of perhaps the least 
comfortable at-bats in the league, hard throwing re cent 
addition Orion Read , perennial All-Star first baseman and 
now hurler and starting shortstop Luke Rose , and the young 
man who!s so unassuming that you!re back on the ben ch 
before you realize he struck you out: #Il Assassino  Silenzio,$ 
Gabe Scaglione . 
  ---Jack Miller 

 

OAKS  
Berkeley Motor Works  

 

   The mighty Oaks had only a handful of practices under their 
belts before the start of the season, but that didn 't deter 
them from getting off to a quick start with wins over the El 
Cerrito Red Sox (13-7) and perennial Albany favorit e Beavers 
(7-2). The Oaks entered the season with a stable of  quality 
hurlers. Paul Kennedy  and Glenn Baral  returned for their 
second season on the big diamond, while newcomers Lucas 
Yovanovich , Nathan Gill , Elijah Cooper and Jack Burley  
have been outstanding on the mound in their first J uniors 
season. All have been very effective throughout the  first 
month of the season. 
   The offensive stars on opening day against EC we re late 
addition Andy Choi  with a bases-clearing triple, Paul with a 
two-run double and Glenn and Nick Lamb  at the top of the 
order with three and two tuns scored, respectively.  In the 
Oaks, most recent win over the North Oakland Marlin s (12-9), 
Jack and Elijah both banged extra base hits. Strong  infield 
work  from Armon Sanders  and Ryo Huntamer at second, 
Nike and Nathan at short, and Aaron Frankel , Nathan and 
Ryo at third has kept the Oaks in every game. The b ackstop 
pair of Jack and Connor Davidson  have blossomed in their 
rookie Juniors campaign. 
   The outfielders have produced some stunning work . In 
back-to-back wins over El Cerrito and North Oakland  
teams, Alex Malanche  threw out batters at first base on 
balls hit to right field, while Paul threw out a Se als' batter at 
first from center field. 
  ---Paul Kennedy 

 

BEAVERS 
Tannahill Realty 

(No Report Received) 

 

MAJORS 
 

ATHLETICS 
Albany Peace Officers 

 

   The Athletics have had a bit of a rough start th is season, 
but they continue to play competitively each week. Coach 
Steve Sutcher says, #The A!s are playing great fund amental 
baseball: throwing to the right bases, hitting thei r cuts, and 
playing with great enthusiasm.$          
   Already the team has had some home runs scored b y Sam 
Kreisberg  and Parker Denison . Sam has also become an 
extremely dependable first baseman and Parker throw s from 
third base without errors% Collin Calloway  makes colossal 
throws from centerfield all the way to third base o r home 
plate & what an arm he has% The A!s can count on Jethro 
Nieters  for being a trusty starting pitcher, and his hitti ng has 
steadily improved over the weeks. Jethro also does a groovy 
job at first base. Jesse Barber  plays second base 
aggressively and with lots of confidence & he!s qui ck and 
accurate, so runners* beware %  
   Robin Rosenberg  is another reliable pitcher and hitter, 
with a home run and a few doubles to his credit. Robin also 
throws big from the outfield and creates exciting c lose-call 
plays% Watch out behind home plate because you!ll f ind Reilly 
Seban  hustling as catcher and making superb calls for th e 
A!s. Reilly is also an energetic hitter and is alwa ys eager to 
make great hits for the team. Another second base p layer 
showing fabulous skills is Dylan Stevens . Dylan has greatly 
improved his range at second over these past few we eks.  
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   Reed Thomas-McLean  is another nifty hitter with a home 
run credit and does a top-notch job at short-stop. You!ll also 
catch Reed behind home plate playing exceptionally at 
catcher. Charlie Arriero  plays dynamite at third base with 
accurate throws to first base, and he is always rea dy to pitch. 
Charlie has been out a few games with a foot injury , but 
should be back in the game in no time at all% Tyler Prince  
plays a #noble$ right fielder and is #king$ of the first base with 
his #royally$ excellent plays% Tyler is also a soli d hitter. Kye 
Moffat  dominates left field with his fast legs and strong  
throws, and Kye does a fine job in the infield as t hird 
baseman. With all these amazing and talented ball p layers, 
the A!s are sure to have a season full of excitemen t% Go A!s% 
  --- Wanda Nieters 
 

BRAVES 
G. Anthony Freeman Insurance 

 
   Well, it!s been solid coaching and playing for A lbany!s 
mighty Braves so far this season.  With the league! s second 
best record as of this writing, Manager Rob Mullaney  is 
pleased at the way the lads are improving individually and 
how well they!re playing together as a team.  From the start 
of the season, these young Braves have put their be st foot 
forward, played with their hearts, and never looked  back, and 
any other sports clichés that may come to mind.  
   Individually, Robert Wu  leads the team with three round-
trippers so far and has simply dominated from the m ound this 
season with a daunting new motion, vicious speed, a nd fine 
control.  Also making great contributions on the mo und and  at 
the plate is Noah Amme,  recording 2 HRs and more Ks than 
I can count on my fingers.  Jack Johnson  rounds out the 
club of players who pitch and hit +em outta there , (and catch 
in his case), and another of our hurlers, Bob Ely !s come 
awfully close on the home run front a couple of tim es too.  
Just a matter of time, as they say. 
   Chris Mullaney  (another strong-hitting pitcher) has been 
solid all year, and simply destroyed a ball that on e-hopped 
the fence for a clutch ground rule double during ou r last 
game.  Gideon Lebowitz  has provided some stellar fielding 
at shortstop and second base, snagging line drives and 
grounders and turning the odd double play or two, w hile 
contributing his fare share of important singles an d doubles. 
Despite everyone mispronouncing his name, Tony Wang  (pr. 
+Wong!) has been solid all around, and, like last s eason, has 
produced clutch hits when we needed +em.  Likewise Brian 
#Left Field Line$ Juarez  has walloped his fair share of 
monsters to the left side, completely neglecting th e opposite 
field, but so what? 
   Nick Sternad and Ray Karam have been strong in the 
field, have started really smashing the ball, and a re poised to 
explode in the second half.  
   And despite injuries and absences, the Killer K! s: Kai 
Kramer  and Kolby #The$ Butcher  have been charting stellar 
progress since the beginning of the year, both in t he field and 
at the plate. In fact, Kai recorded the walk-off si ngle to beat 
the Giants two games ago. Go Kai% 
   Look for more great things from this team as we streak to 
the playoffs.  On second thought, maybe we!d better  keep our 
uniforms on.  Don!t wanna scare the little kids% 
  ---Josh Lebowitz 
 

CARDINALS 
Albany Lions 

 

   The season is in full swing, so to speak, and th e Cardinals 
are demonstrating their skills and potential to be a force to be 
reckoned with on the playing field. 

   Coach Matt Brewer  describes his team as #a bunch of 
fighters that don!t give up easily. They battle bac k every 
game. I!m really proud of them$. 
   A good example of this fighting spirit was seen Tuesday 
night, 4/15, at the Cardinal!s vs. A!s game. After falling 
behind 8-0, the Cardinal!s executed a powerhouse of a 3 rd  
inning, bringing in 5 runners thanks to a string of  doubles by 
Josh Goldman-Waters, Max Brawer, Carl Jacobs, and  
Sami Tuqan . Tuqan continued the streak with a double RBI 
home run in the 5 th  to tie the game. If this wasn!t enough of a 
nail biter, Jacobs kept the heat on and the game ti ed with 
precise and composed pitching until the very end. G reat 
fielding potential was showcased by right fielder Liam Pauley  
with a well executed throw to second baseman Jacob 
Beckman . Though the opponents managed to eek out a final 
run to make a win, the game left the audience awest ruck at 
the abilities of these rising stars. 
   Impressive abilities were apparent from the very  start. At 
the opening game, 3/22, Cardinals vs. Cubs, great d efense 
and strong batting skills gave the Cards a big lead . Miles 
McClure  demonstrated his ability as a hitter in the second  
inning with a triple that yielded an RBI, then comi ng home on 
a steal. Way to go Miles%  Jake Bass  didn!t let a fly go by as 
he fielded pop ups from 3 rd  base and left field. Second 
baseman Brad Kline  fielded repeat plays with first baseman 
Tuqan to keep opponents from reaching first base. W ay to 
hold them%    
   At the Cardinal vs. Giant!s game on 3/30, Noah Bremer  
was an exceptional pitcher, and in addition hit a d ouble in the 
fourth inning that generated an RBI to tie that gam e. Later 
runs scored by Pauley, Nick Kuhler , and an RBI by Kline 
established a strong lead that lead to a win.   
   Go Cardinals% Fans are waiting to see more this season. 
  ---Sue Johnson 

 

CUBS 
Arrow Glass 

 

 The Cubs are off to a strong start this season, and it all 
may be due to a pig. Manager  Elliot Peters  and coaches 
David Smay  and Jim Rowland  together have kept a steady 
hand on the till, guiding the team to a 5-1 record.   
 In addition to his solid defense and several stole n bags, 
lead-off hitter Arlo Rudy  provided the highlight (so far) of 
this young season, jacking a walk-off, inside-the-p ark home 
run in a hard-fought 2-1 victory over the Giants. Eian Peters  
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has proved dominating on the mound, with his strong  arm 
and fearsome demeanor. He has hit the ball hard all season, 
most of all on a home run against the Nationals, a no-doubter 
that cleared the center field fence by fifteen feet . Emmett 
Smay  has been hitting solid line drives all season and has 
proved once again that he is a most versatile playe r on a 
team full of them, fielding almost every position i n the first 
six games.  
 Graeme Greenwood  has made some great defensive 
plays at first and has proved to be a potent bat fo r the ursine 
nine. Prateek Lama  has had a couple doubles. Christian 
Fargeix  hit a triple over the center fielder's head and ca ught 
a soaring, a towering pop fly at 2nd versus the Bra ves. 
Preston So  hit one off the fence in the season-opener 
against the Giants and finished the game 2-for-3 wi th a 
double. Julien Scribner  has proved himself another flexible 
player for the potent Cubbies, playing 3rd, both co rner 
outfield positions, and a rock-solid 2nd base. He s moked a 
double against the Nationals after twice being 6dusted6 by the 
same big left-handed pitcher. Daniel Hibbard-Lubow has 
played a good shortstop and made a terrific play on  a deep fly 
ball against the Braves.  
 Cole Martiniak  has been the Cubs mainstay at pitcher, 
mixing in a killer curve with his potent fastball. He threw a 
complete game against the Giants, needing little mo re than 
forty pitches for six innings of work; and he hit h is first home 
run in the majors, a bomb into the East Field that was a line 
drive all the way. Alex Rowland  has proved to be the most 
versatile player on the whole team, perhaps the who le 
league. He's done it all: pitching, catching, outfi eld, infield, 
1st base. He hit his first home run in the majors v ersus the 
Cards. Lefty Aidan Gadberry  started the season on the 
Injured Reserve list; his coaches look forward to h is return to 
the line-up and his solid play at first.  
 Now if you were to ask the coaching staff why the Cubs 
came right out of the box winning five of six, they  would tell 
you it's because they have a terrific group of kids  who stay 
positive and play like a team. But if you were to a sk Emmett 
Smay the same question, he would tell you it's all because of 
a 6lucky plastic pig6 he brings to every game, whic h the 
players dutifully rub for luck before each start.  
 And in the humble opinion of this reporter, Emmett 's 
right.  It's the pig.  
  ---Eamon Scribner   
 

GIANTS 
East Bay Paint Center  

 

   The 2008 Albany Giants bring spirit and entertai nment to 
University Village baseball fields%   
   Calvin Bernard  and Ben Kleven  have proven to be two 
remarkable and dependable team leaders.   As strike -out 
kings, their performance on the mound is highly ant icipated 
and always fun to watch.  Ben!s effective play-call ing is 
etched in our minds.  We definitely need more leade rs like 
you% 
   Effortless fielding and aggressive base running make Joe 
Franco  and Krishan Chadha  unbeatable assets for the 
Giants.  Sharp-minded and prepared for anything, it !s rally 
time when they step up to the plate.  Leading at-ba t 
performances and dazzling infield plays prove they are well-
deserving of the Little League Golden Glove Award% 
   With fierce throwing arms and a genuine instinct  for the 
game, Alex Oyle  and Daniel Dempster  have both given 
impressive performances on the mound and  behind the plate.  
These two dedicated players bring nothing less than  their best 
every time they take the field.  Keep up the great work%   
   Jack Swett  continues to shine with strong defense on the 
corners and is always geared up for the next inning  with an 
outstanding attitude.  Solid outfield defense and a  quick stride 

make up just a couple of Camilio Feliciano!s ever-present 
talents .  Always cool and collected, with a powerful swing to 
boot, he!s a quiet inspiration% 
   Zachary Obstfeld!s  energy and focus behind the plate 
keeps the team on point.  He gives this sport his a ll.  He!s a 
natural and we value his spot on this team.  Withou t a doubt, 
Kirin Siebel!s mighty swing of the bat makes it all 
worthwhile.  Kiran plays with great heart and skill , and that!s 
a reward everyone receives when we watch him% 
   Our two fearless rookies have pulled through som e 
demanding practices, stinging blows to the body and  taunting  
pitchers%  John Xie  makes us proud with his undeniable and 
exciting progress.  With every at-bat comes more po wer and 
concentration.  Devon Copeland!s keen eye and persistence 
at the plate give the Giants great pride.  Together , their 
consistent plays at 2 nd  base give this team a vital defensive 
support.  Don!t ever  give up & you guys complete the team% 
    We can!t thank our wonderful and encouraging co aches 
enough%  Coach Brian, Joe and Fred:  Your time, eff orts, 
knowledge and true passion for little league baseba ll is a 
priceless element in our sons! growth. 
  ----Jeslin Rodriquez 

 

NATIONALS 
H.K.I.T Architecture & Planning 

 

   The Nats opened their season with three quick wi ns. In the 
hard-fought opener against the Giants, leadoff hitt er and 
sparkplug Matthew Mino  went 3 for 3 with a  long double, 
while James Stoner  pitched two solid innings with five 
strikeouts. Eli Baum  followed with three scoreless innings 
and the game was finished off by Shan Warren . The Nats 
scoring was led by Mino, Stoner!s double and RBI, and Kai 
Rasmussen !s two RBI single. 
   The National!s strong start continued with a rol ler-coaster 
win over the A!s, 14-10. The Nats batted around in the first, 
with Rasmussen, Teddy Swain , and Tyler Petersen  all 
knocking in RBIs. The high octane offense continued  in the 
second as Rasmussen knocked in Mino and Warren with  an 
off-field double. James Stoner!s pitching kept thin gs under 
control with two innings and three strikeouts. In t he third the 
Nats turned their first double play, Shan Warren-to -Eli Baum-
to-Tyler Caldwell to end a dangerous inning, under the solid 
pitching of Teddy. While the A!s came back hard, th e Nat!s 
bats stayed awake as Stoner, Rasmussen, and Baum kn ocked 
in crucial RBIs. Mino and Warren closed out the gam e with 
strong pitching. 
   The season!s third game saw the Nats ahead from the start 
against the Braves, with balanced hitting, defense,  and 
pitching. After a three run first via small ball, M atthew Mino!s 
and Tyler Petersen!s RBI doubles (along with a Shan  Warren 
RBI single) put the Nats up 5-1. Mino pitched three  innings of 
one run ball. The Nats closed it out in the fourth with three 
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more runs off triples by Mino and James Stoner, and  a Kai 
Rasmussen double off the fence. Warren and Eli Baum  limited 
the Braves to a single run over the last three inni ngs. 
   Nats bats finally cooled a bit in losses to the Cubs and 
Giants, though Michael  Stromberg , Teddy Swain, and Tyler 
Caldwell threw several tough innings and Kai blaste d a long 
homer in a near comeback against the Gigantes. 
   The warm weather awakened the offense in an 8-3 slugfest 
win against the A!s.  The hot-hitting top of the or der 
continued (Kai with another homer and double, Matth ew with 
two doubles, and Shan and James both two for two), but 
other key hits came from Ben Chinen  (two screaming 
singles), Tyler Peterson!s RBI double and single, Ian 
Finnegan  double and Eli Berson !s deep sac fly. The defense 
shined with Michael!s catch against the fence in ri ght and two 
stunning stops at short by Matthew.  
  ----Mark Rasmussen  
 

TRIPLE-A 
 

METS 
Bavarian Professionals 

 

   The AAA season is off to an exciting start, as s even well-
matched teams give it their all in game after unpre dictable 
game.   Among them, the 2008 Mets bring to mind our  
beloved Oakland A!s:  instead of relying on a super star or 
two, they!re a scrappy team of amazing breadth and pizzazz.  
On any given day, any number of players can (and do ) step 
up to carry the team.  And they seem to have a grea t time 
together doing it%  This comes in no small part fro m the 
example set by Manager Frank Knowles  and Coaches 
Peter Rosenfeld  and Lee Townsend , whose commitment 
and positive energy are infectious.    
   Pitching has been solid and exceptionally deep.   Veteran 
pitchers Henry Rosenfeld  and Eli Townsend  anchor the 
squad, reliably laying down strikes.  Fireballers Maxim 
Guzman  and Liam Knowles  intimidate opposing batters, 
while Ari Ball-Burack and  Ihson Nassiri confound them 
with pinpoint control.  And Andrew Whittemore  struck out 
three in his debut inning% 
   The Mets! defense ensures that batters who make it to first 
can!t expect to get far.  Mets fans have been thril led to watch 
the rocket arms of Cameron Daly , Andrew, and Henry 
consistently pick off would-be stealers.  Infield d efense 
started strong and has only improved:  Miguel de Laveaga  
makes astonishing long throws from third; Wally Brostrom  
and Liam make acrobatic reaches to haul in anything  in the 
neighborhood of first; Blake Johnson  and Caleb Monson  
shine with heads-up play at second; and Eli, Ari, a nd Ihson 
smartly run the infield while snaring everything wi thin reach 
of short.   Against the D!backs, Henry turned an un assisted 
double play from center field, catching a high fly ball, then 
running it in to step on second. 
   The Mets display a remarkable knack for getting on base, 
pounding out singles, patiently drawing walks---eve n taking a 
ball to the body when necessary.   And there has be en no 
shortage of power, with extra base hits from slugge rs Liam, 
Maxim, Andrew, and Henry.  But most exciting has be en the 
Mets! performance on the base paths, with their uni que mix of 
careful timing and wild abandon.  Fans can!t help s miling as 
they watch one Met after another stand, grinning an d 
bouncing on third base, waiting for the coach!s sig nal to take 
off" and steal home!   In one recent game, it happened at 
least eight times.  With that kind of nerve and ene rgy, you 
know this is a team to watch. 
  "--Jeff Burack 
 

 

REDS 
Mary & Joe's Sporting Goods 

 

   #We ARE fired up% Say, we are fired up. That!s r ight%$  That 
was the chant emanating from the Reds dugout in the  bottom 
of the last inning of their April 13 th  game against the Twins, 
when, down by eleven, they were enjoying a last-dit ch rally 
and making it look like they were ready to win it.   In the end, 
they left with a loss, but they walked off the fiel d truly fired 
up and ready for the next one.   
   And that!s the kind of team the Reds are.  It!s not that they 
don!t mind losing.  They actually haven!t had much 
experience with loss, being 5 - 2 as this article g oes to press.  
It!s that, as coach Andrew  Schwartz  said, #They!ve got tons 

of heart, and they never give up.  They!ve won lots  of close 
games in their last at bat.$  They!ve certainly com piled a long 
list of memorable moments. At the plate, Charles Rauch  has 
already racked up two inside-the-park homers, Jesse 
Nankin-Royer keeps the key hits coming, and  Josh Ooghe 
gave a lesson in keeping your cool after the Twins called a 
pitching change in the middle of his at-bat with tw o strikes on 
him, and he still came up with a key RBI-single.  Oscar 
Brown hit a big two-run double in the < th  against the White 
Sox to give the Reds the lead.  And in the 5 th  inning of their 
second game against the White Sox, Grady Camps took 
spectator Jami James! advice to #Stop smiling and h it the 
ball,$ blasting an awesome RBI triple to deep-cente r. .  Except 
he didn!t stop smiling.  
   Casey Hopkins  has been tearing up the base paths, 
stealing 2 nd  and 3 rd  in rapid succession against the 
Diamondbacks.  On the mound, Orion Lewallen  threw an 
amazingly efficient 12-pitch 1-2-3 inning against t he D-backs, 
and sidearm-artist Leo Pollack has retired the side at least 
once.  On defense, Chet Shemchuk made a beautiful play 
from center in the D-backs game, picking up a nasty  line-
drive and getting the ball all the way into home to  hold the 
runner at 3 rd .  And the Reds have been handily throwing out 
runners on attempted steals, with Leo Gould  making a 
spectacular tag at 3 rd  to put a Diamondback runner out.  The 
April 2 nd  White Sox game ended with a particularly exciting 
run-down, with catcher Noah Bennett rocketing the ball to 
Jake Schwartz at short, who played catch with first-
baseman Orion Lewallen  until the White Sox runner was out. 
   These boys sure know how to keep it exciting% 
  ---Leif Brown 
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ROCKIES 
Fulford Orthodontics 

 

The Rockies started their 2008 season with twelve a thletes 
in search of a team.  They all knew they could hit and they 
proved it in their first 8 games scoring an average  of 8 or 
more runs per game. But the big team wins came when  
pitching and consistent fielding combined with the big lumber. 
   The Rockies! first win of the season came in gam e 4, a 12-
11 squeaker over the Royals. Rowan O!Connell-Gates , 
Camden Sikes  and Max Katz-Balmes  teamed to provide  
solid pitching through six innings. Even with the b ig bats of 
Aren Yeghissian-Kanniean  and Sevrin Weiss  driving a 
combined three extra base hits to the outfield.  Th e extra 
inning struggle was finally won by the Rockies when  
O!Connell-Gates stole two bases and then scored the  winning 
run on an overthrow at third. 
   Another win came against the White Sox, 9-2.  Ca mden 
Sikes pitched three major league innings allowing only one 
run and striking out a team record 7 White Sox hitt ers. The 
Rockies defense also played like pros with the reli able 
catching of Jacob Kelly  stopping base runners in their tracks 
and the cool hands of Leeor Bentovim  stopping a searing 
line drive at second to end a promising White Sox r ally. 
Trevor Wescott  led the offense with two doubles and two 
RBI!s. Ben Velasquez  took his turn with a high hard double 
that burned the atmosphere coming down. Randall Ma  broke 
out his offensive game with a timely single and som e quick 
base running to advance and score a run.  

Against the always dangerous Mets, the Rockies 14-9 . An 
offensive battle defined the game throughout with David  
Marcus  on base and running the bases with his usual quick  
instinct. Singles and doubles flew for 4 innings wi th everyone 
on the team either hitting getting on base or scori ng a run. 
But Nathan Greco  owned the game moment when he took a 
2 and 2 high fast ball deep over the center field f ence for the 
Rockies first home run of the season. Way ta go Gre -co% 

In our second game against the White Sox, it was Ca mden 
striking out eight in a three-inning stint.  Sev ad ded four 
more as he worked the fifth and sixth frames.  In t he field, 
Leorr provided a sparkling catch at second, while k ey hits 
came from Max, Trevor, and Ben, Rowan, and Nathan.  

 --- Martin Gates  
 

TWINS 
Shooting Stars 

 

   The Twins are off to a great start this 2008 Lit tle League 
Season, with a team full of committed and talented baseball 
players. The pitching has been fast and accurate, w ith 
Clayton McDonald , Miles Martinez , Jackson Freeman , 
Avery Tonkyn  and Josh Friedkin  all pitching innings where 
they can take credit for all three outs.  Jackson h ad a 
particularly acrobatic catch of a line drive with a n over the 
shoulder, from the ground, throw to first, for an o ut in our 
win over the Diamond Backs.  In our win against the  Reds, 
Josh pitched a three-up, three-down inning, and Cla yton 
closed the game as pitcher, making all three outs, the last a 
beautifully caught infield fly. 
   The fielding has been stellar as evidenced by th e double 
play in our win over the Mets:  Elijah Hoffman  fielded the 
ball at second, with a quick toss to Josh at first for the first 
out. Josh showed fast thinking as he then threw the  ball 
beautifully to Hank Rugg  at third for out number 2. In the 
second inning of the same game, Marlon Guandique  made 
two great stops at second base, with perfect throws  to Abe 
Hill  at first, for two outs in a row, and Elijah caught  a fast line 
drive at third, making baseball look easy%%%  Alec Adams  
showed skill in catching pop flies in both our wins  over the 
Rockies and the White Sox . Ian Kidder  showed his defensive 

skills catching pop flies, as well as making the lo ng throw 
form first to third accurately in our game against the D!Backs. 
In our game against the Royals, a long huge throw f rom 
Clayton in right field to Josh at catcher, caught t he runner 
trying to score; beautiful%%% 
   The Twins are crushing the ball.  In our win ove r the Reds, 
Avery had an inside the park home run, with a stron g hit to 
right field, followed by amazing base running. Josh  started off 
the season with an awesome triple on the very first  pitch of 
our very first game.  Miles also hit a beautiful tr iple in our 
game against the Rockies. Henry Bazakas  hit a powerful 
triple to the left field fence in our battle agains t the Sox, and 
Hank had a huge hit down the third base line for a triple 
against the D!Backs%% In that same game, Abe hit an  amazing 
double for an RBI, followed by a double by Alec who  then 
craftily stole home for the winning run of the game %  Marlon!s 
beautiful double in our game against the Reds was c elebrated 
by one and all. 
   And then there is our base running.  The Albany Little 
League Twins will go down in history as the team wi th the 
MOST stolen bases. #I cannot be more proud of the T wins in 
this first part of the season$ says Coach Dale Free man, #their 
+never give up attitude has resulted in 5 come from  behind, 
and < total wins, with contributions up and down th e line up.$ 
  ---Sarah Whitmer 
 

WHITE SOX 
Albany Bowl 

 

   It!s early, folks, with no sign that it will be getting late any 
time soon for this enthusiastic group of newcomers and older 
hands earning those black socks with all their hard  work. 
   The most senior among these Sox provide leadership on 
both sides of the plate, with Sam Lombardi  arresting all 
runners as catcher, while his talents as an RBI spe cialist are 
an increasing asset.  Another dominant force behind  the plate 
is fellow veteran, Michael Castillo ,  whose contagious skills 
are catching among the entire Sox crew.  Against th e Rockies, 
for example, newcomer Richard Bayne , smartly covering 
2nd , caught Michael!s rocket of a pick and put down a skillful 
tag"leadership and teamwork coupling to turn a toug h play 
in the midst of a tough inning. 
   The fever!s also brewing for James Bartlett , who is 
establishing himself as a menacing catcher and an i ncreasing 
offensive presence.  With his seemingly effortless snag of a 
wicked, screaming shot on third base against the Re ds, 
Jeremy Lane  needs no doctor to diagnose the signs of his 
share in the sickness, while teammate Ethan  Salzman!s 
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uncanny ability swat utterly implausible pitches pa st opposing 
defenses confirms that he!s caught it, too% 
   Nico Bilbao!s  sabbatical year in the #beautiful game$ 
prepared him to run the bases beyond beautifully, as he stole 
all bases, including home, in both of his first two  games with 
the Sox.  Meanwhile, teammate Dixon Layton  is unleashing 
some beautiful offense of his own early this season , with a 
beaut! of a shiner as a momento of one of his most recent 
safe slides into home.   
   Straight from the Angels to serve up some celest ial 
sweetness from the mound, Will Fainaru-Callahan bedevils 
batters, while Kaylan Sykes ,  also up from AA this year, is 
establishing himself as a solid pitcher, too.  His smooth, fast 
release and confident ease steadies the defense beh ind him 
while his happy bat rattles opposing defenses. 
  Somebody please  get out the smoke detectors for Austin 
Warren "on fire at bat and firing up the Sox defense with 
seemingly implausible playmaking from every positio n.  And 
flamethrower Jordan Williams  is equally ablaze, dispatching 
six batters in a mere 18 pitches in one recent game .  #Lights 
out$ pitching and #light-+em-up$ hitting"JG=E"Jorda n Gas = 
Electric. 
   Players? We!ve got +em.  Wins?  We!ll get +em.   
  ---Sarah Layton       
   

ROYALS 
Albany Firefighters 

(No Report Submitted)  
 
 

DIAMONDBACKS 
Lanesplitter Pizza 

(No Report Submitted)  
 

DOUBLE-A 
 

ANGELS 
Dr. Kenneth Brehnan, DMD, MS  

 

   While Pirates and the Phillies each overcame Ang els 13-4 in 
our first two games, Jaxon Stuhr  hit a double the first 
inning, caught two in the outfield the second, and pitched 
fabulously the first half of the game.  Sebastian Jones  hit a 
double, and Alexander White (who pitched the second half), 
Lucas Greenbaum  and Jerome Wei  (who later stole third) 
hit singles, and scored all four runs that same inn ing.   
   In the next game against the Phillies Paulo Amaro  hit a 
double while Spencer McCarthy, Rakesh Dasilva , Jerome 
Wei and Alex White all hit singles, and scored thre e runs.  
Paulo Amaro  scored the final run.  Lucas pitched the first 
half and Wei the second with Maxx Banks  catching on both 
days: #I think I!m the only one who has played catc her every 
time,$ he said proudly several games later. 
   Games four and five against the Yankees marked a  vast 
improvement for the Angels (who took the lead for t he first 
time), despite the challenge one Yankees fast pitch er 
presented.  Following a hit (by the pitch, not his bat), Simon 
Zeigler made a solid single into right field. Alex struck o ut 
the side in the second inning, and Jaxon caught a pop fly.  
Under tremendous pressure, Sebastian hit a single f ollowing 
two outs during 5 th  and final inning. 
   In a pickle during the first inning of game five , Lucas 
attempted to steal second and Jerome went for third .  Both 
put it in reverse, and both were safe%  Later, Maxx  hit a 
single, loading the bases.  That same inning, Tristan Holsen  
caught a high fly. 
   Three stolen bases during the next game inspired  a 
comeback for the Angels with Spencer scoring the fi rst run 
and Herschel Portnoy  knocking one into right field, before 

stealing second.  Later, Herschel swiftly threw out  a runner at 
second for the third out of the game.  In the final  inning, 
Tristan belted a beautiful base hit then stole two more bases, 
not to mention another single later in the game.  P aulo made 
a double and stole third, but the Yankees prevailed  once 
again. 
   Despite a minor losing streak, the Angels showed  marked 
improvements both individually and as a team.  Acco rding to 
Coach Mark Stuhr, #I am proud of our team!s progres s; they 
have worked so hard and it is starting to really sh ow.  I!m 
seeing improvements in each of them as well as a rh ythm in 
practices and games, working together on skills.  W e'll break 
through soon,$ he added.  
  ----Kathryn McCarthy 
 
 
 

ORIOLES 
Mr. Rooter 

 

   The outstanding Orioles, a crafty conglomeration of players 
mostly from the Single-A teams of the mighty Marlin s and the 
bravura Blue Jays, have started off this season wit h some 
wicked pitching and fielding.  They are working the ir best to 
perfect their own skills needed at this next level of play and 
are coming together as a team.   
   Daniel Colwell  had a brilliant season opener pitching the 
first three innings of play and allowing only 1 hit , no runs, 
and notching 5 big K!s.  Notable Oriole fielding ha s  Dylan 
Hensley  snagging a ball flying back to him on the pitcher! s 
mound and quickly turning and flipping it to the re ady and 
waiting hands of Ella Hoffman  at first.  Tate Hoyer  
displayed his on-the-mark skills when he fielded a ball in right 
field, sent it flying to his cut-off man, who then fired it home 
for a tag-out at the plate.   
   The Orioles are also soundly taking care of the opposition!s 
attempts to steal bases.  A beautiful example was Ethan 

Ostrow's  up-and-ready response at catcher with a quick 
throw to Claire Fargeix  at second, followed by a rundown to 
put an end to an attempted steal.  Ben Church , an all-
around solid utility player, has put in performance s of solid 
defense and offense in spite of his family roots in  cricket.   
   With their booming bats, the Orioles are stringi ng together 
their hits and tallying up some serious RBIs.  A co uple of 
times Cory Sterner  started off a fruitful at bat with a solid 
single and followed that with steal of  second, and  then third.     
Kieran Halloran  is tuning his batting skills and pulled off a 
double steal with Ethan early this season.  Nate Sanders  
seems unstoppable with his prowess and power at the  plate.  
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Nearly every trip to the trip results in a hit and often it's a 
double or a triple.  
   Josh Solomon-Culp , a late addition to the team, has also 
wreaked havoc with the bat with a double at his fir st at bat as 
an Oriole, followed in succession by several more i n 
successive games.  Henry Brusseau  continues to display his 
all-around offensive skills with his deadly bat and  string of 
multiple RBIs, toughness when hit by pitches, At ca tcher, his 
always-ready attitude and back-handed stops are a 
trademark.   
   Yes, we have an up-and-coming team on our hands which 
is sure to keep us entertained.  
  ---Kym Sterner 
 

PADRES 
Mechanics Bank 

 

   The 2008 Padres have put together a happy-go-luc ky first 
five games that have them smiling.  After a slow st art, the 
Padres! bats came alive and their base-running madn ess has 
driven their run production into a steady climb.  P ower 
slugging Rowan Craig  has gone deep for extra bases 
repeatedly, crushing three triples & two against th e Pirates 
and one against the Orioles.  Benji Rossi  slugged a triple 
against the Yankees and went deep for doubles again st the 
Red Sox and Phillies.  Nicolas Lin smashed a triple and a 
deep single to center field against the Yankees.  Michael 
Noland!s consistent hitting with runners in scoring position  
has been a major contributor to the Padres! run pro duction.  
JJ Quintero, Jr. hit a double and a single against the Red 
Sox, while Jin-Young Heo and  Jonathan DeWitt each  
connected for doubles against the Yankees.  Alex Orebic has 
singled and scored in all but one game game.  
   On defense, Nathan Fillingim-Selk, Cameron Henritzy, 
and Jin-Young Heo  have all turned in fine pitching 
performances, each of them striking out the side ag ainst the 
Yankees.  The Padres! fielding is also improving.  Finn 
Rudy!s strong play at first base and Joe Goose!s golden 
glove work have contributed to a steady stream of P adre put 
outs.  Rowan Craig turned a nifty double-play again st the Red 
Sox after catching a pop fly, and Michael Noland kn ocked 
down a bad hop in the same game to get the out.  Th e Padres 
are showing good hustle and having a great time doi ng it.  
Coach Jeff Fillingim-Selk  summed up the first five games 
when he said #every single one of the Padres is imp roving 
tremendously, and as the season continues, you may wonder 
if this  bunch of Padres is actually contending for the Nat ional 
League West title.$ 
  ---Matthew Orebic 

 

PHILLIES 
Albany Rotary 

 

   The Phillies have struck another blow for libert y%  They've 
started off the 2008 season with revolutionary hitt ing, a 
constitutionally-sound defense, and the sort of tea mwork that 
shows a brotherly kind of love.       
   Angelo and Justice Paraiso-Caceres  embody that 
brotherliness (literally) with strong defense and e xcellent 
pitching.  #Versatile$ is Anthony Gaskins!s  middle name, as 
he has slugged, run, pitched and fielded like a pro .  Daniel 
Lee  continues to find the #sweet spot$ of the bat with  multiple 
extra-base hits and displays great speed on the bas es.   
   Ryan Neumann!s  fielding skills at third and first show him 
to be a keystone of the Phillies, while Charley Ross  shows 
how opponents of liberty can be struck out at the p late.  
Ethan Seder  backs up his big bat with solid defensive work, 
particularly at first base and behind the plate.   
   When Gianni Bloom  strides to the plate he can be counted 
on to ring a loud bell, and his defense shows nary a crack in 
it.  Opponents have learned to fear Liam #Blues Shoes$ 
Rohlsson , especially when he's pitching or batting.  #Don!t  
Tread on Me$ is Jessie Valva!s  slogan in the outfield, where 
his speed and strong throwing arm makes him a force  to be 
reckoned with.   
   While melting their opponents with their hot pit ching, and 
smacking them with home runs, the duo of Benjamin 
Jackson  and Cody Sim  have put the sizzle in the Phillies! 
cheese steak. 
  ---Chris Jackson and Shelley Clark 
 

 
PIRATES 

Five Little Monkeys 
 

  Forget that they!re undefeated as of this writing ; there!s 
something bigger and better brewing with the 2008 A lbany 
Pirates. 
   Picture this:  the Pirates have had three scorel ess innings 
and the Padres are gaining on them. There!s one dow n and 
nobody on in the top of the sixth. The mood could easily be 
desultory. 
   But when Gabriel Raulet  steps up to the plate, a cheer 
rises from the dugout: #Let!s go, Gabriel, let!s go % Let!s go, 
Gabriel, let!s go%$  
   Gabriel punches a single through the infield, ki cking off a 
four-hit, two-run rally. 
   Or this:  Eli Dinneen  comes in to pitch the bottom of the 
sixth against the Phillies. He!s off the mark, and two of the 
first three batters reach base on coach-pitch. But the Pirates 
rally behind Eli, and he blazes through the next tw o batters to 
end the game with a pair of strikeouts. Lev Corne , a AA 
veteran and spirited team player, leads the charge to 
congratulate Eli, and the whole team piles on to ce lebrate. 
   So see, the Pirates aren!t just winning, they!re  turning into 
a baseball team.  
   #They!ve progressed amazingly well,$ says Manager Jerry 
Schreibstein , #especially in terms of being in the proper 
place in different situations.$ 
   Evidence?  Brandon Ross  playing the line at third and 
robbing a pull-hitting Padre of extra bases, Lev pl aying smart, 
heads-up second base and always hustling, George Elsbury  
robbing a Padres! slugger of a homerun by rifling t he ball in 
from left field, and Owen Cooper  consistently making crowd-
pleasing plays, like a recent leap and tumble snag of a tough 
pop-up.  
   Shay Schreibstein  has quickly learned to set the tone with 
stellar early inning pitching"his form, control and  measured 
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pace regularly putting the Pirates in charge"and Oliver 
Cooper , who attributes the Pirates winning ways to 
#teamwork and always trying your best,$ is on a rol l at the 
plate. 
   Gabriel, Cedric Epple  and Gabe MacClure  seem to get on 
base with solid hits every at-bat. Will Tokunga  has been 
crushing the ball, and Kamran Hegler  can!t make it to the 
batter!s box before the opposing team!s coaches sta rt moving 
their outfielders back. No matter who!s at bat, sto mping, 
fence-rattling cheers punctuate every hit. 
    #We!re always cheering each other on,$ explains  Eli, #and if 
you get something wrong, your teammates are nice ab out it.$ 
    #It makes everyone feel good,$ Lev elaborates. #It builds 
their confidence and helps them get better.$ 
   Wise words from the team!s AA veterans. But Cedr ic puts it 
pretty well, too: #The best part of being a Pirate, $ he says 
confidently, #is being a Pirate.$ 
  ---Beth Manning 
 
 
 

RED SOX 
Lee Miles Transmissions 

 

   With apologies to Billy Beane, the Red Sox, will  be 
competing with a slew of young-armed, 7-year-old pl ayers to 
compliment the 8 and 9-year old Red Sox Nation. 
   All of our players had opening day butterflies, but Esai 
Santos  took the mound and preceded to strike out five of the 
nine batters he faced. Noah Winkleman  continued the 
masterful pitching by only facing eleven batters in  three 
innings.  In a pitchers duel, the Red Sox finally s cored on  
consecutive singles by Riley Ridgway , Noah , Jedrek 
Sanchez-Howe , Johannes (Yo-Yo) Kalonji , James 
Colwell , Aaron Rudasingwa  and Mark Riggio-Kerley .  
When the Yankees did hit the ball, Luke Tannahill , Tom 
Ronnigen  and Nicky Johnstone  all teamed up to make 
stellar defensive plays. 
   Against the Pirates, Noah and Aaron pitched four  innings of 
great baseball, supported defensively with great ca tching by 
Mark Riggio-Kerley  and Luke and Johannes made good 
plays from second base and shortstop.  While Nicky,  Riley and 
Jedrick  all had hits in the game, the Red Sox rall ied in the 
bottom of the fifth with a two run rally. Esai led off with a 
double and was brought home by Yoyo. After Aaron si ngled 
and stole two bases, Mark completed our comeback sc oring 
Aaron with a single.  
   And in our game against the Orioles, we only sui ted up 
seven players due to Spring Break vacations, but th ose who 
played enjoyed running around the bases----a lot.  Our most 
recent addition, Domenic Salvo   made his pitching debut 
and did quite well.  Yoyo and James also did their first 
pitching, but it was the Red Sox bats that packed a  punch.  
Noah had four hits while catching the whole game. E sai, 
James, Nicky, Riley and Domenic all had three hits and Yoyo 
had four. They all had plenty of fun scoring a lot of runs. 
   Against the Yanks, the Red Sox wasted no time.  Esai led 
off the game with a single and quickly scored on Yo yo!s triple. 
Aaron doubled and James, Jedrick and Tom hit consec utive 
singles scoring two more runs.  While Aaron kept th e Yankees 
bats quiet, Luke Tannahill  started another rally with a base 
hit, Domenic was hit by a pitch and Esai, Yoyo, Aar on, Marc, 
and James all had hits and the Red Sox erupted for a 5-run 
inning.  Jedrek also made his pitching debut workin g 2 
innings, and Noah worked hard behind the plate, dar ing the 
mighty Yankees to steal on him. 
   The Red Sox are showing tremendous hustle, deter mination 
and teamwork while having fun on and off the field.    
  ---Manager Marco Santos 
 

YANKEES 
Design-A-Sign 

 

   The Yankees improved their play from season open ing tie 
with the Red Sox to their recent win against the An gels. They 
also showed great character by never quitting when behind 
and making every pitch, play and at-bat count. 
   William Butcher  started a late rally against the Sox by 
hitting a towering home run into right. Riley Lee  singled and 
scored from first after Joe Hudson lined a bullet to left for a 
double to secure the tie.   
   While down a run in the third game of the season , AJ 
Kinstlick pitched a scoreless inning and Spencer Guffy got 
the offense going by ripping a double down the line  to put 
tying and winning runs on base. Joe won the game by  
blasting a 3-run homer.  
   John Lombardi  showed great defense on the mound 
against the Padres recording three strike-outs, cle anly fielding 
two come-backers and snatching a sizzling line driv e. William 
Layton!s speed ignited the offense with a base hit ground 
ball and then quickly stealing second. William!s ho t bat 
delivered three hits for the day. Adriano Di Costanzo  
contributed a RBI single driving home Joe from seco nd. The 
Yankee bats continued swinging with Thomas Roche  getting 
a base hit, stealing second and third and scoring o n Josh 
Temple!s  single into right field. Josh is getting timely hi ts 
and had the only RBI against tough Philly pitching earlier in 
season. 
   In the Yankees! most recent game against the Ang els, 
Adriano pitched scoreless first, Joe Hudson hit ano ther homer 
and Spencer delivered two hits. Noah Gabriel  got on base, 
stole second and was beaned while safely stealing t hird. Josh 
ran for Noah and came home on Michael McCabe!s  scorcher 
to left. Michael produced a run earlier against the  Red Sox 
after getting plunked by ball, stealing second and coming 
home on single by Noah. The offense heated up again  in last 
inning as Riley lined triple to left and came home on Joe!s 
single. Adriano ripped a single to left to move him  to second 
and Joe scored when Noah shook off injury to stroke  a single 
to center. Thomas crushed two run triple to deep ce nter to 
complete scoring and AJ hurled three strike-outs to  ensure 
victory. 
   The boys in pinstripes know they can compete aga inst 
anyone now and should continue to improve with the help of 
their great coaching staff.  It!s going to be excit ing% 
  ---Randell Lee 
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Single-A 
 

ASTROS 
Elephant Pharmacy 

 

      No score has been kept in the Astros! ®  first five games, 
but the Astros have played like winners.  Each play er has 
contributed with bat, glove and a positive attitude . 
   In their game against the Marlins, Patrick Leiser  got an 
unassisted out at third base, had several hits, and  won the 
game ball. David Barer  had a solid hitting performance with 
several RBIs.  Evan Mallah  smashed 2 triples and a ground 
rule double.  Sonja Stott  hustled after balls in the outfield 
and got them into the infield quickly.  Jayda Fletcher  chased 
down a ball in the outfield and held the runner at second 
base, and has defined the catcher!s crouch this who le season.  
No ball got past Nate Peterson , catching a fly ball for an out 
and throwing out runners. 
   Against the Rangers, Jackson Blum  hit a tape-measure 
shot, almost clearing the left field fence, and a s creaming line 
drive.  David caught a high pop fly at third base a nd 
everything else that came his way.  In Atticus Pallock!s  
debut at bat, he almost took out the pitcher with a  line-drive 
comebacker.  Showing resilience at shortstop he too k a 
grounder to the side of the head and kept the ball in the 
infield.  Later, he chased down a runner trying to take an 
extra base.   
   Evan took a bad hop to the face in warm-ups (tha nks to 
everyone who helped clean up this field, we are see ing fewer 
bad hops), but in the game he stopped a hard ground er, 
stayed with it and threw out the runner.  Tyler  Chace  used a 
strong swing to hit the ball consistently hard, and  Sonja 
racked up several base hits with great focus and in creasingly 
good contact, winning the game ball. 
    Against the Tigers, Christopher Gallagher-Bartlett  hit a 
hard smash, the sort of hit that +stros fans have come to 
expect from him.  Jackson won the game ball for goo d hitting 
and sportsmanship.         
   Against the Brewers, bats came alive in the firs t inning, 
including a drive by Theo Seeds  off the fence in the gap.  
Later, Tyler made a good stop on a shot up the midd le.  
Nate!s well-hit ball plated two.  Christopher!s lon g drive in the 
gap earned the game ball.           
   The Astros! last game against the Mariners showe d more 
improvement across the board.  Theo caught a popup at 
catcher, and he combined with Jackson for two doubl e plays 
to earn the game ball.  Christopher made a strong t hrow from 
deep in right field to hold a runner at third.   Ja yda was a 
hitting star, sharply hitting a ground ball to plat e two runs 
with the last swing of the game.    
   As the Astros approach midseason, their level of  play has 
risen to a stratospheric height evocative of their name.  
Coach Monte and Coach Mark thank all the parents greatly for 
their help in making this fun season possible.  Go Astros%%  
  ---Mark Mallah and Robert Seeds 
 
 
 

 

BLUE JAYS 
I Song Orthodontics 

 

   According to Wikipedia, Blue Jays are highly cur ious and 
very intelligent birds  
   The same can be said for this year!s crop of 
Albany/Berkeley natives on the Single A team of the  same 
name. Eleven highly curious, intelligent #birds$ wh o have 
quickly established themselves on the diamond as a team 
that plays with big hearts and bigger smiles. 

   Defensively, this Blue Jays squad is solid. Elias Whitmore,  
a Single-A veteran, plays the hot corner and in a recent 
practice, threw a perfect strike (on the fly) to fi rst base. 
Amina Tuqan  catches nearly every ball that comes her way, 
which makes sense, considering #playing catch$ with  her 
brother is one of her favorite activities.  Theo Bazakas , like 
his favorite player, Derek Jeter, is a great field leader and 
knows exactly what base to throw the ball to and wh en. 
Conor Norris  who played the pitcher position last game 
scooped up two ground balls in a row and threw out both 
baserunners at first base.   
   Offensively, the Blue Jays are hitting their str ide.  Dylan De 
Lancie  and  Eli Kane,  both products of the Thousand Oaks 
farm system, always get their bats on the ball  And  good luck 
trying to get them out & their lightning fast speed  around the 
bases causes all sorts of trouble for opposing team s (and they 
both love pizza).  Oscar Ashley!s  favorite team is the A!s, 
which must be where he gets his patience at the pla te. He 
does a stellar job of waiting, waiting, waiting for  just the right 
pitch to put in play. Mitchell Buchan  also has great eye at 
the plate and always seems to hit the ball in the h ole, just out 
of reach of the opposing players. 
   Matthew #Matty$ Brusseau,  brings a solid left-handed 
bat to the team and, like his favorite player Eugen io Velez, he 
doesn!t stop hustling.  The hard-hitting Graeme Norris is a 
pure contact hitter with lots of talent and Mamu Doumbia  
recently hit a towering high fly ball that stayed u p in the air 
for what seemed like days. 
   The Blue Jay eleven are proving that a good atti tude, 
teamwork and fun leads to----more fun. 
  ----Scott Kane 
 
 

 
MARINERS 

Dominio's Pizza 
 

   Starting with the Little League parade back in M arch there 
was a certain freshman feel to the team, a scatteri ng of navy 
blue jerseys up and down Solano & no longer. The 20 08 
Mariners have taken the field and the dust is flyin g. The 
uniforms are dirty, the gloves are warmed up and th e knees 
of pants aren!t the only things ripping.  
   The Mariners are shaping up to be a strong offen sive team. 
The fence of the East field has taken a beating by players Arif 
Zamil , Mateo Rodriguez  and Benjamin Miller . This 
offensive triumvirate is issuing a warning to Marin ers fans and 
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foes alike: park behind the fence of East Field at your own 
risk. 
   Robert Ezra Stern  has been providing solid manpower and 
brainpower, fueled by his at-bat intake of burritos  and his on-
the-bench reading of his favorite book. Or maybe th e combo 
of the two is fueling Robert Ezra!s solid hitting a nd 
determined fielding. Zev Ruffett-Davis  is holding his own 
with these fellows, hitting a hard line drive again st the 
Brewers on April 9 th . Zev also looks commanding in the 
catcher!s uniform, the steely glint in his eye dari ng runners to 
come home. 
   The Stevenson Brothers , Xavier and Gabriel  (Gabe)  
are proving to be a dynamic duo. Both are strong hi tters. 
Gabe is determined to get on base at every chance, with a 
strong line of doubles and hard hit singles so far this season 
while Xavier is determined to swing as hard as poss ible and 
can hit a line drive at will. 
   Ezra Mander  has proven to be a strategic defensive player, 
consistently backing up his teammates. At last Wedn esday!s 
game against the Astros, fans weren!t sure if the g low in 
outfield was the setting sun or Ezra!s golden glove . Noah 
King  is an easygoing teammate who proved to be 
unperturbed in position of pitcher during an active  inning 
against the Astros. Coaches Mike Sim  and Kai Mander  look 
forward to seeing what Noah has in store for the up coming 
games. 

   Matthew Sim  can be counted on to keep a cool head no 
matter his position in the field. Matthew plays pit cher and all 
bases with equal amounts of aplomb and confidence. He!s 
also a solid hitter who can be counted to do what i t takes to 
get to base. Noah Ball-Burack  is another Mariner who is a 
consistent contact hitter and aggressive defensive player. 
   Coach Mike is impressed with his team so far and looks for 
continued great progress in the games to come. Go M ariners% 
  ---Barb Bremner 

 
MARLINS 

 

   The Mighty Marlins have become an energetic and 
unstoppable force.  Manager  Nathan Friedkin  devotes 
endless hours at the helm of this great group of ki ds. Coaches 
David Gabriel , David Jung and other parent volunteers 
work hard to give each player invaluable encouragem ent.  
Says Nathan, #Coaching the Marlins has been a great  joy.  
This is a highly-spirited group of kids, with a ter rific mix of 
rookies and veterans, all playing their hearts out each and 
every time they step between the lines. What is esp ecially 

rewarding is to see the development of our team che mistry as 
kids have begun to root for and compliment each oth er during 
the games ."    
   Aaron Friedkin (>1) led off the first game with a solid hit.  
The season was off to a great start%  The youngest player, 
Aaron gets some of the biggest hits.  Big slugger, Derek 
Jones Jr.  (>9) made a huge hit to the outfield.  Derek!s 
made some really great plays throughout the season.   
Cleighton Roberts  (>3) got a nice hit to first.  He is a star 
player and connects electrically with the ball.  Aidan Gabriel  
(>5) hit a tricky grounder.  Aidan is famous for hi s lightening 
running speed.  Emanuel #Eman$ Gordis (>2) hit a 
dramatic homer.  Emanuel is a great fielder.  Great  first game 
Marlins% 
   In the second game  Borna Karimi (><) hit an awesome 
grand slam homer.  Borna runs  super fast . Jared Ferguson 
(>7) hit the ball far into the outfield.  Jared has  mastered all 
aspects of the game.  Brennan Jung (>13) made his team 
proud with a high hit. Big hits and Brennan go toge ther like 
peanut butter and jelly.  Dominic Treseler (>10) got to 
second on a grounder to the bleachers, a great hit.   Dominic 
is an attentive and effective team player.  
   In the third game, Jaipal Brar  (>4) made a nice, square 
hit, which brought in a run.  He!s got a high RBI%  In the next 
inning Brian Hingerty  (>14) hit long  into left field which 
brought a runner home.  He is known for his great t eamwork.  
Trenton Black (>8) led off the third inning with a single, 
which began an explosive inning for the Marlins.  K udos to 
Trenton%   
   Go Marlins% 
   With others, Marlin parents have been working ha rd on the 
East Field.  Thanks to Team Parents ( Erica and Stephen 
Black ) for taking the lead in making the field a much sa fer 
environment for the kids. 
  ---Emily Gordis 

 
RANGERS 

John & Sue Griffin 
 

   After grinding out the first four games on the E ast Field, the 
Rangers had a warm and beautiful first day on North  field.  
The infield grass #just stops the ball,$ quipped Gabriel Loza , 
after running home at the bottom of the first innin g.  North 
Field was a great treat. 
   Coach Brian Burley  explained, #The Rangers season has 
started with a flurry of activity.  The kids are ha ving 
fun learning to catch, throw, and hit the ball.  Te am 
camaraderie, hard play, and good sportsmanship sums  up the 
Rangers.$  Hard play does sum up the Rangers.  In t heir past 
three games they have had 2 triple plays and 1 doub le play%   
   Earlier in the season, shortstop Sawyer Peralta  caught a 
pop up, tagged the Marlins' 2 nd  base runner and threw to 1 st  
baseman Gabe for the triple play.  Later at North F ield against 
the Mariners, Zane Mayfield  caught a fly ball with a quick 
throw to Edward McKenna  at 1 st  base for the double play 
and the first two outs of the inning. 
   Back at East Field, with runners on 1 st  and 2 nd , the Bluejays 
hit into a triple play against the Rangers late in the game.  
Second baseman Parker Johnson  fielded the fly and threw 
the ball to Jaime Perez  at 1 st .  Two outs.  Jaime, responding 
to the advancing runner, tossed across the diamond to Aaron 
Gonzalez  at 3 rd .  Aaron sent the ball back to Zane coming in 
from center field to cover second.  Zane stepped on  second 
for the final out and end of the inning. 
  The Rangers show  tremendous depth.  Ruby Burley  hits 
consistently and brings runners home with her #punc h and 
ruby$ hitting style.  Addison Jerrett  is killing it with worm 
burners that leave the defense flustered.  Lefty Joe Delaney  
>12 nailed a pitch coming right down Broadway and b rought 
Jaime and Luke Mager  home at the bottom of an exciting 4 th  
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inning.  David Noland  does not spend his time browsing at 
the plate & he hits with conviction.  Luke, who alw ays seems 
to have his head in the game, kept his focus as pit cher, 
stopping runners by covering the infield like a bla nket. 
  The young team is discovering the joys of baseball.  After a 
few early bloopers, Edward sent a pitch to left fie ld near the 
end of game two.  On the way to his bath, he told t his 
reporter, #It felt like I was breaking the ceiling. $                                                                                                                   
  ---John McKenna 
 

 

TIGERS 
Gordo's Taqueria 

 

   The mighty Tigers have gotten off to a great sta rt% Spring 
breaks are over and the Tigers are happy that Trevor Prince  
is back in the lineup.  The Tigers started the seas on with a 
game against the Brewers, and after those first gam e jitters, 
they really showed their stuff. Balls were flying o ff their bats, 
many landing across the street (although the new wa ll on the 
East field has helped keep the balls in the outfiel d).   
   Only five Tigers were in town for the second gam e but 
some Mariners became Tigers for a few hours (thank you 
Mariners) and the spectators were treated to quite a game. 
Angelo  Feliciano  and Nik Mermer  had some spectacular 
hits. Daniel (%8) Padmore  also provided the Tigers with 
some offensive punch.   
   By the fifth game of the season, a match-up agai nst the 
Marlins, the Tigers demonstrated their outstanding defensive 
skills. Philip Shen  and TJ de Laveaga  have teamed up to 
field the balls at second and throw the runners out  at first---
nothing gets past them on the right side. And Jasper 
Trowbridge  showed some fancy footwork with those 
magnificent stops at shortstop. Bats were humming i n this 
game too, with the speedy Erik Regan  racing around the 
bases stretching those solid hits into double and t riples. 
Rawley Martin  and McAllistar Shea  could always be 
counted on to advance the runners. Two must be a ma gic 
number for Daniel (%5) Martinez-Krams , he pounds out 
doubles and snags balls at second for outs. 
   The Tigers have been having a lot of fun (dizzy bats, hot-
box and 2-point throws), while learning some of the finer 
points of the game.  Coaches Rob Regan , Peter de 
Laveaga , and Brian have been really impressed with how 
fast their Tigers have picked up throwing to the ri ght base, 
waiting before running on pop-ups, and especially c overing 
second on ground balls and throws in from the outfi eld. 
   The very enthusiastic Tiger cheering section led , by >1 Will 
Regan, is looking forward to following the progress  of our Big 
Cats in the second half of the season.  Go Tigers%                                                                                                   
  ---Sheri Krams  
 

BREWERS 

Berkeley Dog & Cat Hospital 
(No Report Submitted) 

 

 
T-BALL 

 

BULLS 
Shooting Stars 

 

   T-Ball just couldn!t start soon enough for some of these first 
time players so when they finally got the chance to  have a 
few pre-season practices with managers Tom Mazzotta  and 
Mark McLean , the Bulls charged down to the field.  With the 
help of other team parents, the Bulls have been off  to a great 
start with plenty of small group drills and activit ies to keep 
the rookie players excited about the game.  Tom  has said #it 
is such fun to work with the kids who are so enthus iastic and 
eager to learn$. 
   After receiving their new shirts and hats for th e team the 
Bulls were anxious to wear them in their first ever  T-ball 
parade down Solano Avenue.  Teammates took turns ca rrying 
their banner down the parade route and loved every minute 
of it.  The true priceless moment that day came whe n the 
team lined up for a group photo and the parents yel led, 
#Who!s number 1?$ and none other than the Bulls own >1, 
Emilio Chavez , turned around to show off his new shirt%   
   At the season opener last weekend we had a big crowd, 
almost as big as the SF Giants crowd these days.  Aidan 
Hanes  grabbed a helmet and stood at the pitchers mound 
while Elijah Fulford  suited up in full catcher!s gear and they 
both put on a great game face and went to work*what !s a 
little extra gear in the hot sun anyway, right?  Gr eat attitude 
boys%  It was also the positive spirit of Jesse Kane , Owen 
Hardy  and Billy Javendel  that made that first game so 
much fun to watch.  Our batting practice showed whe n we 
had great hits from Zander Motamedi , Sammi Chavez  and 
Peter Mazzotta  out there too.  
   There!s nothing better than getting bleacher sea ts for your 
child!s first t-ball game and watching them enjoy i t so much 
that they wanted to play all afternoon, like Will McClean .  
When I asked Colin O!Brien  what he liked best so far about 
t-ball he said he likes hitting and practice while Kai 
Jovanovich  likes the games, hitting and throwing.  It seems 
only fitting that Mark McLean mentioned how much fun he is 
having as well, #I'd forgotten how much fun it is t o coach and 
see the kids having such a good time.  Their attitu des and 
responsiveness have been wonderful and the help of all the 
parents has been invaluable.$  Keep up the great wo rk Bulls, 
it!s a lot of fun to watch you play% 
  ---Jennifer O!Brien 

 
RIVERCATS 

Dave's Dougout 
 

   The Rivercat t-ballers are off to a  great start .  Their early 
games have been studded with bright highlights.  
   Connor Henritzy  made a great play on a grounder 
to second and calmly threw a strike to first for th e put out.  
He also showed his power with a deep drive to right .  Ben 
Newton  has hit the ball solid every at-bat and easily fie lded 
all the balls hit his way.   Gus Crews  was seen charging hard 
at a grounder from his third base position and runn ing the 
bases with the same enthusiasm.            
   Stephan Panian  found his stroke with three nice hits in a 
single game.  Nobody will hit the ball to him becau se he is too 
good in the field.  Wes Furuzawa  made an amazing catch on 
a ball thrown across the diamond, much to the delig ht of his 
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coach.  And Wes loves to run the bases. Joseph Nadeau  
played catcher in the opening game as temperatures neared 
90F.  He survived the heat and then moved to pitche r where 
he figured in two putouts at first.   
     Tommy Noble  has played a great second base, hustling 
after all the balls hit his way.  He is looking forward to playing 
catcher in future games. Garrett Hill  also has looked great at 
catcher and has hit with precison, placing the ball  where he 
could easily beat the throw to first.  Sam Gray  made a 
memorable backhand play on a hard hit grounder to short, 
turned quickly and threw the ball all the way to fi rst.  He 
almost looks ready for majors.   The combo of Griffin Banks  
at pitcher and Tyler Jackson  at first have teamed up to 
make countless outs on grounders back to the mound.   
   All the Rivercats are finding their way around t he bases and 
surprising their coaches and parents with their imp rovement 
and understanding of the game.   
  ---Darrin Banks 

 

SAND GNATS 
Elephant Pharmacy 

 

   What, exactly, are  Sand Gnats, you ask?  With a wrinkled 
nose and quizzical grin, Dylan Jerret  confesses, #I don!t 
know%?%?$ though he emphatically believes them to b e #nice.$  
Asserts Tyrrell Yorozu-Miller,  #there!s no such thing as 
sand gnats* they!re like mosquitoes;$ but whatever they are, 
Tyrrell is sure that they are #wicked.$ Entomological expert 
Holden Smith  would surely agree, explaining that sand 
gnats #fly in your FACE, and BITE you, and make you  ITCH%$  
Can you feel them now ?   
   Opposing defenses sure feel their offense, as all Gnats! bats 
have blasted singles (and they!re all  singles in T-ball%) around 
the diamond.  Griffin Veldeer-Carlson !s favorite thing about 
T-ball is #not getting out,$ as hits and hustle tha t have found 
#G$-Gnat safely aboard more often than not.  And Anna 
Malmrose !s pink bat promises pretty pain, as she pops hits 
#so hard$ and runs #so fast$ that defenses are left  to swat 
their mitts helplessly as she flies by.   
   Against a tough Rivercat crew, James Monson  laid down a 
stinging single, beating out a sharp throw to first  with a 
surprise slide to safety, while lefties Tyrrell and  Drew Layton  
blasted towering flies into the deep clay, their fa st feet 
beating out near miracle plays by the Cats! shortst op.  Check 
those Gnats for wings%  Meanwhile, Holden and Jake 
Malmrose  switched fields, sending the Cat in right out into 
the grass  after both Gnats pierced hits through several laye rs 
of Cat defense.  Check those Gnats for stingers% 
   Opponents find no relief when these Gnats take t he infield, 
as its clay must simulate their preferred sandy env irons.  
Oscar Hill  defines #down and ready,$ as his merciless mitt 
revels down in the dirt, ready to bite batters back  to the 
dugout.  Catcher Leo Lombardi  was the backstop abuzz with 
defensive menace against the Bulls, stinging homewa rd 
bound Bulls with tags that must still have them tin gling.  
Fellow Gnat, Aidan Knowles,  throws up a veritable 
sandstorm of defense wherever he plays, and when th e dirt 
settles"most of it on Aidan!s uniform"opposing batt ers find 
themselves stung OUT---helpless before this Gnat!s dazzling, 
if dusty, defense.  And finally, Jacob Bradley !s choice of 
Pitcher!s Helper as his #first favorite$ position r eally shows, as 
he swarms the infield sandlot as if he!s got six ar ms instead 
of two, stinging the life out of the opposing offen ses with 
effortless scoops and artful throws.  Count that Gn at!s arms 
(legs?)%    
   Time to break out the Caladryl.  The Sand Gnats are 
swarming this spring, and they're hungry% 
  ---Sarah Layton 

 

SIDEWINDERS 
Mr. Rooter 

 

 The Sidewinders have started their season with a b ang, 
including a thrilling opening-day game against the River Cats. 
Quinn Rocklinone  led off the first inning of the first game,  
collecting the first base hit in Sidewinders histor y and 
beginning what has become a weekly offensive onslaught%  
   The games have been almost a blur as batted ball s fly 
around Ocean View Park and Sidewinders race around the 
bases. Cairo DaSilva  contributes base hits as the crowd 
roars, while slugger Jason Roche looks like a major leaguer 
at bat---with one mighty drive after another and an  expert 
slide into home plate.  Sidewinder secret weapon Rashi 
DaSilva  picked up the first R.B.I. of Sidewinder history, and 
Alex Ferguson looks like a coach!s son batting left to get 
that extra step down the line .  The remarkably qui ck Nathan 
Ferguson shows how all that practice running Coach Scott 
puts the team through really pays off%   
  Andrew Frey  leads off the powerful second half of the 
Sidewinders lineup with a continuing barrage of hit s, and also 
shows a strong arm and great fielding instincts.  John Judge  
chips in base hits and scoring runs; his speed on t he bases 
and in the field continues to amaze.  Ezri Mayeri  plays great 
in the field, particularly when he is at the pitche r!s spot; he 
also shows surprising power at the plate.  Walker Hicks  
contributes to the ongoing offensive juggernaut wit h his 
hitting, base running, and teamwork.   
   Kyle Paiz  has shown impressive power potential batting 
left handed; big number 12 has also exhibited a can non arm 
as he runs all over the field to grab batted balls.   Trevor 
Buchan  missed the first game, but the team is counting on  
him to continue to contribute to the rest of the se ason with 
his hitting and running. So far the River Cats, San d Gnats, 
and Bulls have held up their end by playing their b est, and 
invariably after the games both teams let out a che er and 
exchange high fives.  All in all, the season has st arted out 
great as Coach Scott, Coach Spencer , and Coach Duval  
have shown the kids that all their hard work and pr actice has 
really paid off and the Sidewinders have become a t eam% 
  ---Ed Judge 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


